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PREFACE TO THE CURSE 01' KEHAMA. 



t, yenra ago, in the Inteoduotion of my " Letters to M r. 
ChQries Butler, yindicaUng the ' Book of the Chureh,' " I had 
occasion to state, that, while a schoolboy at WeBtmmster, I 
had formed an intention of exhibiting the most remarkable 
fonos of mythology which have at any time obtiuned among 
mankind, by making each the groondwork of a narrative 
poem. The performance, as might be expected, fell iar short 
of the design ; and yet it proved somethii^ more than a dream 
of jnvenile ambition. 

I began with the Mahommedan religion, as being that with 
which 1 was then best acquainted myself, and of which every 
one who had read the "Arabian Nights' Entertainments," pos- 
sessed aU the knowledge necessary for readily understanding 
and entering into the Intent and spirit of the poem. Mr. W il- 
berforce thought that I had conveyed In it a very false impres- 
Bion of that religion, and that the moral sublimity which he 
admired in it was owuig to this flatterii^ misrepresentation. 
But " Thalaha the Destroyer " was professedly an Arabian tale. 
The design teqnired that I should bring into Tiew the best fea- 
tures of that eyslem of belief nnd worship which had been 
developed under the Covenant with Ishmael, placing m the 
most favorable hght the morality of the " Koran," and what 
the least corrupted of the Mahommedans retain of the patri- 
arehal faith. It would have been altogetlier incongraons to 
have touched upon the abominations ingrafted opon it, hrst 
by the false Prophet himself, who appears to have been far 
more remarkable for audacious profligacy than for any hiWl- 
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Heathen mjlliologie^ hxte generally been represented by 
ChriatiBn poets as the work of the Devil and hia angels; and 
the machinery derived from Ihem was thus rendered credlbia, 
according to what wns during rnnny ages a received opinion. 
The plan upon which I proceeded in " Madoo " wiis to produce 
the effect of machinery, us far as was consistent with the cha- 
racter of the poem, by representing the most remarkable reli- 
gion of the New World such as it was, — a system of atrocious 
priestcraft It was not here, as in " Thalaba," the foundation 
of the poem, but, as usual in what are called epic poeraa, only 
Incidentally connected with it. 

When I took up, for my neit subject, Oiat mythology which 
Sir William Jones had been the first to introduce into English 
poetry, I soon perceived that the best mode of treating it would 
be to construct a story altogether mythologioaL In what form 
to compose it was then t« be determined. No such quesUon 
had arisen concerning any of my former poems. I should 
never for a moment have thoaght of any other measure than 
blank verse fcr "Joan of Arc" and for "Madoc," and after- 
wards for " Eoderick." The reason why the irregular, rhyme- 
less lyrics of Dr. Sayers were preferred for "Thalaba" was 
that the freedom and variety of such verse were suited to the 
story. Indeed, of all the laudatory criticisms with which I have 
been favored dnring a long literary life, none ever gratified me 
more than that of Henry Kirke White upon this occasion, 
when he observed, that, if any other known measure had been 
adopted, the poem would have l>een deprived of half its beauty, 
and all its propriety. And when he added, that the author 
never seemed to inquire how other men would treat a subject, 
or what might be the fashion of the limes, but took that course 
which his own sense of fitness pointed out, I could not have 
desired more appropriate commendaljon. 

The same sense of fitness which made me choose for an 
Arabian tale the simplest and easiest form of verse, indnoed me 
to take a different course in an Indian poem. It appeared to 
me, that here neither the tone of morals nor the str^n of poe- 
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PREFACE TO THE CORSB OF KEHA.MA.. 7 

tiy could be piiched too high ; that nothing but moral sublimity 
could compensale for the extravttgftnoe of the fictions ; and that 
all the skill I might possesB in the art of poetry was required to 
counterbaliuice the disadvantage of a mythology with which 
few readers were likely to be well acquainted, and which would 
appear rotmstroua if its deformities were nol; Isept ont of sight. 
1 endeavored, therefore, to combine the utmost richness of vei^ 
aifioation with the greatest freedom. The spirit of the poem 
was Indian, but there was nothing Orients! in the style. I had 
leamt the language of poetry fVom our own great masters and 
the great poets of antiquity. 

No poem could have been more deliberately planned, nor' 
more carefiilly composed. It was commenced at Lisbon on 
the Ist of May, 1801, and recommenced in the snmmar of the 
same year at Kingsdown, in the same house (endeared to me 
by many once delightful bat now mournful recollections) in 
which "Madoo" had been finished, and "Thalaba" begun. 
A Uttle was added during the wintar of that year in London. 
ItwasreeumedatKingsdownin the summer of 1802, ajid then 
Ifud aside till 1806, duiing which interval " Madoc " was recon- 
structed and published. Resuming it then once more, all that 
had been written was recast at Keswick: there I proceeded 
with it leisurely, and finished it on the 26th of November, 
1809. It is the only one of my long poems of which detached 
parts were written to be afterwards inserted in their proper 
places. Were I to name the persons to whom it was oommu- 
uicated during its progress, it would be admitted now that I 
might well be encouraged by their approbation; aud, indeed, 
when it was published, I must have been very unreasonable 
if I had not been aatistied with its reception. 

It was not till the present edition of these poems was in the 
press, that, eight and twenty years after " Kehama " had been 
published, I first saw the article npon it in the " Monthly Re- 
view," parts of which cannot be more appropriately preserved 
anywhere than here: it shows the determination with which 
the reviewer entered upon his task, and the impottanee 
which he attached to it. 

'■ Throughout our literary career, we cannot recollect a mora 
favorable opportunity than the present for a full discharge of 
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our critical duty. We are, indeod, bound now to make a firm 
etand for the purity of our poetic taste against tliis last and 
most deeperate assault, conducted as it Is by a wnter of 
considerable reputation, and onqueationably of onoiderable 
ablliOes. If this poem were to be tolerated, all things after 
it may demand impunity; and it will be in vain to contend 
hereaiter for any one established rale of poetry as to deaign 
and subject, as to cbaracter aad incident, as to language and 
yersifioation. We may return at once to the rude b\mn m 
honor of Bacchus, and indite strains adopted to the recitation 
of rustics in the Benson of tbe vintage : — 

It shall be our plan to establish these points, we hope, beyond 
reasonable controversy, by a complete analysis of the twenty- 
four sections (as they may truly be called) of the portentous 
work, and by ample quotations intorspersed with remarks, m 
which we shall endeavor to withhold no praise that can ftiirly 
be dajraed, and no censure that is obviously deserved." 

The reviewer fulfilled his promises, however much he 
failed in bis object. He was not more liberal of censure than 
of praise, and he was not sparing of quotations. The analysis 
was sufficiently complato for the purposes of criticism, except 
that the critic did not always give himself the trouble to 
nndorstand what lie was determined to ridicule. " It is neces- 
sary for us," he said, " according to onr purpose of deteiring 
ftitnra writers from the choice of such a story, or from such a 
management of that story, to detail the gross follies of the 
woi^ in question ; and, tedious as the operation may be, we 
trust that, in the judgment of all those lovers of Utorature 
who duly value the preservation of sound principles of com- 
position among ns, the end will excuse the means." The 
means were ridicule and reprobaHon, and the end at which he 
aimed was thus stated in the reviewer's peroration : — 

" We know not that Mr. Soutbey's most devotod admirers 
can complain of our having omitted a single incident essential 
to the display of his character or the development of his plot. 
To other readers wc should apologize for our prolixity, were 
we not desuous, as we hinted before, of giving a death-blow to 
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the gross extravagances of the author's school of poetry, if we 
oannot hope to reform so great an offender as himself, la gene- 
ral, aJl that nature aa<) all that art has lavished on him is 
rendered useless hy his obstinate adherence to his own system 
of fancied originality, in which every thing that is good is old, 
and every thing that is new is good for nothing. Convinced as 
we are that many of ihe author's faults proceed from mere 
idleness, deserving even less indulgence than the erroneous 
principles of his poetical system, we shall conclude by a gene- 
ral euhoriation to all crimes to condemn, and to all writers to 
avoid, the exiuupie of combined carelesBoess and perversity 
which is here aiforded by Mr. Sout&ey; and we shall mittk 
Uiis last and worst eccentricity of his Muse with Ihe following 
character : Here is the composition of a poet not more distin- 
goished b; his genius and imowledge than by his contempt for 

vity which is incorrigible, and, we are sorry to add, most 
unblusbingly rejoicing in its own hopelessness of amend- 

The "Monthly Review 
defunct. I neverknew to 

was of most value ; nor 
several years, (kvored in 
civilities as those of which the reader has here se 
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tIGINAL PREFACE. 



In Uie religion of the HiadooB, which of all false religions is 
the moat mODSUous in its fables eni tlie most fatal in its 
effects, tbere is one renuukable peculiarity. Frayers, peo- 
BDcee, uid eacriflces are sapposed t^ possess an inherent and 
actn^ value,in no degree depending upon the dispositiott or 
motiye of the person who performs Ihem. They are drafts 
npon Heaven, for which the Gods cannot refnsa payment. 
The worst men, bent npon the worst designs, haTe in this 
manner obti^ned power whioh has made Qiem formidable to 
Hie Supreme Deities tliemselves, and rendered an Avatar, or 
JDoarnation of Vishnu the Preserver, necessary. This heUef 
Is the foundation of the foUovdag poetn. The story is ori^al, 
but, in all its parts, consistent with the superstition upon 
which it is built; and, however startling the fictions may 
appeaj, tiiey might almost be called credible when compared 
with the genuine tales ot Hindoo mythology. 

No figures can he Imi^ned more anti-ploturesque, and less 
poetical, than the mythological personages of ihe Bramins. 
This deformity was easily kept out ot sight Their hundred 
bands are but a clumsy personificaUon of power; theh^ nnme- 
roaa heads only a gross image of divinity, " whose conale- 
nance," as the " Bhagual-Geeta" expresses it, " is turned on 
every side " To the other obvious objection, that the religion 
of Hindoiton is not getierallv known enough to supply fit 
machineiy for an English poem, 1 can only ansH er, that, if 
every allu'ion to it thronghuut the y- ork is not aufiiciently 
self-explained to render the pasaige intelligible, there K a 
want of Bkdl in the poeL Even those readers who should 
be wholly imttcquainted with Ihe writmga of our learned 
Orientalists wdl bud aU the pi eliminary knowledge that can 
be needful in the bnof explinalion oi m}tliulo„ii.aJ names 
prefixed to thp p^''m 
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Bkama tlie Creator. 

Vishnu tho Preserver. 

Seeva the De.^troyer. 

TIie» lOrm (be Tiimouilee, or Trial);, la It haa been m 



Indka Cod of the Elements. 

The SwKKGA . . . . liisParadiBC, — one of the Hindoo heavens. 

Yamek Lord of Hell, and Judge of the Dead. 

Padaloh Hell, — under the Earth, 

And, Ilbe the Earlh, of an octagon flb&pe: il4 ei^ht gB.te» ere e""'^^ 

MabkIAtaly .... the Goddess who is chiefly worshipped 
by the lower castes. 

PoLLEAR orGanesa,— the Protector of Travellers. 

HL« fltAtoea are placed ia tbe lilghna^B, and Bcmi^itirQea in a small, 
lootlj aBnolaBi7, in the itteeta ana in the Hclfls. 

Casyafa the Father of the Immortals. 

Devetas the Infeiior Deities. 

Suras Good Spirits. 

Aburas Evil Spirits, or Devils. 

Glendoveebs , . , the most beautiful of tlie Good Spirits, 
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THE CURSE OF KEHAMA. 



THE FUNERAL. 

1. 

Midnight, and yet no eye 

Through all the Imperial City closed in sleep ! 

Behold her streets ablaze 

With light that seems to kindle the red sky. 

Her myriads swarming through the crowded ways ! 

Master and slave, old age and infancy. 

All, all, abroad to gaze ; 

House-top and balcony 

Clustered with women, who throw back their veils, 

With unimpeded and insatiate sight 

To view the funeral pomp which passes by, 

As if the mournful rite 

Were but to them a scene of joyance and delight.. 

2. 

Vainly, ye blessed twinklera of the night! 

Your feeble beams ye shed. 
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Quenched in the unnatural light which might out- 
Even the broad eye of day ; 
And thou from thy celestial way 
Pouresl, Moon ! an ineffectual ray ; 
For, lo! ten thousand torches tlame and flare 
Upon the midnight air, 
Blotting the lights of heaven 
With one portentous glare. 
Behold, the fragrant smoke, in many a fold 
Ascending, floats along the fiery sky, 
And hangeth visible on higli, 
A dark and waving canopy! 



Hark ! 'tis the funeral trumpet's breath ! 

'Tis the dirge of death ! 

At once ten thousand dnims begin, 

"With one long thunder-peal the ear assailing : 

Ten thousand voices then join in. 

And with one deep and general din 

Pour their wild wailing. 

The song of praise is drowned 

Amid tlie deafening sound : 

You hear no more the trumpet's tone. 

Ton hear no more the mourner's moan. 

Though the trumpet's breath and the dirge of death 

Swell with commingled force the funeral yelL 

But, rising over all, in one acclaim 

Is heard the echoed and re-echoed name 
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From all that countless rout, — 

" Arvalan ! Arvalan ! 

Arvalan ! Arvalan ! " 

Ten times ten thousand voices in one shout 

Call " Arvalan ! " The overpowering sound, 

Frorn house to house repeated, rings about, 

From tower to tower rolls round. 



The death-procession moves along : 

Their hald heads shining to the torches' ray, 

Tlie Bramins lead the way. 

Chanting the funeral song. 

And now at once they shoul, 

" Arvalan ! Arvalan ! " 

With qaick rebound of sound, 

All in accordant cry, 

" Arvalan ! Arvalan ! " 

The universal mullitude reply. 

In v^ ye thunder on his ear the name: 

Would ye awafce the dead? 

Borne upright in his palanquin, 

There Arvalan is seen ! 

A glow is on his fece, — a Uvely red : 

It is the crimson canopy 

Which o'er his cheek a reddening shade hath shed 

He moves, — he nods his head; 

But the motion comes from the bearers' tread, 

As the hody, borne aloft in state, 
Sways with the impulse of its own dead weight. 
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5. 

Close following his dead son, Kehama came. 

Nor joining in the ritual song, 

Nor calling the dear name : 

With head depressed, and fiineral vest. 

And arms infolded on his breast, 

Silent and lost in thought he moves along. 

King of the World, his slaves, unenvying now, 

Behold their wretched Lord ; rejoiced they see 

The mighty Rajah's misery ; 

That Nature in his pride hath dealt the blow,' 

And taught the Master of Mankind to know 

Even he himself is man, and not exempt from woi 



Oh sight of grief! the wives of Arvalan, 

Young Azla, young Nealliny, are seen ! 

Their widow-robes of white. 

With gold and jewels bright, 

Each like an Eastern queen. 

Woe ! woe ! around their palanquin. 

As on a bridal day. 

With symphony and dance and song. 

Their kindred and their friends come on. 

The dance of sacrifice ! the funeral song ! 

And next the victim-slaves in long array, 

Richly bedight to grace the fetal day. 

Move onward to their death: 

The clarions' stirring breath 

Lifls their tliin robes in every flowing fold, 
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And swells Ihe woven gold, 

That on the agitated air 

Flutters and glitters to the torches' glare. 

7. 

A man and maid of aspect wan and wild, 

Then, side by side, by bowmen guarded, came : 

Oh wretched father ! oh unhappy child ! 

Them were al! eyes of all the throng exploring: 

Is this the daring man 

Who raised his fetal hand at Arvalan ? 

Is this the wretch condemned to feel 

Kehama's dreadful wrath ? 

Them were all hearts of all the throng deploring ; 

For not in that innumerable throng 

Was one who loved the dead ; for who could know 

What aggravated wrong 

Provoked the desperate blow ! 



Far, far behind, beyond all reach of sight, 

In ordered files the torches flow along, 

One ever-lengthening line of gliding light. 

Far, far behind, 

Rolls on the undistinguishablc clamor 

Of horn and trump and tambour; 

Incessant as the roar 

Of streams which down the wintry mountain pour. 

And louder than the dread commotion 

Of breakers on the rocky shore, 
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When the winds rage over the waves, 
And Ocean to the Tempest raves. 



And now toward the bank they go, 

Where, winding on their way below, 

Deep and strong the waters flow. 

Here doth the funeral pile appear 

With myrrh and ambei^a bestrewed, 

And built of precious sandal-wood. 

They cease their music and their outcry here ; 

Gently they rest the bier ; 

They wet the fece of Arvalan,— 

No sign of life the sprinkled drops excite ; 

T/iey feel his breast, — no motion there ; 

They feel his lips, — no breath ; 

For not with feeble nor with erring hand 

The brave avenger dealt the blow of death. 

Then, witi a doubling peal and deeper blast, 

The tambours and the trumpets sound on high. 

And with a last and loudest cry 

They call on Arvalan. 



Woe ! woe I for Aula lakes her seat 

L'pon the funeral pile! 

Calmly she took her seat, 

Cahiily the whole terrific pomp surveyed ; 

As on her lap the while 

The lifeless head of Arvalan was laid. 
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Woe ! woe ! Nealliny, 

The young Nealliny, 

They strip Ler ornaments away, — 

Bracelet and anklet, ring and chain and zone : 

Around her neck they leave 

The maiTiage-knot alone, — 

That marriage band, which, when 

Yon waning moon was young, 

Around her virgin neck 

With bridal joy was hung ; 

Then with white flowers, the coronal of death, 

Her jetty locks they crown. 

12. 

Oh sight of misery I 

You cannot hear her cries, — their sound 

In ihat wild dissonance is drowned ; 

But in her fece you see 

The supplication and the agony, — 

See in her swelling throat the desperate sU-englh 

That with vain effort struggles yet for life ; 

Her arms contracted now ia fruitless strife, 

Now wildly at full length 
Towards the crowd in vain for pity spread : 
Tliey force her on, they bind her to the dead. 

13. 

Then all around retire : 

CireUng the pile, the ministering Bramins stand, 
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Each lifting in his hand a torch on fire. 

Alone the Father of the dead advanced, 

And lit ihe funeral pyre. 



At once on every side 
The circling torches drop ; 

At once on every side 
The fragrant oil is poured ; 

At once on every side 

The rapid flames rush up. 

Then hand in hand the victim band 

Roll in the dance around the funeral pyre: 

Their garments' flying folds 

Float inward to the fire ; 

In drunken whirl they wheel around ; 

One drops, — another plunges in ; 

And still with overwhelming din 

The tamhours and the trumpeU sound ; 

And clap of hand, and shouts and cries, 

From all the multitude arise ; 

While round and round, in giddy wheel. 

Intoxicate they roU and reel, 

Till one by one whirled in they fall, 

And the devouring flames have swallowed all. 

15. 

Then all was still ; the drums and clarions ceased 

The multitude were hushed in silent awe ; 

Only the roaring of the flames was heard. 
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1. 

Alone toivavds ihe Table of the Dead 

Kehama moved : there on the altar-stone 

Honey and rice he spread ; 

There, witli collected voice and painful tone, 

lie called upon his son. 

Lo, Arralatt appears 1 

Only Kehama'a ponerful eye beheld 

The thin, ethereal spinf hovering mgh; 

Only the Rajah'a ear 

Eeceived his feeble breath 

" And is this all," the mournful &pint baid, 

" This all that thou canst gn e me alter death, - 

This tmavaihng pomp. 
These empty pageantries, that mock the dead ? 



In bitterness the Eajah heard, 

And groaned, and smote his breast, and o'er his face 

Cowled the white mourning vest. 



Art thou not powerful, — even like a God ? 

And must I, tlmjugh my years of wandering, 

Shivering and naked to the elemeuta. 

In wretchedness await 
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The hour of Yamen's wrath ? 
I thought thou wouldst embody me anew, 

Undying as I am ; 
Tea, re-create me ! — Father, is this all ? 

This all ? and thou Almighty ! 

4. 

But in that wrongful and upbr^ding tone 

Kehama found relief; 
For rising anger half suppressed his grief. 

" Reproach me not ! " he cried : 

" Had I not spell-secured thee from disease, 

Fire, sword, — all common accidents of man? 

And thou, — fool, foo! ! — to perish by a stake ! 

And by a peasant's arm ! 

Even now, when from reluctant Heaven, 

Forcing new gifte Mid mightier attributes. 

So soon I should have quelled the Death-God's 

power." 



" Waste not thy wrath on me ! " quoth Arvalan ; 

" It was my hour of folly ! Fate prevailed ; 

Nor boots it to reproach me thai I fell. 

I am in misery. Father I Other souls, 

Predoomed to Indra's Heaven, enjoy the dawn 

Of bliss ; to them the tempered elements 

Minister joy ; genial delight the sun 

Sheds on their happy being, and the stars 

Effuse on them benignant influences ; 
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And thus o'er earth and air they roam at will, 
And, when the number of their days is foil, 

Go fearlessly before the awful throne. 

But J, — all naked feeling and raw life, — 

What worse thau this hath Yameu's hell in store i 

If ever thou didst love me, mercy, Father ! 

Save me ! for thou canst save ; the Elemenls 

Know and obey thy voice." 



The Elements 

Shall sin no more against thee ; whilst I speak. 

Already dost thou feel their power is gone. 

Fear not ! I cannot call again ihe past, — 

Fate hath made that its own ; but Fate shall yield 

To jne the future, and thy doom he fixed 

By mine, not Tamen's will. Meantime ail power 

Whereof thy feeble spirit can be made 

Participant, I give. Is there aught else 

To mitigate thy lot? 



Only the sight of vengeance. Give me that I 

Vengeance, — full, worthy vengeance ! not the stroke 

Of sudden punishment; no agony 

That spends itself, and leaves the wretch at rest ; 

But lasting, long revenge. 

What, boy ? is that cup sweet ? Then take thy fill ! 
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So, as he spake, a glow of dreadful pride 
Inflamed his cheek : with quick and angry stride 

He moved toward the pile. 

And raised his hand to hush the crowd, and cried, 

" Bring forth the murderer !" At the Rajah's voice, 

Calmly, and like a man whom fear had stunned, 

Ladurlad came, obedient to the call ; 

But Kailyal started at the sound. 

And gave a womanly shriek, and back she drew, 

And eagerly she rolled her eyes around, 

As if to seek for aid, alheit she knew 

No md could there be found. 



It chanced that near her, on the river-brink, 

The sculptured form of Marriataly stood : 

It was an Idol roughly hewn of wood, 

Artless and rnean and rude : 

The Goddess of the poor was she ; 

None else regarded her with piety. 

But, when that holy Image Kailya) viewed. 

To that she sprung, to that she dung ; 

On her own Goddess, with close-ciasping anus, 

For hfe the maiden hung. 



They seized the maid ; with unrelenting grasp 

They bruised her tender limbs : 

She, notiiing yielding, to this only hope 
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Clings with the strength of frenzy and despmr. 
She screams not now, she breathes not now. 

She sends not up one vow, 

She foi-m3 hoi in her soul one secret prayer; 

AH thought, all feeling, and all powers of life, 

Iq the one effort centring. Wrathful they 

With tug and strain would force the maid away : 

Didst thou, O Marriataly ! see their strife ? 

In pity didst thou see the suffering maid? 

Or was thine anger kindled, that rude hands 

Assailed thy holy Image ? — for, behold. 

The holy Image shakes ! 

10. 

Irreverently bold, they deem the m^d 

Eelaxed her stubborn hold. 

And now with force redoubled drag their prey; 

And now the rooted Idol to their sway 

Bends, yields; and now it falls. But then they 

scream ; 

For, lo ! they feel the crumbling bank give way, 

And all are plunged into the stream. 

11. 

" She hath esct^jed my will ! " Kehama cried ; 

" She hath escaped, — but thou art here : 

I have thee still, 

The worser criminal ! " 

And on Ladurlad, while he spake, severe 

He fixed his dreadful frown. 
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The strong reflection of the pile 

Lit hia dark lineaments, — 

Lit the protruded brow, the gathered front, 

The steady eje of wrath. 

12. 

But, while the fearful silence yet endured, 

Ladurlad roused himself: 

Ere yet the voice of deslJny, 

Which trembled on the Eajah's lipa, was loosed, 

Eager he interposed, 

As if despair had wakened him to hope ; 

" Mercy ! oh, mercy ! only in defence, 

Oaiy instinctively, 

Only to save my child, I smote the Prince. 

King of the world, be merciful ! 

Crush me, bat torture cot ! " 

13. 

The Man-Almighty deigned him no reply : 

StUl he stood silent ; in no human mood 

Of mercy, in no hesitating thought 

Of right and justice. At the length he raised 

His brow, yet unrelaxed ; hia hps unclosed ; 

And, uttered from the heart. 

With the whole feelmg of hi^ soul enforced, 

The gathered vengeance came. 

14. 

" I charm thy life 

From' the weapons of strife. 
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From stone and from wood, 

From lire and from flood, 

From the serpent's tooth, 

And the beasts of blood : 

From Sickness I charm thee. 

And Time shall not harm liee ) 

But Earth, which is mine. 

Its fruits shall deny thee ; 

And Water shall hear me, 

And know thee and fly thee ; 

And the Winds shall not touch thee 

When they pass by thee. 

And the Dews shall not wet thee 

When Ihey fall nigh thee ; 

And thou slialt seek Death 

To release thee in vain ; 

Thou shall live in thy pain, 

While Kehama shall reign. 

With a fire in thy heart, 

And a Are in thy brain ; 

And Sleep shall obey me. 

And visit thee never ; 

And the Curse shall be on thee 

For ever and ever." 

16. 

There where the Curse had stricken him. 

There stood the miserable man ; 

There stood Ladurlad, with loose-hanging arms, 

Aiid eyes of idiot wandering. 



II by Google 



SOUTHEY S I'OEMS. 

Was it a dveam-? Alas ! 

He heard the river flow ; 

He heard the crumhling of the pile ; 

He heard the wiud which showered 

The thin, white ashes round. 

There motionless he stood, 

As if he hoped it were a dream, 

And feared to move, lest he should prove 

The actual misery ; 
And still at times he met Kehama's eye, — 
Kehama's eye, that fastened on him sdll. 



THE EECOVERY. 

1. 

The Rajah turned toward the pile again : 

Loud rose the song of death from ail the crowd ; 

Their din the instruments hc^n, 

And once again join in 

"With overwhelming sound. 

Ladurlad starts, — he looks around : 

What hast thou here in view, 

wretched man ! in this disastrous scene ? — 

The soldier train, (he Bramins who renew 

Their ministry around the funeral pyre, 

The empty palanquins. 

The dimly-fading fire. 
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2. 

Where, too, is she whom most his heart held dear? 
His besf-beloved Kailyal, where is she, 
The solace and the joy of many a year 
Of widowhood ? Is she, then, gone ? 

And is he left all utterly alone 

To bear his blasting curse, and rone 

To succor or deplore him ? 

He staggers from the dreadful spot ; the throng 

Give way in fear before him : 

Like one who carries pestilence about, 

Shuddering they shun him where he moves along. 

And now he wanders on 

Beyond the noisy rout : 

He cannot fly, and leave his Curse behind; 

Yet doth he seem to find 

A comfort in the change of circumstance. 

Adown the shore he strays, 

Unknowing where his wretched feet shall rest ; 

But farthest from the fetal place is best 



By this in the orient sky appea,r8 the gleam 

Of day. Lo ! what is yonder in the stream, 

Down the sbw river floatipg slow, 

In distance indistinct, and dimly seen ? 

The childless one, with idle eye. 

Followed its motion thoughtlessly ; 

Idly he gazed, unknowing why, 

And half unconscious that he watched ils way. 
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Belike it is a tree. 
Which some rude tempest in its sudden sway 
Tore from the rock, or from the hollow shore 
The undermining stream hath swept away. 

i. 

But when, anon outswelling, hy its side 

A woman's robe he spied, 

Oh \ then Ladurlad started, 

As one who in his grave 

Had heard an Angel's call. 

Yea, Marriataly! thou hast deigned to save; 

Yea, Goddess ! it is she, 

Kailyal, still clinging senselessly 

To thy dear Image, and in happy hour 

Upborne amid the wave 

By that preserving power. 

5. 

Headlong in hope and in joy 

Ladurlad plunged in the water : 

The Water knew Kehama's spell ; 

The Water shrunk before him. 

Blind to the miracle, 

He rushes to his daughter, 

And treads the river-depths in transport wild, 

And clasps and saves his child. 



Upon the farther side, a level shore 
Of sand was spread : thither Ladurlad bore 
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His daughter, holding still with senseless hand 

The saving Goddess ; there upon the sand 

He laid the livid maid ; 

Raised up against his knees her drooping head ; 

Bent to her lips, — hev lips as pale as death, — 

If he might feel her breatli, 

His own the while in hope and dread suspended; 

Chafed her cold hreast, and ever and anon 

Let Lis hand rest, upon her heart extended. 



Soon did his touch perceive, or fency, there 

The first faint motion of returning hfe. 

He chafes her feet, and lays them bare 

In the sun ; and now again upon her breast 

Lays his hot hand ; and now her lips he pressed, 

For DOW the stronger throb of life he knew ; 

And her lips tremble too ! 

The breath comes palpably : 

Her quivering lids uoclose, 

Feebly and feebly fall. 

Relapsing, as it seemed, to dead repose. 



So in her father's arms tlms languidly, 
While over her with earnest gaze he hung, 

Silent and motionless she lay, 

And painfully and slowly writhed at fits ; 

At fits, to short, convulsive starts was stung ; 

Till, when the struggle and strong agooy 
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Had left her, quietly phe lay reposed ; 

Her eyes now resting on Ladurlad's face, 

Relapsing now, and now again unclosed. 

The look she fixed upon his fece implies 

Nor thought nor feeling : senselessly she lies. 

Composed hke one who sleeps with open eyes. 



Long be leaned over her, 

In silenee and in fear, 

" Kailyal ! " at length he cried, in such a tone 

As a poor mother ventures who draws near, 

With silent footstep, to her child's sick-bed. 

" My Father ! " cried the maid, and raised her head, 

Awakening (hen to life and thought ; " thou here ? " 

For, when his voice she heard, 

The dreadful past recurred. 

Which dimly, like a dream of pain, 

Till now with troubled sense conftiscd her brain. 

10. 

" And hath he spared us, then ? " she cried, 

Half rising as she spake ; 

For hope and joy the sudden strength supplied : 

" In mercy hath he curbed his cruel will, 

That still thou livest ? " But, as thus she said. 

Impatient of that look of hope, her sire 

Shook hastily his head : 

" Oh ! he hath laid a Corse upon my life, — 

A clinging curse," quoth he ; 
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" Hath sent a fire into my heart and brain, — 

A huming fire, for ever there to be I 

The Winds of Heaven must never hrealie on me ; 

The Rains and Dews must never fall on me ; 
Water must mock my thirst, and shrinlt from me ; 
The common Earth must yield no fruit to me ; 
Sleep, blessed Sleep ! must never light on me ; 
And Death, who tomes to all, must fly from me. 
And never, never, set Ladurlad free." 

11. 

" This is a dream ! " exclaimed the incredulous lomA, 

Yet in her voice the while a fear expressed. 

Which in her larger eye was manifest ; 

" This is a dream ! " She rose, and laid her hand 

Upon her father's brow to try the charm : 

He could not bear the pressure there; he shrunlt; 

He warded off her arm 

As though it were an enemy's blow ; he smote 

His daughter's arm aside. 

Her eye glanced down ; his mantle she espied, 

And caught it up. " Oh misery I " Kailyal cried ; 

" He bore me from tie river-depths, and yet 

His gannent is not wet ! " 
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THE DEPARTURE. 



Reclined beneath a Cocoa's fealliery shade, 

Ladurlaii lies ; 

And Kailyal on his lap her head halh laid, 

To hide her streaming eyes. 

The boatman, sailing on his easy way. 

With envious eye beheld them where they lay; 

For every herb and flower 

Was fresh and fragrant with the early dew ; 

Sweet sung the birds in that delicious hour; 

And the cool gale of moroiDg as it blew, 

Not yet subdued by day's increasing power, 

Ruffling the surface of the silvery stream, 

Swept o'er the moistened sand, and raised no shower. 

Telling their tale of love. 

The boatman thought they lay 

At that lone hour, and who so blest as they ! 



But now the Sun in heaven is high : 

The little songsters of the sky 

Sit silent in the sultry hour ; 

They pant and palpitate with heat ; 

Their bills are open languidly 

To calfih the passing air ; 

They hear it not, they feel it not, 
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It murmurs not, it moves not 

The boatman, as he looks to land, 

Admires what men so mad to linger there ; 

For yonder Cocoa's shade behind them falls, 

A single spot upon the hurning sand. 

3. 

There all the morning was Ladurlad Imd, 

Silent and motionless, like one at ease ; 

There motionless upon her father's knees 

Eechned the silent maid. 

The man was still ; pondering with steady mind, 

As if it were another's Curse, 

His own portentous lot ; 

Scanning it o'er and o'er in busy thought. 

As though it were a last-niglit's tale of woe, 

Before the cottage-door 

By some old beldam sung, 

While young and old, assembled round, 

Listened, as if by witchery bound. 

In fearful pleasure to her wondrous tongue. 

4. 

Musing so long he lay, that all things seem 

Unreal to his sense, even like a dream,— 

A monstrous dream of things which could not be. 

That beating, huming brow, — why, it was now 

The height of noon, and he was lying there 

In the broad sun, all bare ! 
What if he felt no wind ; the ^r was stiU : 
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That was tlie general will 

Of Nature, not his own peculiar doom. 

Ton rows of rice erect and silent stand ; 

The shadow of the Cocoa's lightest plume 

Is steady on the sand. 

5. 

Is it indeed a dream ? He rose to try : 

Impatient to the water-side he went ; 

And down he bent. 

And in the stream he plunged his hasty arm 

To break the visionary charm. 

With fearftil eye and fearful heart, 

His daughter watched the event : 

She saw the start and shudder, 

She heard the indrawn groan ; 

For the "Water knew Kehama's charm ; 

The Water shrunk before his arm ; 

His dry hand moved about unmoiatened there : 

As easily might that diy hand avail 

To slop the passing gale, 

Or grasp the impassive air. 

" He is Almighty then ! " 

Exclaimed the wretched man in his despair : 

" Air knows him ; Water knows him ; Sleep 

His dreadful word will keep ; 

Even in the grave there ia no re?t for me, 

Cutoff from that last hope, — the wretch's joy; 

And Vishnu hath no power to save, 

Nor Siva to destroy." 
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" Oh, wrong not ihem ! " quoth Kailyal j 

" "Wrong not the Heavenly Powers ! 

Our hope is all in them. They are not Wind ! 

And lighter wrongs than ours, 

And lighter crimes than his, 

Have drawn the Incarnate down among mankind. 

Already have the Immortals heard our cries, 

And in the mercy of their righteousness 

Beheld us in the hour of our distress ! " 

She spake with streaming eyes, 

Where pious love and ardent feeling beam, 

And, turning to the Image, threw 

Her grateful arms around it. " It was thou 

Who savedst me from the stream ! 

My Marriataly, it W£is thou ! 

I had nol else been here 

To share my Father's Curse, 

To suffer now, — and yet to thank fhee thus ! 



" Here, then," the maiden cried, " dear Father, 

Raise our own Goddess, our divine Preserver ! 

The mighty of the earth despise her rites ; 

She loves the poor who serve her. 

Set up her Image here ; 

With heart and voice the guardian Goddess bless ; 

For jealously would she resent 

Neglect and thankieasness ; — 
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Set up her Image here, 
And bless her for her aid with tongue and soul s 



So saying, on her knees the maid 

Began the pious toil. 

Soon their joint labor scoops the easy soil : 

They raise the Image up with reverent hand, 

And round its rooted base they heap the sand. 

" O Thou whom we adore, 

O Marrjataly I thee do I implore," 

The vir^n cried. " My Goddess, pardon thou 

The unwilling wrong, that I no more. 

With dance and song, 

Can do thy daily service as of yore ! 

The flowers which last I wreathed around thy brow 

Are withering there; and never now. 

Shall I at eve adore thee, 

And, swimming round with arms outspread, 

Poise the full pitcher on my head. 

In dexterous dance before thee ; 

While underneath the reedy shed, at rest 

My father sat the evening rites to view. 

And blest thy name, and blest 

His daughter loo." 



Then heaving from her heart a heavy sigh, 
" Goddess ! from that happy home," cried she, 
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" The Almighty Man hath forced u 

And homeward with the thought u 

She turns her dizzy eye. But there on high, 

With many a dome aniJ pinnaele and spire, 

The summits of the Golden Palaces 

Blazed in the dark-blue sky, aloft, like fire, 

" Father, away ! " she cried, " away ! 

Wty linger we so nigh ? 

For not to him hath Nature given 

The thousand eyes of Deity, 

Always and everywhere, with open sight, 

To persecute our flight ! 

Away, away ! " she aaid, 

And took her father's hand; and, like a child, 

He followed where she led. 



THE SEPAEATION. 



5 comes on : arising fi'om the stream, 

Homeward the tall flamingo wings his flight; 

And, where he sails athwart the setting beam, 

His scarlet plumage glows with deeper light 

The watchman, at the wished approach of night. 

Gladly forsakes the field, where he all day. 

To scare the winged plunderers from their prey, 

With shout and sling, on yonder clay-ballt height, 

Hath borne the sultry ray. 
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Hark ! at the Goldea Palaces 

The Bramin strikes the hour : 

For leagues and leagues around, the hrazen sound 

Eolls through the stillness of departing day. 

Like thunder far away. 



Behold them wandering on their hopeless way, 

Unknowing where they stray, 

Yet sure where'er they stop to find no rest ! 

The evening gale is blowing; 

It plays among the trees : 

Like plumes upon a warrior's crest, 

They see yon cocoas tossing to the breeze. 

Ladurlad views them with impatient mind; 

Impatiently he hears 

The gale of evening blowing. 

The sound of waters flowing, 

As if all sights and sounds combined 

To moct his irremediable woe ; 

For not for him the blessed waters flow ; 

For not for him the gales of evening blow ; 

A fire is in his heart and briun, 

And Nature hath no healing for his pain. 



The Moon is up, still pale 

Amid the lingering light. 

A cloud, ascending iu the eastern sky. 

Sails slowly o'er the vale. 
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And darkens round, and closes in the night. 

No hospitable house is nigh, 
No traveller's home, the wanderers to invite- 
Forlorn, and with long washing overwoni, 
The wretched father and the wretched child 
Lie down amid the wild. 



Bcfoi'e them, full in sight, 

A white flag, flapping to the winds of night, 

Marks where the tiger seized a human prey. 

Far, far away, with natural dread, 

Shunning the perilous spot, 

At other fimes ahhorrent had ihey fled ; 

But now they heed it not. 

Nothing they care ; the boding death-flag now 

In vain for them may gleam and flutter there : 

Despair and agony in him 

Prevent all other thought ; 

And Kailyal hath no heart or sense for aught 

Save her dear father's strange and miserable lol. 



There, in the woodland shade, 

Upon the lap of that unhappy maid, 

His head Ladurlad laid. 

And never word he spake; 

Nor heaved he one complaining sigh. 

Nor groaned he with his misery, 

But silently, for her dear sate, 
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Endured the raging pain. 

And now the moon was hid on high ; 

No stars were glimmering in the slty; 

She could not see her lather's eye, — 

How red with burning agony ; 

" Perhaps he may be cooler now," 

She hoped, and longed to touch his brow 

With gentle hand, yet did not dare 

To lay the painful pressure there. 

Mow forward from the tree she beni. 

And anxiously her head she leant. 

And listened to his breath. 

Ladurlad's breath was short and quick, 

Tet regular it came, 

And, like the slumber of the sick, 

In panlings still the same. 

" Oh, if he sleeps ! " Her hps unclose, 

Intently hstening to fhc sound, — 

That equal sound, so like repose. 

Slill qaietly the sufferer lies. 

Bearing his torment now with resolute will : 

He neither moves nor groans nor sighs. 

" Doth satiate cruelty bestow 

This little respite to his woe ? " 

She thought ; " or are there Gods who look below ? " 

6. 

" Perchance," thought Kailyal, willingly deceived, 

" Our Marriataly hath his pain relieved ; 

And she hath bade the blessed Sleep assuage 
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His agony, despite the Bajah's rage." 

That was a hope which filled her gushing eyes, 

And made her heart in silent yearnings rise 

To bless the power divine in thankfulness. 

And, yielding to that joyful thought her mind. 

Backward the maid her aching head reclined 

Against the tree, and to her father's breath 

In fear she hearkened still with earnest ear. 

But soon forgetful fits the effort broke : 

In starts of recollection then she woke. 

Till now benignant Nature overcame 

The Virgin's weary and exhausted frame ; 

Nor able more her painful watch to keep, 

She closed her heavy lids, and sunk to sleep. 



Vain was her hope ! he did not rest from pain ; 

The Curse was burning in his brain : 

Alas ! the innocent maiden thought he slept ; 

But Sleep the Rsy'ah's dread commandment kept. 

Sleep knew Kehama'a Curse. 

The dews of night fell round them now ; 

They never bathed Ladurlad's brow, 

They knew Kehama's Curse. 

The night-wind is abroad; 

Aloft it moves among the stirring trees; 

He only heard the breeze, — 

No healing aid to him it brought ; 

It played around his head, and touched him not ; 

It knew Kehama's Curse. 
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Lbtening, Laduriad lay in his despair, 

If Kailyal slept ; for wherefore siiould she share 

Her father's wreluhedaess, which none could cure ? 

Better alone to suffer : he must bear 

The burden of his Curse ; but why endure 

The unavailing presence of her grief? 

She, loo, apart fi-om him, might find relief: 

For dead the Rajah deemed her ; and, as thus 

Already she his dread revenge had fled, 

So might she still escape, and live secure. 



Gently he lifts his head, 

And Kailyal does not feel ; 

Gently he rises up, — she slumbers still ; 

Gently he steals away with silent tread. 

Anon she started, for she felt him gone ; 

She called, and, through the stillness of the night. 

His step was heard in flight. 

Mistrustful for a moment of the sound, 

She listens, till the step is heard no more ; 

But then she knows that he indeed is gone, 

And with a thrilling shriek she rushes on. 

The darkness and the wood impede her speed : 

She lifts her voice again, — 

"Laduriad!" — and again, alike in vain. 

And with a louder cry 
Straiuiag its tone to hoarseness : fer away, 



II by Google 



THE CUKSE OF KEH4MA. 45 

Selfeli ii! misery, 
He heard the call, and faster did he fly. 

10. 

She lesma against that Irce whose jutting hough 

Smote her so rudely. Her poor hearl. 

How audibly it panted, 

"With sudden stop and start ! 

Her breath, how short and painfully it came ! 

Hark ! all is still around her ; 

And the night so utterly dark. 

She opened her eyes, and she closed them, 

And the blackness and blajik were the same. 

11. 

'Twas like a dream of horror; and she stood 

Half doubting whether all indeed were true. 

A Tiger's howl, loud echoing tlirough the wood, 

Koused her : the dreadful sound she knew, 

And turned instinctively to what she feared. 

Far off the Tiger's hungry howl was heai-d : 

A nearer horror met the maideu's view ; 

For right before her a dim form appeared, 

A human form in that black nighl, 

Distinctly shaped by its own lurid light. 

Such light as the sickly Moon is seen to shed 

Through spell-raised fogs, — a bloody, baleful red. 



That Spectre fixed his eyes upon her full : 
The light which shone m their accursed orbs 
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Was like a light from Hull ; 
And it grew deeper, kindling with the view. 

She could not turn her sight 

From that infernal gaze, which hke a spell 

Bound her, and held her rooted to the ground. 

It palsied every power j 

Her limbs availed her not in that dread hour; 

There was no moving thence ; 

Thought, memory, sense, were gone ; 

She heard not now the Tiger's nearer cry ; 

She thought not on her fiither now ; 

Her cold heart's blood i-an back ; 

Her hand lay senseless on the bough it clasped; 

Her feet were motionless ; 

Her fascinated eyes 

Like the stone eyeballs of a statue fixed, 

Yet conscious of the sight that blasted them. 

13. 

The wind ts abroad ; 

It opens the clouds : 

Scattered before the gale, 

They skurry through the sky ; 

And the darkness, retiring, rolls over the vale. 

The Stars in their beauty come forth on high ; 

And through the dark-blue n'ght 

The Moon rides on triumphant, broad, and bright. 

Distinct and darkening in her light 

Appears that Spectre foul : 

The moonbeam gives his face and form to sight. 
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The shape of man, 

The living form and fece of Arvalan ! — 

His hands are spread to claap her. 



But at that sight of dread the Maid awolte : 

As if a lightning-stroke 

Had burst the spell of fear, 

Away she broke all franticly, and fled. 

There stood a temple near, beaide the way, 

An open fane of Pollear, gentle God, 
To whom the travellers for protection pray. 

With elephantine head and eye severe, 
Here stood his image, such as when he seized 
And tore the rebel Giant from the ground. 

With mighty trunk wreathed round 
His impotent bulk, and on liis tusks, on high 
Impaled upheld him between earth and sky. 

15. 

Thither the affrighted Maiden sped her flight, 

And she hath reached the place of sanctuary ; 

And now withm the temple in despite. 

Tea, even before the altar, in hia sight. 

Hath Ai-valan, with flesldy arm of mighl. 

Seized her. That instant the insulted God 

Caught hira aloft, and from his sinuous grasp, 

As if from some tort catapult let loose, 

Over the forest hurled him all abroad. 
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16. 

O'ercome with dread, 

She tarried not to see wlmt heavenly Power 

Had saved her in that hour : 

Breathless and faint she fled. 

And now her foot Struck on the knotted root 

Of a broad icanchiiieel ; and there the Maid 

Fell senselessly heneath the deadly shade. 



CASYAPA. 

1. 

Shall this, then, be thy fate, O lovely Maid? 

Thus, Kaiiyal, must thy sorrows then he eaded! 

Her face upon tlie ground. 

Her arms at length extended, 

There, like a corpse, behold her laid 

Beneath the deadly shade ! 

What if the hungry Tiger, prowlmg hy. 

Should snufT his banquet nigh ? 

Alas ! Death needs not now his ministry : 

The baleful boughs hang o'er her, 

The poison dews descend. 

What Power will now restore her? 

What God will he her fnend? 



Bright and so beautiful was that fair night. 
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It might have cnlmed ihe gay amid their mirth, 
And given the wretched a delight in tears. 

One of the Glendoveers, 

The lovehest race of all of heavenly birth, 

Hovering with gentle motion o'er tie earth, 

Amid the moonlight air, 

In sportive flight was floating round and round. 

Unknowing where his joyous way was tending. 

He saw the Maid where motionless she lay, 

And stooped his flight descending, 

And raised her from the ground. 

Her heavy eyelids are half closed ; 

Her cheeks are pale and livid like the dead ; 

Doini hang her loose arms lifelessly; 

Down hangs her languid head. 

3. 

With timely pity touched for one ao feir, 

The gentle Glendoveer 

Pressed her, thus pale and senseless, to his 

breast, 

And springs aloft in air with sinewy wings, 

And hears the Maiden there. 
Where HimaJtoot, the holy Mount, on high 

From mid-earth rising in mid-heaven. 

Shines in its glory like the throne of Even. 

Soaring with strenuous flight above. 

He bears her to the blessed Grove, 

Where in his ancient and august abodes. 

There dwells old Casyapa, the Sire of Gods. 
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The Father of the Immortals sate, 

Whei'e, underneath the Tree of Life, 

The Fountains of the Saered River sprung; 

The Father of the Immortals smiled 

Benignant on his son, 

" Know'st thou," he said, " my child, 

Ereenia, know'st thou whom thou bringest here, 

A mortal to the holy atmosphere ? " 



I found her in the Groves of Earth, 

Beneath a poison-tree, 

Thus lifeless as thou seest her. 

In pity have I brought her to these bowers, 

Not erring, Father ! by that smile, — 

By that benignant eye! 



What if the Maid be sinful ? if her ways 

Were ways of darkness, and her death predoomed 

To that black hour of midnight, when the Moon 

Hath turned her face away, 

Unwilling to behold 
The unhappy end of guilt ? 



Tlieii what a lie, my Sire, were written here 
In these fair characters ! and she had died. 
Sure proof of purer life and happier doom, 
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Now in the moonlight, ia the eye of Heaven, 

If I had left so feir a flower to fade. 

But thou, aU knowing as thou art, 

Why aakest thou of me ? 

Father, oldest, holiest, wisest, best, 

To whom all things are plain, 

"Why askeat thou of me ? 



Know'st thou Kehama? 



The Almighty Man ! 

Who knows not him and his treniendous power ? 

The Tyrant of the Earth, 

The Enemy of Heaven ! 



Fear'st thou the Rajah ? 



Yea, lie is terrible ! such power hath he, 

That hope hath entered Hell. 

The Asuras and the spirits of the diimned 

Acclaim their Hero ; Yamen, with the might 

Of Godhead, searce can quell 

The rebel race aceurat : 
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Half from their beds of torture they uprise, 

And half uproot their chains. 

Is tiiere not feaj in Heaven ? 

The Souls that are in bliss suspend their joy ; 

The danger hath disturbed 

The calm of Deity ; 

And Brama fears, and Vishnu turns his face 

In doubt toward Siva's throne. 

I have seen Indra tremble at his prayers, 

And at his dreadful penances turn pale. 

They claim and wrest from Siva power so vast, 

That even Siva's self, 

The Highest, cannot grant, and be secure. 



And darest thou, Ereenia, brave 
The Almighty Tyrant's power? 



I brave him, Father ! I ? 



Darest thou brave his vengeance ? — For, if not, 

Take her again to earth ; 

Cast her before the Tiger in his path, 

Or where the death-dew-dropping tree 

May work Kehama's will. 
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Then meet his wrath ' for He, even He, 
Hath set upon tliis worm hia wanton foot. 

I knew her not, hi'W wretched and how feir, 

When here I wafted her. Poor Child of Earth ! 

Shall I forsake fhee, seeing thee so fair, 

So wretched? O my Father, let the Maid 

Dwell in the Sacred Grove ! 

That must not he; 

For Force and Evil then would enter here; 

Gianges, the holy stream which cleanseth sin, 

Would flow from hence polluted in its springs, 

And they, who gasp upon its hanks in death, 

Feel no salvation. Piety and Peace 

And Wisdom, — these are mine ; but not the power 

Whieh could protect her Irom the Almighty Man; 

Nor when the Spirit of dead Arvalan 

Should persecute her here to glut his rage, 

To heap upon her yet more agony, 

And ripen more damnation for himself. 

Dead Arvalan ? 



All power to him, whereof 
The disembodied spirit in its slate 
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Of weakness could be made participant, 

Kehama hath assigned, until his days 

Of wandering shall be numbered. 



Look ! she drinks 

The gale of healing from the blessdd Groves j 

She stira ; and, lo ! her hand 

Hath touched the Holy River in its source, 

Who would have shrunk if aught impure were nig 

The Maiden, of a truth, is pure from sin. 



The waters of the Holy Spring 

About the hand of Kailyal play ; 

They rise, they sparkle, and they sing, 

Leaping where languidly she lay, 

As if with that rejoicing stir 

The Holy Spring would welcome her. 

The Tree of Life, which o'er her spread, 

Benignant bowed its sacred head. 

And dropped its dews of healing ; 

And her heart-blood, at every breath 

Recovering from the strife of death, 

Drew in new strength and feeling. 

Behold her beautiful in her repose, 

A life-bloom reddening now her dark-brown cheek ! 

And, lo ! her eyes unclose, 
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Dark as the depth of Ganges' spring profound, 

When night hangs over it ; 

Bright as the Moon's refulgent beam, 

That quivers on its dear npsparkhng stream. 

6. 

Boon she let fall her lids, 

As one who, irom » blissful dream 

Waking to thoughts of pain, 

Fain would return to sleep, and dream again. 

Distrustful of the sight, 

She moves not, fearing to disturb 

The deep and full delight. 

In wonder fised, opening agam her eye 

She gazes silently. 

Thinking her mortal pilgrimage was past, 

That she had reached her heavenly home of rest, 

And these were Giods before her. 

Or spirits of the blest. 

7. 

Lo ! at Ereenia's voice, 

A Ship of Heaven comes sailing down the skies. 

" Where wouldst thou bear her ? " cries 

The ancient Sire of Gods. 

" Straight to the Swerga, to my Bower of Bliss," 

The Glendoveer replies, 

" To Indra's own abodes. 

Foe of her foe, were it alone for this, 

Indra should guarf her from his vengeance there ; 
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But if the God forbear, 

Unwilling yet the perilous strife lo try, 

Or shrinking from tie dreadful Rajah's might, — 

Weak as I am, Father ! even 1 

Stand forth in Siva's sight." 



" Trust thou in him whate'er betide, 

And stand forth fearlessly ! " 

The Sire of Gods replied. 

" All that He wills is right ; and doubt not thou, 

Howe'er our feeble scope of sight 

May fail us now, 

His righteous will ia al! things must be done : 

My blessing be upon thee, my son ! " 



THE SWERGA. 



Then, ia the Ship of Heaven, Ercenia laid 

The waking, wondering Maid : 

The Ship of Heaven, instinct with thought, displayed 

Its living sail, and gUdes along the sky. 

On either side, in wavy tide, 

The clouds of mom along its path divide ; 

The Winds, who swept in wild career on high, 

Before its presence check their charmed force ; 
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The Winds, that loitering lagged along their course, 

Around the living Bark enamoured play. 
Swell uaderEcatii the sail, and sing before its way. 



That Bark, in shape, was like the furrowed shell 

Wherein the Sea-Nymphs to their parent-King, 

On festal day, then- duteous offerings bring. 

Its hue? — Go, watuh the last green light 

Ere Evening yields the western sky to Night ; 

Or fix upon the Sun thy strenuous sight 

Till thou hast reached its orb of chrysolite. 

The sail, from end to end displayed, 

Bent, like a i-ambow, o'er the Maid. 

An Angel's head, with visual eye. 

Through trackless space, directs its chosen way; 

Nor aid of wing nor fixit nor fin 

Requires to voyage o'er the obedient sky. 

Smooth as the swan, when not a breeze at even 

Disturbs the surface of the silver stream. 

Through air and sunshine ssuls the Ship of Heaven. 



Recumbent there the Maiden glides along 

On her aerial way ; 

How swift she feels not, though the swiftest wind 

Had flagged in flight behind. 

Motionless as a sleeping babe she lay. 

And all serene in mind, 
Feehng no fear ; for that ethereal air 
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With such new life and joyance filled her hearl. 

Fear could not enter there ; 

For sure she deemed her mortal part was o'er, 

And she was sailing to the heavenly shore ; 

And that angelic form, who moved beside, 

Was some good Spirit sent to be her guide. 

4. 

Daugliter of Earth ! therein thou deeni'st aright ; 

And never yet did form more bea«liful, 

In dreams of night descending from on high. 

Bless the religious Vir^n's ^fted sight. 

Nor, like a vision of delight, 

Rise on the mptured Poet's inward eye. 

Of human form divine was he, 

The immortal Youth of Heaven who floated by. 

Even such as that divinest form shall be 

In those blest stages of our onward race, 

"When no infirmity, 

Low thought, nor base desire, nor wasting care, 

Delace the semblance of our heavenly sire. 

5. 
The wings of Eagle or of Cherubim 

Had seemed unworthy him ; 

Angehc power and dignity and grace 

Were in his glorious pennons ; from the neck 

Down to the ancle reached their swelling web, 

Richer than robes of Tyrian dye, that deck 

Imperial Majesty ; 



II by Google 



Their color like the winier's moonless sky, 

When all the stars of midnight's canopy 

Shine forth ; or bke the azure deep at noon, 

Reflecting back to heaven a brighter blue. 

Suchwas their tint when closed; hut, when outspread, 

The permeating light 

Shed through their substance thin a varying hue ; 

Now bright as when the rose, 

Beauteous as fragrant, gives to scent and sight 

A like delight; now like the juice that flows 

From Douro's generous vine ; 

Or ruby, when with deepest red it glows ; 

Or as the morning clouds refulgent shine. 

When, at forthcoming of the Lord of Day, 

The Orient, like a shrine. 

Kindles as it receives the rising ray. 

And, heralding his way, 

Proclaims the presence of the Power divine. 



Thus glorious were the wings 

Of that celestial Spirit, as he went 

Disporting through his native element. 

Nor these alone 

The gorgeous beauties that they gave to view : 

rUrough the broad membrane branched a pliant 

Spreading like fibres from their parent stem ; 

Its veins like interwoven silver shone, 

Or as the chaster hue 
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Of pearls that grac* some Sultan's diadem. 

Now with slow stroke and strong behold him smile 

The buoyant air; and now in gentler flight, 

On motionless wing expanded, shoot along. 

7. 

Through mr and sunshine sails the Ship of Heaven : 

Far, far beneath them lies 

The gross and heavy atmosphere of earth ; 

And, with the Swerga gales, 

The Maid of mortal birth 

At every breath a new delight inhales. 

And now toward its port the Ship of Heaven, 

Swift as a falling meteor, shapes its flight, 

Yet gently as the dews of night that gem, 

And do not bend, the harebell's slenderest stem. 

" Daughter of Earth ! " Ereenia cried, " alight ; 

This is thy place of rest, the Swei^a this ; 

Lo, here my Bower of Blisp ! " 

8. 

He furled his azure wings, which round him fold 

Graceful as robes of Grecian chief of old. 

The happy Kailya! knew not where to gaze : 

Her eyes around in joyful wonder roam, 

Now turned upon the lovely Glendoveer, 

Now on his heavenly home. 
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And 1 will guard llee, feeble as 1 am. 

The Almighty Rajah shall not harm thee here, 

While Tndra keeps hia throne. 



Alas, thou feaoest him ! 

Immortal as thou art, thou fearest him ! 

I thought that death had saved me from his power 

Not even the dead are safe ! 



I/ong years of life and happiness, 

Child of Earth, be thine ! 

From death I saved thee, and from all thy foea 

"Will save thee, while the Swerga is secure. 



Not me alone, O gentle Deveta ! 

I have a Father suffering upon earth, 

A persecuted, wretched, poor, good man, 

For whose strange misery 

There is no human help ; 

And none but T dare comfort him 

Beneath Kehajna's Curse : 
gentle Deveta, protect him too ! 

Come, plead thyaelf to Indra ! Words like thine 

May win their purpose, rouse his slumbering heart, 

And make him yet put forth liis arm to wield 

The thunder, while the thunder is his own. 
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Then to the Garden of the Deity 
Ereenia led the Maid. 
In the mid-garden towered a giiuit Tre« ; 
■top it grew, 



Rock-rooted oi 



Eeared its unpivalled liead on high, 

And stretched a thousand branches o'ei- the ^y, 

Drinking with all its leaves celestial dew. 

Lo, where from thence, as from a living well, 

A thousand torrents flow ! 

For still in one perpetual shower, 

Like diamond-drops, ethereal waters fell 

From eveiy leaf of all its ample bower. 

Rolling adown the sleep 

From that aerial height, 

Through the deep shade of aromatic trees, 

Half seen, the cataracts shoot their gleams of li^ht, 

And pour upon the breeze 

Their thousand voices ; far away the roar, 

In modulations of delightful sound, 

Half heard and ever varying, floats around. 

Below, an ample Lake expanded lies. 

Blue as the o'er-arching skies : 

Forth issuing from that lovely Lake, 

A thousand rivers water Paradise. 

Full to the brink, yet never overflowing. 

They cool the amorous gales, which, ever blowing, 

O'er iheir melodious surface love to stray ; 

Then, winging baek their way. 

Their vapors to the parent Tree repay ; . 
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And ending thus where they began, 

And feeding tlius the source from whence they came, 

The eterna! rivers of the Swerga ran, 

For ever renovate, yet still the same. 

10. 

On that ethertal lake, whose waters lie 

Blue and transpicuous, like another sky, 

The Elements had reared their King's abode. 

A strong, controlling power their strife suspended, 

And there their hostile essences they blended, 

To form a Palace worthy of the God. 

Built on the Lake, the waters were its floor ; 

Aiid here its walls were water ai-ched with iire, 

And here were fire with water vaulted o'er; 

And spires and pinnacles of fire 

Round watery cupolas aspire, 

And domes of rainbow rest on fiery towers, 

And roofs of flame are furreted around 

With cloud, and shafts of cloud with flame are bound. 

Here, too, the Elements for ever veer. 

Ranging around with endless interchanging; 

Pursued in love, and so in love pursuing, 

In endless revolutions here they roll; 

For ever their mysterious work renewing ; 

The parts all shifting, still unchanged the whole. 

Even we on earth at intervals descry 

Gleams of the glory, streaks of flowing light. 

Openings of heaven, and streams that flash at nio-ht. 

In fitful splendor, through the northern sky. 
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II. 

Impatient of delay, Ereenia cauglit 

The Maid aloft, and spread his wings abroad, 

And bore her to the presence of the God. 

There Indra safe upon his throne recKned, 

Where Devetas adore him : 

The lute of Nared, warbling on the wind, 

AH tones of magic Ijarraony combined 

To soothe his troubled mind, 

While the dark-eyed Apsaras danced before him. 

In vain the God-musician played. 

In vaia the dark-eyed Nymphs of Heaven essayed 

To ehai-m him with their beauties in the dance ; 

And when he saw the mortal Mwd appear, 

Led by the heroic GleDdoveer, 

A deeper trouble filled his countenance. 

" What hast thou done, Ereenia," said the God, 

" Bringing a mortal here ? " 

And, while he spake, his eye was on the Maid; 

The look he gave was solemn, not severe ; 

No hope to Kailyal it conveyed, 

And yet it struck no fear : 

There was a sad displeasure in his air; 

But pity, too, was there. 



Hear me, Indra ! On the lower earth 
I found this child of man, by what mishap 

I know not, lying in the lap of death. 

Aloft I bore her to our Father's grove, 
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Not having other thought than, when the gales 

Of bliss had healpd her upon earth again 
To leave its lovely daughter Other thoughts 

Arose, when Casy^pa ilechred her fate ; 
For she is one who groins beneath the power 

Of the drend Kajah, temble alike 

To men and Godi His son dead Arvalan, 

Armed with a portion Indra of thy power, 

Already wrested from thee, persecutes 

The Mnid, the helpless one, the innocent. 

What, then, behooved me but to waft her here 

To my own Bower of Bliaa? what other choice? 

The Spirit of foul Arvalan not yet 

Hath power to enter here ; here thou art yet 

Supreme, and yet the Swer^a is thine own. 



No child of man, Ereeiiia, in the Bowers 

Of Bliss may sojourn, till he hath put off 

His mortal part ; for on mortality 

Time and Infirmity and Death attend, 

Close followers they, and, in their mournful 

(rain, 

Sorrow and Pain and Mutability. 

Md these find entrance here, we should behold 

Our joys, like earthly summers, pass away. 

Those joys perchance may pass ; a stronger hand 

May wrest my sceptre, and unparadise 

The Swerga : . but, Ereenia, if we fell, 

Let it be Fate's own arm that casts us down ) 
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We will not rashly hasten and provoke 
The blow, nor bring ourselves the ruin oi 



Fear courts the blow, Pear brings the ruin on. 

Needs must the ehariot-wheels of Itestiny 

Crush him who throws himself before their track, 

Patient and prostratf'. 



All may yet be well: 

Who knows but Vishnu will descend and save, 

Once more incarnate ? 



Look not there for help, 

Nor build on unsubstantial hope thy trust. 

Our Father Casyapa hath said he turns 

Hia doubtful eye to Siva, even as thou 

Dost look to him for aid. But thine own strength 

Should for thine own salvation be put forth ; 

Then might the higher Powers, approving, see 

And bless the brave resolve. — Oh that my arm 

Could wield yon lightnings wh h p!a dly here. 

In inoffensive radiance, ro nd h} head 

The Swerga should not need a ban p a now 

Nor Earth implore deUveran e 11 an 

Think'st thou I want the will, rash Son of Heaven ? 
What if my arm be feeble as thine own 
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AgaiDst the dread Kehama? He went on 

Conquering in irresistible career, 

Till his triumphant car had measured o'er 

The iusuflieient earth, and all the Kings 

Of men received hia yoke ; then had he won 

His will, — to ride upon their necks elate, 

And crown his conquests with the sacrifice 

That should, lo men and gods, proclaim him Lord 

And Sovereign Master of the vassal World, 

Sole Eajah, the Omnipotent below 

The steam of that portentous aacriflce 

Arose to Heaven. Then was the hour to strike i 

Then, in the consummation of his pride. 

His height of glory, then the thunderbolt 

Should have gone forth, and buried him from hia 

throne 

Down to the fiery floor of Padalon, 

To everiasting burnings, agony 

Eternal,. and remorse which knows no end. 

That hour went by : grown impious in success. 

By prayer and penanees he wrested now 

Such power from Fate, that soon, if Siva turn not 

His eyes on earth, and no Avatar save, 

Soon will he seize the Swei^a for his own, 

Roll on through Padalon his chariot-wheels, 

Tear up the adamantine bolts which lock 

The accurst Asuras to its burning floor, 

And force the drink of Immortality 

From Yamen's charge. Vain were it now to 
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My thunder cannot pieree the sphere of power 
Wherewith, as with a girdle, he is bound. 



Take me to earth, gentle Deveta ! 

Take me again to earth ! This is no place 

Of rest for me ! My Father still must bear 

His Curse : he shall uot bear it all alone ; 

Take me to earth, that I may follow him I 

1 do not fear the Almighty Man ! The Goda 

Are feeble here ; but there are higher Powers, 

Who will not turn their eyes from wrongs like ours. 

Take me to earth, gentle Deveta ! 

12. 

Saying thus, she knelt, and to his knees she clung, 
ADd howed her head, in tears and silence praying. 

Rising anon, around his neck she flung 

Her arms, and there with folded hands she hung ; 

And, fixing on the guardian Glcndoveer 

Her eyes, more eloquent than Angel's tongue, 

Again she cried, " There is no comfort here ! 

I must be with my Father in his pain. 

Take me to earth, Deveta, again ! " 

13. 

Indra with admiration heard the Maid. 

" Child of Earth ! " he cried, 

" Already in thy spirit thus divine, 

Whatever weal or woe betide, 



II by Google 



Be that high sense of duty stiU thy guide, 
And all good Powers wiE aid a soul like thioe." 

Then turning to Ereenia, thus he said : 

" Take her where Ganges hath ils second birth, 

Below our sphere, and yet above the earth ; 

There may Ladurlad rest beyond the power . 

Of the dread Rajah, till the fated hour." 



THE SACRIFICE. 

1. 

Dost thou tremble, Indra, God of the Sky ? 

Why slumber those thunders of thine ? 

Dost thou tremble on Ugh, — 

Wilt tliou tamely the Swei'ga resign, — 

Art thou smitten, Indra ! with dread ? 

Or seest thou not, seest thou not, Monarch divine, 

How many a day to Siva's shrine 

Kehania his victim hath led? 

Nine and ninety days are fled, 

Nine and ninety steeds have bled ; 

One more, the rite will be complete, — 

One victim more, and this the dreadful day. 

Then will the impious Rajah seize tliy seat, 

And wrest the thunder-sceptre from thy sway. 

Along the mead the hallowed Steed 

Yet bends at liberty hia way ; 
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At noon his consummating blood will flow. 

Oh day of woe ! above, below, 

That blood confirms the Almighty Tyrant's reign ! 

Thou tremblest, Indra, God of the Sky ! 

Thy thunder is vain ; 

Thou tremblest on high for thy power ! 

But where is Vishnu at this hour ? 

But where is Siva's eye? 

Is the Destroyer blind ? 

Is the Preserver careless for mankind ? 



Along the mead the hallowed Steed 

Still wanders wheresoe'er he will, 

O'er hill or dale or plain : 

No human hand hath tricked that mane 

From whicli he shakes (he morning dew ; 

His mouth has never felt the rein, 

His lips have never frothed the ch^n ; 

For, pure of blemish and of stain, 

His neck unbroke to mortal yoke, 

Like Natm-e free the Steed must be, — 

Fit offering for the Immortals he. 
A year and day the Steed must stray, 
Wherever chance may guide his way, 

Before he fall at Siva's shrine: 

The year and day have passed away, 

Kor touch of man hath marred the rite divine, 

And now at noon the Steed must bleed ; 

The perfect rite to-day must force the meed 
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Which Fate reluctant shudders to bestow ; 

Then must the Swerga-God 

Yield to the Tyrant of the World below ; 

Then must the Devetas obey 

The Rajah's rod, and groan beneath his hateful sway. 



The Sun rides high, the hour is nigh : 

The multitude, who long. 

Lest aught should mar the rite, 

In circle wide on every side, 

Have kept the Steed in sight, 

Contract their circle now, and drive him on. 

Drawn in bng files before the Temple-couri, 

The Rajah's archers flank an ample space ; 

Here, moving onward still, they drive him near. 

Then, opening, give him waj to enter here. 

4. 
Behold him ! how he starts and flings his head ! 

On either side in glittering oi-der spread, 

The archei-s, ranged, in narrowing lines, appear : 

The multitude behind close up the rear 

With moonlike bend, and silently await 

The awfiil end. 

The rile that shall from Indra wrest his power. 

In front, with far-strefched walls, and many a lower. 

Turret and dome and pinnacle elate, 

The huge Pagoda seems to load the land ; 

And there before the gate 
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The Bramin lianii expectant stand ; 
The axe is ready for Kehama's Land. 



Hark 1 at the Golden Palaces 

The Bramin strikes the time ! 

One, two, three, four, — a thrice-told chime j 

And then again, — one, two. 

The bowl, that in its vessel floats, anew 

Must fill and sink again ; 

Then will the final stroke be due. 

The Sun rides high, the noon is nigh ; 

And silently, as if spell-bound. 

The multitude expect the sound. 

6. 

Lo ! how the Steed, with sudden start, 

Turns his quick head lo every part ! 

Long files of men on every side appear. 

The sight might well his heart affright; 

And yet the silence that is here 

Inspires a stranger fear ; 

For not a murmur, not a sound 

Of breath or motion, rises round ; 

No stir is heard in all that mighty crowd. 

He neighs ; and from the temple-wall 

The voice I'e-eehoes loud. 

Loud and distinct, ae from a hill 

Across a lonely vale, when all is still. 
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Witliin the temple, on his golden throne 

Eeclined, Kehama lies, 

Watching with steady eyes 

The perfumed light, tliat, burning bright, 

Metes out the passing hours. 

On either hand his eunuchs stand, 

Freshening with fans of peacock-plumes the air, 

Which, redolent of all rich gums and flower. 

Seems, overcharged with sweets, to stagnate there. 

Lo ! the time-taper's flame, ascending slow. 

Creeps up its coil toward the fated line : 

Kehama rises, and goes forth; 

And I'rora the altar, ready where it lies, 

He takes the axe of sacrifice. 



Thai iBsUnt, from the crowd, with sudden shout, 

A Man sprang out 

To lay upon the Steed his hand profane. 

A thousand archers, with unerring eye. 

At once let fly, 

And with their hurtling arrows fill the sky. 

In vain they fall upon him fast as vain: 

He bears a charmed hfe, which may defy 

Ali weapons ; and the darts that whiz around. 

As from an adamantine panoply 

Repelled, fall idly to the ground. 

Kehama clasped his hands in agony, 

And saw him grasp the hallowed courser's mane. 
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Spring up with sudden bound, 

And, with a frantic cry 

And madman's gesture, gallop round and round. 

9. 

They seize, they drag him to the Hajah's feet. 

What doom will now be his ? What vengeaow meet 

Will he, who knows no mercy, now require? 

The obsequious guards around, with bloodhound eye. 

Look for the word, in slow-consuming fire, 

By piecemeal death, to make the wretch expire; 

Or hoist his living carcass, hooked on high, 

To feed the fowls and insects of the sky ; 

Or, if aught worse inventive cruelty 

To that remorseless heart of royalty 

Might prompt, accursed instruments they stand 

To work the wicked will with wicked hand. 

Far other thoughts were in the multitude: 

Pity and human feehngs held them slill ; 

And stifled sighs alid groans suppressed were there, 

And many a secret curse and inward prayer 

Culled on the insulted Gods to save mankind. 

Expecting some new crime, in fear they stood, — 

Some horror which would make the natural blood 

Start, with cold shudderings thriU the sinking heart. 

Whiten the lip, and make the abhorrent eye 

Koll back and close, pressed in for agony. 

10. 

How then fared he for whom the mighty crowd 

Suffered in spirit thus, — how then fared he? 
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A ghastly smile was on liis lip, Lis eye 

Glai-ed with a ghastly hope, as he drew nigh. 

And cried aloud, " Yes, Kajali ! it is I ! 

And wilt ihou kill me now?" 

The countenance of the Almighty Man 

Feli when he knew Ladurlad, and his bi"ow 

"Was clouded with despite, aa one ashamed. 

" That wreteh again ! " indignant he exclaimed, 

And smote his forehead, and stood silently 

Awhile in wrath ; then, with ferocious smile, 

And eyes which seemed to darken his dark cheek, 

" Let him go free ! " he cried ; " he hath his Curse, 

And vengeance upon him can wreak no worse : 

But ye who did not stop him — tremble ye ! " 



He bade the archers pile their weapons there : 

jHo manly courage filled the slavish band, 

No sweetening vengeance roused a brave despair. 

He called his horsemen then, and gave command 

To hem the offenders in, and hew them down. 

Ten thousand cimetei's, at once upreared, 

Flash up like watei's sparkling to the sun : 

A second time the fatal brands appeared 

Lifted aloft, — they glittered then no more ; 

Their hght was gone, their splendor quenched in 

gore. 

At noon llie massacre begun. 

And night closed in before the work of death was 
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1. 

The steam of slaughter from that place of blood 

Spread o'er the tainted sky. 

Vultures, for whom the Rajah's tyranny 

So oft had furnished food, from far and nigh 

Sped to the lure : aloft, with joyful cry, 

Wheeling around, they hovered overhead; 

Or, on the temple perched with greedy eye. 

Impatient watched the dead. 

Far off the Tigers, in the inmost wood. 

Heard the death-shriek, and sunffed the scent of 

They rose, and through the covert went their way, 
Couched at the forest edge, and waited for their 



He who had sought for death went wandering on : 

The hope which had inspired his heart was gone ; 

Yet a wild joyance still inflamed his iace, — 

A smile of vengeance, a triumphant glow. 

Where goes he ? Whither should Ladurlad go? 

Unwittingly the wretch's footsteps trace 

Their wonted path toward his dwelling-place ; 

And wandering on, unknowing where. 

He starts like one surprised at finding he ia there. 
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3. 

Behold his lowly home, 

By yonder hroacl-boughed plane o'ershaded ! 

There Marriataly'a Image stands, 

And tliere the garland twined by Kailyal's hands 

Around its brow hath faded. 

The peacocks, at their master's sight, 

Quick from the leafy thatch alight, 

And hurvy round, and search the ground, 

And veer their glancing oecka from side to side, 

Expecting from his hand 

Their daily dole which erst the Maid supplied, 

Now all too long denied. 



But, as he gazed around, 

How strange did all accustomed sights appear! 

How differently did each familiar sound 

Assml his altered ear ! 

Here stood tlie marriage-bower, 

Reared in that happy hour 

When he, with festal joy and youthful pride, 

Had brought Tedillian home, his beauteous bride 

Leaves not its own, and many a borrowed flower. 

Had then bedecked it, withering ere the night; 

But he who looked from that auspicious day 

For years of long delight. 

And would not see the marriage-bower decay. 

There planted and nursed up, with daily care. 

The sweetest herbs that scent the ambient air, 
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And trained them round to live and flourish there. 

Nor when dread Yamen'a will 

Had called Yedillian from lijs arras away, 

Ceased he to tend the marriage-bower, but still, 

Sorrowing, had dressed it lilie a pious rite 

Due to the monument of past delighL 



He took his wonted seat before the door, — 

Even as of yore, 
When he was wont to view, with placid eyes, 

His daughter at her evening sacrifice. 

Here were the flowers whidi she so carefully 

Did love to rear for Marriataly's brow ; 

Neglected now. 

Their heavy heads were drooping, over-blown : 

AH else appeared the same as heretofore, 

All — save himself alone ; 

How happy then, — and now a wretch for evermore ! 



The markef-flag, which, hoisted high. 

From far and nigh, 

Above yon cocoa-grove is seen, 

Hangs motionless amid the sultry sky. 

Loud sounds the village drum ; a happy crowd 

Is there : Ladurlad hears their distant voices. 

But with their joy no more his heart rejoices ; 

And how their old companion now may fere, 

Little they know, and less they care : 
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The torment he is doomed to bear 
Was but to them the, wonder of a day, 
A burden of sad thoughta soon put away. 



They knew not that the wretehed man was near. 

And yet it seemed, to his distempered ear, 

As if they wronged him with their merriment. 

Resentfully he turned away his eyes, 

Yet turned them but to find 

Sights that enraged his mind 

With envious grief more wild and overpowering. 

The tank which fed his fields was there, and there 

The lai^e-leaved lotus on the watere flowering. 

There, from the intolerable heat 

The buf&loes retreat ; 

Only their nostrils raised to meet the wr, 

Amid the sheltering element they rest. 

Impatient of the sight, he closed hia eyes, 

And bowed his burning head, and in despair 

Calling on Indra, — " Thunder-God ! " he said, 

"Thou owest to me alone tliis day thy throne; 

Be gj-atefuS, and in merey strike me dead." 

8. 
Despair had routed him to that hopeless prayer ; 
Yet, thinking on ihe heavenly Powers, his mind 
Di-ew comfort ; and he rose and gathered flower's, 

And twined a crown for Marriataly's brow ; 

And, taking then her withered garland down, 
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d it with the blooming coronal. 

"Not for myself," the uiiliappy Father cried, 

" Not for myself, O Mighty One ! I pray. 

Accursed as I am heyond thy aid ! 

But, oh I be gracious still to that dear Maid 

Who crowned thee with these garlands day by day. 

And danced before thee aye at even-tide 

In beauty and in pride. 

O Marriataly, whereso'er she stray 

Forlorn and wretched, still be thou her guide!" 



A loud and fiendish laugh replied, 

Scoffing his prayer. Aloft, as from the air, 

The soimd of insult came : he looked, and there 

The visage of dead Arvalan came forth. 

Only his fece amid the clear-blue sky. 

With long-drawn lips of insiolent mockery, 

And eyes whose lurid glare 

Was like a sulphur fire. 

Mingling with darkness ere its flames expire. 



Ladurlad knew him well : enraged to see 

The cause of all his misery. 

He stooped and lifted from the ground 

A stake, whwe fatal point was black with blood ; 

The same wherewith his hand had dealt the wound, 

When Arvalan, in hour with evil fraught, 

For violation seized the shrieking Maid. 
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Thus armed, in act again to strike he stood, 

And twice with inefficient wrath essayed 

To smite the impassive shade. 

The lips of scorn their mockery-laugh renewed ; 

And Arvalan put forth a hand, and caught 

The sunbeain, and, condensing there its light, 

Upon Ladurlad turned the burning stream. 

Vain cruelty ! the stake 

Fell in white ashes from his hold, but he 

Endured no added pain ; his agony 

Was full, and at the height ; 

The burning stream of radiance nothing harmed him ; 

A fire was in his heart and brain, 

And from all other flame 
Keliama's Curse had charmed him. 



Anon tlie Spirit waved a second hand : 

Down rushed the obedient whirlwind from the sky, 

Scooped up the sand like smoke, and from on high 

Shed the hot shower upon Ladurlad's head, 

"Wliere'er he turns, the accursed Hand is there ; 

East, West, and North and South, oh every side 

The Hand accursed waves in air to guide 

The dizzying storm ; ears, nostrils, eyes, and mouth. 

It fills and chokes, and, clog^ng every pore, 

Taught him new torments might be yet in store. 

Where shall he turn to fly? Behold his house 

In flames! uprooted lies the marriage-bower,. 

The Goddess buried by the- sandy shower. 
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Blindly, with staggering step, he reek about ; 

And still the accursed Hand pursued, 

And still the lips of scam their mockery-laugh 

renewed. 

12. 

What, Ari-alan ! hast thou so soon forgot 

The grasp of Pollear ? Wilt thou atJll defy 

The righteous Powers of heaven ? or know'st thou 

That there are yet superior Powers on high, 

Son of the Wicked ? — Lo ! in rapid flight, 

Ereenia hastens from the ethereal height ; 

Bright ia the sword celestial in his hftnd : 

Like lightning in its path athwart the sky, 

He comes, and drives with angel-arm the hlow. 

Oft have the Asuras, in the wai's of Heaven, 

Felt that keen sword hy arm angelic driven, 

And fled before it from the fields of light. 

Thrice tlirough the vulnerable Shade 

The Glendoveer impels the gridmg blade ; 

The wicked Shade flies howling from his foe. 

So let that Spirit foul 

Fly, and, for impotence of anger, how]. 

Writhing with anguish, and his wouuds depbre : 

Worse punishment hath Arvalan deserved, 

And righteous Fate hath heavier doom in store. 

13. 

Not now the Glendoveer pursues his flight ; 

He bade the Ship of Heaven alight, 



II by Google 



And gentJy there he laid 
■The astonished Father by the happy Maid, 
The Maid now shedding tears of deep delight. 

Beholding all things with incredulous eyes, 

Still dizzy with the sand-storm, there he lay ; 

While, sailing up the skies, the living Bark 

Through air and sunshine held its heavenly way. 



MOUNT MEEU. 



Swift through the sky the ve^iel of the Sura* 

Sails up the fields of ether like an Angel. 

Rich is the freight, Vessel ! that thou bearest, — 

Beauty and Viriue, 

Falherly cares and filial veneration. 

Hearts which are proved and strengthened by 

affliction, 

Manly resentment, fortitude, and action, 

Womanly goodness ; 

All with which Nature hallowelh her daughters, — 

Tenderness, truth and purity and meekness, 

Piety, patience, feith and resignation, 

Love and devotement. 

Ship of the Gods, how richly art thou laden ! 

Proud of the charge, thou voyagest rejoicing ; 



II by Google 



3 honor tliee, and Eveiiijig 



A Stream descends on Mem Mounfain ; 

None hath seen its secret fountain : 

It had its birth, so Sages say, 

Upon the memorable day 

When Parvati presumed to lay, 

In wanton play, 

Her hands, too-venturous Goddess, in her mirth, 

On Siva's eyes, the light and life of Earth. 

Thereat the heart of the Universe stood still ; 

The Elements ceased their influences ; the Hours 

Slopped on the eternal round ; Motion and Breath, 

Time, Change, and Life and Death, 

In sudden trance oppressed, forgot their powers. 

A moment, and the dread eclipse was ended ; 

But, at the thought of Nature thus suspended, 

The sweat on Siva's forehead atocwJ, 

And Ganges thence upon the world descended, — 

The Holy River, the Redeeming Flood. 

3. 
None hath seen its secret fountain ; 
But on the top of Meru Mountain, 
Which rises o'er the hills of eartli. 
In light and clouds, it hath its mortal bii'tli. 
Earth seems that pinnacle to rear 
Sublime above this worldly sphere. 
Its cradle, and its altar, and it^ throne ; 
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And there the new-born River lies 
Outspread beneath its native skiea, 
As it it there would love to dwell 

Aione and unapproachable. 
Soon flowing forward, and resigned 
To the will of the Creating Mmd, 
It springs at once, with sudden leap, 
Down from the immeaaurable ateep. 
From rock to rock, with shivering force rebounding, 

The mighty cataract rushes ; Heaven around, 
Like thunder, with the incessant roar resounding, 

And Meru's summit shaking with the sound. 

Wide spreads the snowy foam, the sparkling spray 

Dances aloft ; and ever there, at morning, 

The earliest sunbeams haste to wing their way. 

With rainbow wreaths the holy stream adorning ; 

And duly the adoring Moon at night 

Sheds her white glory there, 

And in the watery air 

Suspends her halo-croivns of silver light. 



A mountain-valley in its blessed breast 

Receives the stream, which there delights to lie, 

Untroubled and at vest. 

Beneath Ihe untainted sky. 

There, in a lovely lake, it seems to sleep; 

Lnd thence, through toany a channel dark and deep. 

Their secret way the holy Waters wind, 

Till, rising underneath the root 
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Of llie Tree of Life on Hematoot, 
Majestic forlh they flow to purify mankind. 

5. 

Towards this Lake, above the uetlier sphere, 

The living Bark, witli angel eye, 

Directs its course along the obedient sky. 

Kehama hath not yet dominion here ; 

And till the dreaded hour, 

"When Indra by the Rajah shaJl be driven 

Dethroned from Heaven, 
Here may Ladurlad rest beyond his power. 



The living Bark alights; ,lie Glendoveer 

Then lays Ladurlad by the blessed Lake ; — 

O happy Sire, and yet more happy Daughter ! 

The ethereal gales his agony aslake. 

His daughter's tears are on his cheek. 

His hand is in the water ; 

The innocent man, the man oppressed, — 

Oh joy ! — hath found a place of rest 

Beyond Kehama's sway ; 

The Curse extends not here ; his pains have passed 

7. 

happy Sire, and happy Daughter! 

Ye on the bants of that celestial water 

Tour resting-place and sanctuary have found. 

What! hath not, then, their mortal taint defiled 
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Vain thought ! the Holy Valley smiled, 

Receiving such a Sire and Child ; 

Ganges, who seemed asleep to lie, 

Beheld them with benignant eye, 

And rippled round melodiously, 

And rolled her little waves to meet 

And welcome their beloved feet; 

The gales of Swerga thither fled, 

And heavenly odors there were shed 

About, below, and overhead ; 
And Earth, rejoicing in their tread, 
Hath built them up a blooming Bower, 
Where every amaranthine flower 
Its deathless blosssom interweaves 
With bright and undecaying leaves. 

8. 
Three happy beings are there here, — 
The Sire, the Maid, the Glendoveer. 
A fourth approaches : who is this 
That enters in the Bower of Bhss? 
No form so fair might painter find 
Among the daughters of mankind ; 
For death her beauties liath refined. 

And unto her a form hath given 

Framed of the elements of Heaven ; 

Pure dwelling-place for perfect mind. 

She stood, and gazed on Sire and Child : 

Her tongue not yet had power to speak ; 
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The tears were sti'eaming down her cheek ; 

And when those tears her sight beguiled, 

And still her faltering accents failed, 

The Spirit, mute and motionless. 

Spread out her arms for the caress, 

Made still and silent with excess 

Of love and painful happiness. 



The Maid that lovely form surveyed ; 

Wistful she gazed, and knew her not ; 

But Nature to her heart conveyed 

A sudden thrill, a startling thought, 

A feeling many a year forgot. 

Now like a dream anew recurring, 

As if again in every vein 

Her mother's milk was stirring. 

With straining neck and earnest eye 

She stretched her hands imploringly, 

As if she fein would have her nigh, 

Yet feared to meet the wished embrace, 

At once with love and awe oppressed. 

Not so Ladurlad ; he could trace, 
Though brightened with angelic grace. 
His own Yedillian's earthly face : 
He ran, and held her to his breast ! 
Oh joy above all joys of Heaven ! 
By Death alone to others given. 
This moment hath to him restored 
The early-lost, the long-deplored. 
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10. 

They sin who tell us Love can die : 

With life all other passions Sj, 

All others are but vanity. 

In Heaven Ambition cannot dwell, 

Nor Avarice in the vaults of Hell ; 

Earthly these passions of the Earth, 

They peri.^h where they have their birth. 

But Love is indestructible : 

Its holy flame for ever burnelh ; 

From Heaven it came, to Heaven returneth ; 

Too oft on Earth a troubled guest, 

At times deceived, at times oppressed, 

It here is tried and purified, 
Then hath in Heaven its perfei^ rest; 

It soweth here with toil and care ; 
But the harvest-time of Love is there. 

11. 

Oh ! when a Mother meets on high 

The Babe she lost in infancy, 

Hath she not then, for p^ns and fears, 

The day of woe, the watchful night, 

For all her sorrow, all her tears. 

An over-payment of delight? 



A blessed family is this, 

Assembled in the Bower of Bliss ! 

Strange woe, Laduriad, hath been thine. 
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And thy reward is now divine, 

A foretaste of eternal pleasure. 

He knew, indeed, there was a day 

When all these joys would pass away, 

And he must qui! this blest abode. 

And, taking up again the spell. 

Groan underneath the haleful load, 

And wander o'er the world again. 

Most wretched of the sons of men ; 

Yet was this brief repose, as when 

A traveller in the Arabian sands. 

Half fainting on his sultry rood. 

Hath reached the water-place at last ; 

And, resting there beside the well, 

Thinks of the perils he has passed. 

And gazes o'er the unbounded plain, — 

The plain which must be traversed still; 

And drinks, yet cannot drink bis fill ; 

Then girds his patient loins again. 

So to Ladurlad now was given 

New strength, and confidence in Heaven, 

And hope and faith invincible. 

13. 

For often would Ereenia tell 

Of what in elder days befeU, 

"When other Tyrant?, in their might. 

Usurped dominion o'er the earth ; 

And Vishnu took a human birth. 
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Deliverer of the Sons of men, 

And slew the huge Ermaccasen, 

And peacemeal rent, with lion force, 

Evrenen'a accursed corse, 

And humbled Baly in his pride ; 

And when the Giant Eavanen 

Had home Iriumphant from his side 

Sita, the earth-horn God's heloved hride, 

Then from his island-kingdom laughed to scorn 

The insulted husband, and his power defied ; 

How, to revenge the wrong, in wralh he hied. 

Bridging the sea before hia dreadful way, 

And met the hundred-headed foe. 

And dealt him the unerring blow: 

By Brama's hand the righteous lance was given, 

And, by that arm immortal driven, 

It laid the mighty Tyrant low ; 

And Earth and Ocean and high Heaven 

Rejoiced lo see his overthrow. 

" Oh ! doubt not thou," TedilJian cried, 

" Such fate Kehama will betide ; 

For there are Gods who look below : 

Siva, the Avenger, is not blind, 
Nor Vishnu careless for mankind." 

14. 

Thus was Ladurlad's soul imbued 

With hope and holy fortitude ; 

And Child and Sire, with pious mind, 

Alike resolved, alike resigned. 
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Looked onward to the evil day : 

Faith was their comfort. Faith their s(ay ; 

They trusted Woe would pass away, 

And Tyranny would sink subdued, 

And Evil yield to Good. 

16. 

Lovely wert thou, O Flower of Earth ! 

Above all flowei-s of mortal birth ; 

But, fostered in this Blissful Bower 

From day to day and hour to hour. 

Lovelier grew the lovely flower. 

Oh blessed, blessed company ! 

When men and heavenly spirits greet, 

And they whom Death had severed meet, 

And hold again communion sweet ; — 

Oh blessed, blessed company ! 

16. 

The Sun, careering round the sky, 

Beheld them with rejoicing eye. 

And bade his willing Charioteer 

Relax his speed as they drew near ; 

Arounin checked the rainbow-reins ; 

The seven green coursers shook their manes. 

And brighter rays around (hem threw ; 

The Car of Glory, in their view 
More radiant, more resplendent grew ; 
And Surya, through his veil of light, 
Beheld the Bower, and blest the sight. 
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The Lord of Niglit, as he Mlled by, 

Stayed his pearly boat on high ; 
And, while around the Blissful Bower 
He bade the softest moonlight flow, 
Lingered to see that earthly flower, 

Foi^tful of his Dragon foe, 
Who, mindiul of their andent feud, 
With open jaws of rage pursued. 



There all good Spirits of the air. 

Suras and Devetas, repair ; 

Aloft they love lo hover there, 

And view the flower of mortal birth, 

Here, for her innocence and worth, 

Transplanted from the fields of earth; 

And him who, on the dreadful day 

When Heaven was filled with consternation, 

And Indra trembled with dii^may, 

And, for the sounds of joy and mirth. 

Woe was heard and lamentation. 

Defied the Rajah in his pride. 

Though all in Heaven and Earth beside 

Stood mute in dolorous expectation ; 

And, rushing forward in that hour, 

Saved the Swerga from his power. 

Gralefiil for this they hover nigh, 

And bless that blessed Company. 
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19. 

One God alone, with wanfon eye, 

Beheld them in their Bower: 

"O ye," he cried, "who hare defied 

The Rajah ! will ye mock my power?" 

Twas Canideo riding on his lory, 

Twas the immortal Youth of liOve : 

" If men below and Gods ahove, 

Subject alike," quoth he, " have felt these darts. 

Shall ye alone, of all in story, 

Boast impenetrable hearts ? 

Hover here, my gentle loiy, 

Giendy hover, while I see 

To whom hath Fate decreed the glory, 

To the Glendoveer or me," 



Then, in the dewy evening sky. 

The bird of gorgeous plumery 

Poised his wings, and hovered nigh. 

It chanced at that delightful hour 

Eaiiyal safe before the Bower, 

On the green bank willi amaranth sweet. 

Where Ganges warbled at her feet. 

Ereenia there, before the Maid, 

His sails of ocean blue displayed, 

And sportive in her sight 

Moved slowly o'er the lake with gliding flig] 

Anon, with sudden stroke and strong, 

In rapid course careering, .awept along; 
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Now shooting downwaid from his heavenly lieight, 

Plunged in the deep below ; 

Then, rising, soared again, 

And shook the sparkling waters off like rain, 

And hovering o'er the silver surface hung. 

At him young Camdeo bent the bow : 

With living bees the bow was strung, 

The fetal bow of sugar-cane, 

And flowers which would inflame the heart 

With their petals barbed the dart. 

21. 

The shaft, unerringly addressed, 

Unerring flew, and smote Ereenia'a breast 

" All, Wanton ! " cried the Glendoveer, 

" Go, aim at idler hearts ; 

Thy skill is baffled here I 

A deeper love I bear that Maid divme, 

A love that springeth from a higher will, 

A holier power, than ihinel " 



A second shaft, while thus Ereenia cried, 

Had Camdeo aimed at Kailyal's side; 

But, lo I the Bees which strung his bow 

Broke off, and took their flight. 

To that sweet Flower of eartJi they wing tlieir way, 

Around her raven tresses play, 

And buzz about her with delight. 

As if with tliat melodious sound 
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They sfrove to pay their willing duty 
To fQortal purity and beauty. 



" Ah, WaDton ! " cried the Glendoveer, 

No power hast thou for mischief here ! 

Choose thou some idler breast ; 

For these are proof, by nobler thoughts possessed. 

(>o, to thy plains of Matra go. 

And string again thy broken bow ! " 



Rightly Ereenia spake ; and ill liad thoughts 

Of earthly love beseemed the sanctuary 

Where Kailyal had been wafted, tliat the Soul 

Of her dead Mother (here might strengthen her, 

Feeding her with the milk of heavenly lore, 

And influxes of Heaven imbue her heart 

With hope and faith and holy fortitude 

Against the evil day. Hero i-est awhile 

In peace, Father! marked for misery 

Above all sons of men ; O Daughter ! doomed 

For sufferings and for trials above all 
Of women ; — yet both favored, both beloved 
By all good Powers, rest here awhile in peace. 
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I. 

Whes from the sword, by arm angelic driven, 

Foul Arvalan fled howling, wild in pain, 

His thin, essenlial spu-if, rent and riven 

With wounds, united soon and healed again ; 

Backward the accursed turned his eye in flight, 

Remindful of revengeful thoughts even then, 

And saw where, gliding through the evening light. 

The Ship of Heaven sailed upward through the sky, 

Then, like a meteor, vanished from his sights 

Where should he follow ? Vainly might he try 

To trace through trackless !ur its rapid course ; 

Nor dared he that angelic arm defy. 
Still sore and writhing from its dreaded force. 

2. 

Should lie the lust of vengeance lay aside ? 

Too long had Arvalan in ill been tr^ned ; 

Nursed up in power and tyraimy and pride, 

His soul the ignominious thought disdained. 

Or to his mighiy Father should he go. 

Complaining of defeature twice sustained, 

And ask new powers to meet the immortal foe ? 

Repulse he feared not ; but he feared rebuke, 

Aud sliamed to tell him of his overthrow. 

There dwelt a di-ead Enchantress in a nook 
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Obscure ; old helpmate she to him had heen, 

Lending her aid in many a secret sin ; 
And there, for counsel, now his way he took. 



She was a woman whose uniovely youth, 

Even like a cankered rose which none will cull, 

Had withered on the stalk ; her heart was full 

Of passions which had found no natural scope, — 

Feelings which there had grown, but ripened not, 

Desires unsatisfied, abortive hope, 

Repinings which provoked vindictive thought: 

These restless elements for ever wrought. 

Fermenting in her with perpetual stir; 

And thus, her spirit to all evil moved. 

She hated men because they loved not her. 

And hated women because they were loved. 

And thus, in wrath and hatred and despair. 

She tempted Hell to tempt her, and resigned 

Her body to the Demons of the Air, 

Wicked and wanton fiends, who where iJiey will 

Wander abroad, stiU seeking to do ill, 

And take whatever vacant form they find. 

Carcass of man or beast that life hatli left. 

Foul insljument for them of fouler mind. 

To these the Witch her wretched body gave. 

So they would wreak her vengeance on mankind. 

She thus at once their mistress and their slave ; 

And they, to do such, sei'vice nothing loath. 

Obeyed her bidding, slaves and masters both. 
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4. 

So from this cursed intercourse she caught 

CoDtagious power of mischief, and was taught 

Such secrets as are damnable to guess. 

Is there a child whose little lovely ways 

Might win all hearts, — on whom his parents gaze 

Till they shed tears of joy and tenderness ? 

Oh, hide him from that Witch's withering sight! 

Oh, hide him from the eye of Lorrinite ! 

Her look hath cripphng in it, and her curse 

All ])lagues which on mortality can light: 

Death is his doom if she hehold ; or, worse,. 

Diseases loathsome and incurahle, 

And inward sufferings that no tongue can tell. 



Woe was to him on whom that eye of hate 

Was bent; for, certain as the stroke of Fate. 

It did its mortal work ; nor human arts 

Could save the unhappy wretch, her chosen pi-ey: 

For, gazing, she consumed his vital parts, 

Eating his very core of life away. 

The wine which from yon wounded palm on. high. 

Fills yonder gourd, as slowly it distils. 

Grows sour at once if Ijorrinite pass by. 

The deadliest worm, from which all creatures fly. 

Fled from the deadlier venom of her eye ; 

The babe unhom, within its mother's womb, 

Started and trembled when the Witch came nigh ; 

And, in the silent chambers of the twnb,. 
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Death shuddered lier uolioiy tread lo hear ; 

And from the dry and mouldering bones did fear 

Force a cold sweat, when Lorrinite was near. 

6. 

Power made her haughty : by ambition fired, 

Ere long to mightier misehiefs slie aspii-ed. 

The Culis, who o'er cities rule unseen, 

Each ID her own domain a Deraon Queen, 

And there adored with blood and human life, — 

They knew her ; and, in their accurst employ, 

She stirred up neighboring States to mortal strife. 

Sani, the dreadful God, who rides abroad 

Upon the King of the Ravens, to desli-oy 

The offending sons of men, when his four hands 

Were weary with their toil, would let her do 

His work of vengeance upon guilty knds ; 

And Lorrinite, at his commandment, knew 

When the ripe earthquake should be loosed, and 

To point its course. And, in the baleful ail', 
The pregnant seeds of death he bade her strew. 

All deadly plagues and pestilence to brew. 

The Locusts were her army ; and their bands, 

Where'er she turned her skinny finger, flew. 

The floods in ruin rolled at her commands ; 

And when, in time of drought, the hu-bandman 

Beheld the gathered rmn abiiut lo fall. 
Her breath would drive it to the de-erl 'ands. 
While in the mai-rhes' parched and gaping soil 
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The rice-roots by the seai-chiag Sud were dried, 

And in lean groups, assembled at the side 
Of the empty tank, the cattle dropped and died; 
And Famine, at her bidding, wasted wide 
The wretched land, till, in the public way. 
Promiscuous where the dead and dying lay, 
Dogs fed on human bones in the open light of day. 



Her secret cell the accursed Arvalan, 

Li quest of vengeance, sought, and thus begai 

" Mighty mother ! mother wise ! 

Revenge me on my enemies." 



Com'st thou, son, for aid to me ? 

Tell me who have injured thee, 

Where they are, and who they be ; 

Of die Earth, or of the Sea, 

Or of the aerial company? 

Earth, nor Sea, nor Air, is free 

From the powers who wait on me 

And my tremendous witchery. 



She for whom so ill I sped. 
Whom my Father deemeth dead, 

Lives ; for Marriataly's aid 
From the water saved the Maid. 

In hatred I desii-e her still. 
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And ia revenge would have my wi 

A Deveta wilh winga of blue. 

And sword whose edge even now 1 1 

In a Ship of Heaven on high. 

Pilots her along the sky. 

Where they voyage thou canst tel 

Mistress of the mighly spell. 



At this the Wit«h, through shrivelled lips and thin, 

Sent forth a sound, half whistle and half hiss. 

Two winged Hands came in, 

Armless and bodiless, 

Bearing a globe of liquid crystal, set 

£n frame as diamond bright, yet black a.^ jet, 

A thousand eyes were quenched in endless night 

To form that magic globe ; for Lorrinite 

Had, from their sockets, drawn the liquid sight. 

And kneaded it, with re-creating skill, 

Into this organ of her mighty will. 

" Look in yonder orb," she cried : 

Tell me what is there descried." 



A mountain-top, in clouds of light 

Enveloped, rises on my sight ; 

Thence a cataract rushes down, 

Hung with many a rainbow crown; 
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Light and clouds conceal its head ; 

Below, a silver Lake is spread ; 

Upon its shores a Bower I see, — 

Fit home for blessed company. 

See, they eome forward ! — one, two, three ; 

The last a Maiden, — it is she! 

The foremost shakes his wings of blue, — 

'Tis he whose sword even yet I rue ; 

And in that other one I know 

The visage of my deadliest foe. 

Mother, let thy magic might 

Arm me for the mortal fight; 

Helm and shield aod mail afford, — 

Proof agsunat hia dreaded sword. 

Then will I invade their seat ; 
Then shall vengeance be complete. 



Spirits who obey my will, 
Hear him, and his wish fulfil ! 

So spake the mighty Witch, nor further spell 

Seeded. Anon a sound, like smothered thunder. 

Was heard, slow rolling under ; 

The solid pavement of the cell 

Quaked, heaved, and cleft asunder. 

And, at the feet of Arvalan displayed, 

Helmet and mail and shield and cimeter were Iwd. 
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11. 

The Asuras, often put to flight 

And scattered in the fields of light 

By their foes' celestial might, 

Forged this enchanted armor for the fight. 

'Mid fires intense did they anneal, 

In mountain furnaces, the quivering steel, 

Till, tremhling through each deepening hue, 

It settled in a midnight blue ; 

Last they east it, to aslake. 

In the penal icy lake. 

Then they consigned it to the Giant brood; 

And, while ihey forged the impenetrable arms, 

The Evil Powers, to oversee them, stood. 

And there imbued 

The work of Giant strength with magic chai'ms. 

Foul Arvalan with joy surveyed 

The crescent sabre's cloudy blade, 

With deeper joy the impervious mail, 

The shield and helmet of avail 

Soon did he himself array, 

And bade her speed him on his way. 

12. 

Then ?he led hiui to the dun, 

Where her chariot, night and day. 

Stood harnessed ready for the way. 

Two Dragons, yoked in adamant, convey 

The magic car: from either collar sprung 

An adamantine rib, which met in air, 
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O'erai-ched and crossed and bent, diverging there, 

And firmly in its arc upbore, 

Upon their brazen necks, the seat of power. 

Arvalan mounts the car, and in his hand 

Receives the mngie reins from Lorrinite ; 

The Dragona, long obedient to command. 

Their ample sails expand ; 

Like steeds well broken to fair lady's hand, 

They feel the reins of might, 
And up the northern sky be^n their flight. 



Son of the Wicked, doth thy soul delight 

To think its hour of vengeance now is nigh ? 

Lo ! where the far-off' light 

Of Indra's palace flashes on his sight ; 

And Meru's heavenly summit shines on high, 

With clouds of glory bright, 

Amid the dark-blue sky. 

Already, in his hope, doth he espy, 

Himself secure in mail of tenfold charms, 

Ereenia writhing from the magic blade, 

The Father sent to bear his Curse, fhe Maid 

Resisting vainly in his impious arms. 

14. 

Ah, Sinner ! whose anticipating soul 

Incurs the guilt even when the crime is spared! 

Joyous toward Meru's summit on he fared, 

While the tiviii Dragons, rising as he guides, 
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With steady flight, steer northward for the Pole. 

Anon, with irresistible control, 
Force mightier fei- llian his arrests their eonrse; 
It wrought as Ihough a Power unseen had caught 

Their adamantine yokes to drag them on. 

Straight on they bend their way ; and now, in vain, 

Upward doth Arvalan direct the rein; 

The rein of magic might avails no more ; 

Bootless its strength against that unseen Power, 

That, in their mid career, 

Hath seized the Chariot and the Charioteer. 

With hands resisting, and down-pressing feet, 

Upon their hold insisting. 

He struggles to maintain his difficult seat. 

Seeking in vain with that strange Power to vie. 

Their doubled speed the affrighted Dragons try. 

Forced in a stream from whence was no retreat, 

Strong as they are, behold them whirled along. 

Headlong, with useless pennons, through the sky I 



15. 
What Power was fliat, which, with resistless might. 

Foiled the dread magic thus of Lorrinite? 

'Twas all-commanding Nature. They were here 

Within the sphere of the adamantine rocks 

Which girt Mount Meni round, as far below 

That heavenly height where Ganges hath its birth 

Involved in clouds and light. 

So far above its roots of ice and snow. 
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On, on, they roll, — rapt headlong they roll on : 
The lost canoe, leaa rapidly than this, 
Down the precipitous stream is whirled along 
To the brink of Niagara's dread abyss. 
Qn, on, they roll, and now, with shivering shock. 
Are dashed against the rock that girds the Pole- 
Down from his shattered mail the unhappy Soul 
Is dropped, ten thousand thousand fathoms down. 

Till in an ice-rift, 'mid the eternal snow. 

Foul Arvalau is stopped. There let him howl. 

Groan there, — and there, with unavailing moan. 

For aid on his Almighty Father call. 

17. 
All human sounds are lost 
Amid those deserts of perpetual frost. 

Old Winter's drear domain, 
Beyoud the limits of the living World, 

Beyond Kehama's reign. 
Of utterance and of motion soon bereft. 
Frozen to the ice-rock, there behold him lie, 
Only the painflil sense of Being left, — 
A Spirit who must feel, and cannot die, 
Bleaching and bare beneath the polar sky. 
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TE who, by the Lake 

On Mem Mount, partake 

The joj^i wliich Heaven hath destined for the blest! 

Swift, swift, the moments fly, 

The aUent hours go by, 

And ye must leave your dear abode of rest. 

wretched Man, prepare 

Again thy Curse lo bear ! 

Prepare, O wretched Maid, tor further woe ! 

The fatal hour draws near, 

When Indi-a's heavenly sphere 

Must own the Tyrant of the World below. 

To-day the hundredth Steed 

At Siva's shrine must bleed ; 

The dreadful sacrifice is full to-day ; 

Kor man nor G!od hath power. 

At this momentous hour, 

Again to save the Swerga from his sway. 

Fresh woes, O Maid divine ! 

Fresh (rials, must be thine ; 

And what must thou, Ladurlad, yet endure ? 

But let your hearts be strong, 

And rise against all wrong ; 

Foi- Providence is just, and virtue is secure. 
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2. 

Tliey, little deeming that the fatal day 

Was come, beheid whei'e through the morning sky 

A Ship of Heaven drew nigh. 

Onward lliey watch it steer its steady flight ; 

Till, wondering, they espy 

Old Casyapa, the Sire of Gods, alight. 

Bui, wheo Ereenia saw the Sire appear, 

At that unwonted and unwelcome sight 

His heart reeeived a sudden shock of fear. 

" Thy presence doth its doleftil tidings tell, 

Father ! " cried the startled Glendoveer ; 

" The dreadful hour is near I I know it well ! 

Not for less import would the Sire of Gods 

Forsake his ancient and august abodes." 

3. 
" Even so," serene the immortal Sire replies : 
" Soon, like an earthquake, will ye feel the blow 

Which consummates the mighty sacrifice; 

And this World and its Heaven, and all therein, 

Are (hen Kehama's. To the second ring 

Of these seven Spheres, the Swerga-King, 

Even now, prepares for flight, 
Beyond the circle of the conquered world, 

Beyond the Rajah's might. 

Ocean, that clips this inmost of Ibe Spheres, 

And girds it round with everlasting roar. 

Set like a gem appears 

Wilhin that betiding shore 
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Thither fly all the Sons of heavenly race : 

I, too, forsake mine ancient dwelling-place. 

And now, Child and Father 1 ye must go ; 

Take up the burden of your woe, 

And wander once i^ain below. 

Witli patient heart hold onward to the end ; 

Be true unto yourselves, and hear in mind 

That every God is still the good Man's friend ; 

And, when the Wicked have their day assigoed, 

Then they who suffer bravely save mankind." 



" Oh, tell me," cried Ereenia, — " for from thee 
Nought can be hidden, — when the end wiU be ! 

" Seek not to know," old Caayapa replied, 

" What pleaseth Heaven to hide. 

Dark is the abyss of Time ; 

But light enough to guide your steps is given : 

Whatever weal or woe betide. 

Turn never from the way of truth aside ; 

And leave the event, in holy hope, to Heaven. 

The moment is at hand ; no more delay ; 

Ascend the ethereal bark, and go your way ; 

And Ye, of heavenlv nature, follow me." 



" The will of Heaven be done ! " Ladurlad crk-H ; 

Nor mure the laaa replied. 

But placed his daughter in the ethereal bark, 
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Then took his seal beside. 

There was no word at parting, no adieu. 

Down from that empyreal height they flew ; 

One groan Ladurlad breathed, jet uttered not, 

When, to his heart and brain, 

The fiery Curse again hke Ughtning shot. 

And now on earth the Sire and Cliild alight ; 

Up soared the Ship of Heaven, and sailed away 

from sight. 



O ye Immortal Bowers, 

Where hitherto the Hours 

Have led their dance of happiness for aye, 

With what a sense of woe 

Do ye expect the blow. 

And see your heavenly dwellers driven away! 

Lo ! where the aunnay-birds of graceful mien. 

Whose milk-white forms were seen. 

Lovely as Nymphs, your ancient trees between, 

And by your silent springs. 

With melancholy cry 

Now spread unwilling wings ; 

Their stately necks reluctant they protend. 

And through the sullen sky. 

To other worlds, their mournful progress bend. 



The afiiighled galea to-day 
O'er their beloved streams no longer play; 



II by Google 



112 SOUTllEV's POEMS. 

The streams of Paradise have ceased to flow ; 

The Pountain-Ti'ec withholds iis diamond-shower 

In this portentous hour, — 

This dolorous hour, — this univer^ial woe. 

Where is die Palace, whose far-flashing beams. 

With streaks and streams of ever-varying liglit. 

Brightened the polar night 

Around Ihe frozen North's extremest shore? 

Gione like a morning rainbow, — like a dream, — 

A star that shoots and falls, and then is seen no moi'e. 



Now ! now ! — Before the Golden Palaces, 

The Bramin strikes the inevitable hour. 

The fatal blow is given 

Tliat over Earth and Heaven 

Conflims the Almighty Eajah in his power. 

All evil Spirits then. 

That roam the World about. 

Or wander through the sky, 

Set up a joyful shout ; 

The Asuras and ihe Giants join the cry ; 

The damned in Padalon acclaim 

Their hoped Deliverer's name ; 

Heaven trembles with the thunder-drowning sound ; 

Back starts affrighted Ocean from Ihe shore ; 

And the adamantine vaults and brazen floor 

Of Hell are shaken with the roar. 

Up ro?e the Rajah through the conquered sky. 

To seize the Swerga for his proud abode; 
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Myriads of evil Genii round him fly, 

Aa royally on wings of winds tie rode, 

And sealed high Heaven, triumphant like a God. 



THE RETREAT. 

1. 

Around her Father's neck the Maiden locked 

Her arms, when that portentous blow was given : 

Clinging to him, she heard the dread upi-oar. 

And felt the shuddering shock which ran through 

Heaven ; 

Earth underneath them rocked, 

Her strong foundations heaving in commotion, 

Such as wild winds upraise in raving Ocean, 

As though the solid base were rent asunder. 

And lo, where, storming the astonished sky, 

Kehama and his evil host ascend! 

Before them rolls the thunder ; 

Ten thousand thousand lightnings round them fly; 

Upward the lengthening pageantries aspire, 
Leaving from Earth to Heaven a widening wake 



When the wild uproar was at length allayed,. 
And Earth, recovering from the shock, was Still, 
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Thus to her Father spake the imploring Maid : 

" Oh ! by the love which we so long have home 

Each other, and we ne'er shall cease to hear ; 

Oh! by the sufferings we have shared, 

And must not cease to share, — 

One boon I supplicate in this dread hour, 

One consolation in this hour of woe ! 

Father, thou hast it iu thy power : 

Thou wilt not. Father, sure refuse me now 

The only comfort my pour heart can know." 



" O dearest, dearest Kailyal ! " with a smile 

Of tenderness and anguish, he replied, 
" O beat beloved, and lo be loved the bept, 
Best worthy ! set Ihy duteous heart at rest, 
I know thy wish s and, let what will betide. 

Ne'er will I leave (hee wilfully again. 

My soul is strengthened to endure its pain : 

Be thou, in all my wanderings, stili my guide ; 

Be thou, in all my sufferings, at my side." 



The Maiden, at those welcome woi'ds, impressed 
A passionate kiss upon her Father's cheek : 
They looked around them then, as if to seek 
Where they should turn, — North, Sourii, or East, 
or West, — 
Wherever to their vagrant feet seemed best. 
But, taming from the view her mournful eyes. 
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" Oh ! whither should we wander ? " Kailyal cries, 

"Or wherefore seek in vain a place of rest? 

Have we not here the Earth beneath our tread, 

Heaven overhead, 

A brook that mnds through this sequestered glade, 

And yonder woods lo yield us fruit and shade? 

The little all our wants requii'e is nigh ; 

Hope we have none : why travel on in fear ? 

We cannot fly from Fate, aud Fate will find us here." 



'Twaa a fair scene wherein they stood, 

A green and sunny glade amid the wood, 

And in the midst an aged Banian grew. 

It was a goodly sight to see 

That venerable tree ; 

For o'er the lawn, irregularly spread. 

Fifty straight columns propped its lofly head ; 

And many a long, depending shoot, 

Seeking to strike its root, 

Straight, like a plummet, grew towards the ground. 

Some on the lower boughs whidi crossed their way, 

Fixing their bearded fibres round and round. 

With many a ring and wild contortion wound ; 

Some to the passing wind, at limes, with sway 

Of gentle motion swung; 

Others, of younger growth, unmoved, were hung 

Like stone-drojB from the cavern's fretted height: 

Beneath was smooth and ^r to sight, 
Nor weeds nor briers deformed the natural floor, 
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And through the leafy cope which bowered it o'er 

Came gleams of cliecliered light. 

So like a temple did It seem, that there 

A pious heart's first impulse would be prayer. 



A brook, with easy current, murmured near: 

Water so cool and clear 

The peasants drink not from the humble well, 

Which they, with sacrifice of rural pride, 

Have lyedded to the cocoa-grove beside ; 

Nor tanks of costliest masonry dispense 

To those in tjjwns who dwell, 

The work of Kings, in their beneficence. 

Fed by perpetual springs, a smaU lagoon. 

Pellucid, deep, and still, in silence joined, 

And swelled the passing stream. Like burnished 

steel 

Glowing, it lay beneath the eye of noon ; 

And when tlie breezes, in their play, 

Ruffled the darkening surface, then, with gleam 

Of sudden light, around the lotus-stem 

It rippled ; and the sacred flowers, that crown 

The lakelet with their roseate beauty, ride. 

In easy waving rocked, from side to side ; 

And, as the wind upheaves 

Their broad and buoyant weight, the glossy 

Flap on the twinkling waters, up and down. 
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7. 

They built them here a bower, of jointed cane, 

Strong for the needful use; and light and long 

Waa the slight framework reared, with little paJn ; 

Lithe creepers, then, the wicker sides supply, 

And the fall jimgle-graas fit roofing gave 

Beneath the genial sky. 

And here did Kailyal, each returning day. 

Pour forth libations from the brook, to pay 

The Spirits of her Sires their grateful rite: 

In such libations poured in open glades. 

Beside clear streams and solitary shades, 

The Spirits of the virtuous dead delight. 

And duly here, to Marriatsdy's praise. 

The Maid, as with an angel's voice of song. 

Poured her melodious lays 

Upon the gales of even. 

And, gliding in religious dance along. 

Moved graceful as the dark-eyed Nymphs of Heaven ; 

Such harmony to all her steps was given. 



Thus evei-, in her Father's doting eye, 

Kailyal performed the customary rite : 

He, patient of his burning pain the while, 

Beheld her, and appi-oved her pious toil ; 

And sometimes, at the sight, 

A melancholy smile 

Would gleam upon his awful conntenance. 

He too, by day and night, and every hour, 
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Paid l« a higher Power his sacrifice ; 

An offering, not of ghee, or fruit, and rice, 

Flower-crown, or blood; but of a heart subdued, 

A resolute, unconquered fortitude, 

An agony repressed, a will resigned 

To her, who, on her secret throne reclined. 

Amid ihe Sea of Milk, by Vishnu's side, 

Looks with an eye of mercy on mankind. 

By the Preserver, with his power endued. 

There Voomdavee beholds this lower clime. 

And marks the silent sufTeiings of the good, 

To recompense them in her own good time. 



Oh force of faith ! oh strength of virfuous will ! 

Behold him in his endless martyrdom, 

Triumphant stiU ! 

The Curse still burning in his heart and brain; 

And yet doth he remain 

Patient the while, and Iranquil and content! 

The pious soul hath framed unto itself . 

A second nature, to exist in pain 

As in its own allotted element. 

10. 

Such strength the will revealed had given 

This holy pair, such influxes of grace, 

That to their solitary resting-place 

They brought the peace of Heaven, 

Yea, all around was hallowed! Danger, Fear, 
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Nor thought of evil, ever entered here. 

A charm was on the Leopard when he came 

Within the circle of that mystic glade : 

Suhmiss he crouched before the heavenly Maid, 

And offered to her touch his speckled side ; 

Or with arched back erect, and bending head, 

And eyes half closed for pleasure, would he stand. 

Courting the pressure of her gentle hand. 



Trampling his path through wood and brake, 

And canes which craekUng fell before his way, 

And tassel-gr^ss, 'whose silvery feathers play, 

CVertopping the young trees. 

On comes the Elephant to slake 

His thirst at noon in yon pellucid springs. 

Lo ! from his trunk upturned, alofV he flings 

The grateful shower ; and now, 

Plucking the hroad-lcaved bough 

Of yonder plane, with wavy motion slow, 

Fanning the languid air. 

He moves it to and fro. 

But, when that form of heauty meets his sight, 

The trunk its undulating motion stops, 
From his forgetful hold the plane-branch drops ; 
Reverent he kneels, and lifts his rational eyes 

To her as if in prayer ; 

And, when she pours her angel-voice in song, 

Entranced he Ustens to the thrilling notes. 
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Till his strong temples, bathed wiih sudden dews, 
Their fragrance of delight and love diffuse. 



Lo ! as Ihe voice melodious floats ai'oimd, 

TJie Antelope di-aws near ; 

The Tigresa leaves her toothless cubs to hear; 

The Snake comes gliding from the secret brake, 

Himself in fesoination forced along ■ 

By that enchanting song; 

The antic Monkeys, whose wild gambols late, 

When not a breeze waved the tall jungle-grass, 

Shook the whole wood, are hushed, and silently 

Hang on the clustered 'tree. 

All things in wonder and delight are still ; 

Only at times the Nightingale is heai-d ; 

Not (hat in emulous skill that sweetest bird 

Her rival strain would try, 

A mighty songster, with Ihe Maid lo vie : 

She only bore her part in powerful sympathy. 



Weil might they thus adore that heavenly Maid ! 

For never Nymph of Mountain 

Or Grove or Lake or Fountain 

With a diviner presence tilled the shade. 

No idle ornaments deface 

Her natural grace ; 

Musk-.'pot nor sandal-streak nor scarlet stain, 

Eardrop nor chain, nor arm nor ankle-i'iog, 
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Nor trinketry on front or neck or breast, 

Marring the perfect form : she seemed a thing 

Of Heaven's prime, uneornipted work, a child 

Of enrly nature undeliled, 

A daughter of the years of innocence ; 

And therefore all things loved her. When she stood 

Beside the glassy pool, the fish, that flies 

Quick as an arrow from all other eyes, 

Hovered to gaze on her ; the mother-hird. 

When Kailyal's step she heard, 

Sought not to tempt her from her secret nest. 

But, hastening to the dear retreat, would fly 

To meet and welcome her benignant eye. 



" Hope we have none," said Kailjal to her Sire. 
Said she .aright ? and had the mortal Maid 

No thoughts of heavenly aid, — 

No secret hopes her inmost heart to move 

With longings of such deep and pure desire 

As Vestal Maids, whose piety is love. 

Feel in their ecstasies, when, rapt above, 

Their souls unto their heavenly Spouse aspire ? 

Why else so often doth that searching eye 

Roam through the scope of sky ? 

Why, if she sees a distant speck on high. 

Starts there that quick sufiusion to her cheek? 

'Tis but the Eagle in his heavenly height: 

Reluctant to believe, she hears his cry. 

And marks his wheeling flight. 
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Then pensively averts her mournful sight. 

Why ever else, at mom, that waking sigh, 

Because the lovely form no more is nigh 

Which hath been present to her soul all night ; 

And that injurious fear, 

Which, ever as it riseth, is repressed. 

Yet riseth still within her troubled breast. 

That she no more shall see the Glendoveer ? 

16. 

" Hath he forgotten me ? " The wrongful thought 

Would stir within her, and, though stil! repelled 

With shame and self-reproaches, would recur. 

Days after days unvarying come and go. 

And neither friend nor foe 

Approaches them in their sequestered bower, 

Mmd of strange destiny ! but think not thou 

Thou art forgotten now, 

And haat no cause for further hope or fear : 

High-fated Maid, thou doat not know 

What eyes watch over ihcc for weal and woe ! 

Even at this hour, 

Searching the dark decrees divine, 

Kehama, in the fulness of his power. 

Perceives his thread of fate intwine with thine. 

The Glendoveer, from his far sphere. 

With love that never sleeps, beholds thee here. 

And in the hour permitted wUl be near. 

Dark Lorrinife on thee hath fixed her sight, 

And laid her wiles, to aid 
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Foul Arvalan when he shall next appear: 
For well she iveened his Spirit Would renew 
Old vengeance now with unremitting liate ; 
The Enchantress well that evil nature knew ; 
The accursed Spirit hath his prey in view ; 
And thus, while all their separate hopes pursue, 
All work, unconsciously, the will of Fate 

16. 

Fate worked ils own the while. A band 

Of Toguees, as they roam the land, 

Seeking a spouse for Jaga-Naut, their God, 

Strayed to this solitary glade, 

And reached the bower wherein the Maid abode. 

Wondering at form so fair, they deemed the Power 

Divine had led them to his chosen bride, 

And seized and bore her from her Father's side. 



XIV. 

JAGA-NAUT. 

1. 

Joy in the City of great Jaga-Naut! 

Joy in the seven-headed Idol's shrine ! 

A Virgin-bride his ministei-s have brought, 

A mortal Maid, in form and lace divine, 
Peerless among all daughters of mankind : 
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Searched they the world again from East to West, 

In endless quest, 

Seeking the feirest and the best. 

No maid so lovely might they hope lo find ; 

For she hath breathed celestial aiv, 

And hearealy food hath been her fere, 

And heavenly thoughU and feelings give her face 

Tliat heavenly grace. 

Joy in the City of great Jaga-NautI 

Joy in the seven-headed Idol's shrine ! 

The fairest Maid his Toguees sought ; 

A feirer than the fairest have they brought, — 

A Maid of charms surpassing human tliought, 

A Maid divine. 



Now bring ye forth the Chariot of the God ! 

Bring him abroad, 
That through the swarming City he may ride ; 

And by his side 

Place ye the Maid of more than mortal grace, 

The Maid of perfect form and heavenly face ; 

Set her aloft in triumph, like a bride 

Upon the Bridal Car, 

And spread (he joyful tidings wide and far, — 

Spread it with ti-ump and voice. 

That all may hear, and all who hear rejoice, — 

Great Jaga-Naut hath found his mate ! the God 

Will ride abroad ! 

To-night will he go forth ii'om his abode ! 
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Ye myriads who adore Lira, 
Prepare the way before him ! 

3. 

Uprearcd on twenty wheela elate, 

Huge as a Ship, the Bridal Car appeared : 

Loud creak its ponderous wheels, as through the 

gale 

A thousand Bramins drag the enormous load. 

There throned aloft in slate. 

The Image of the seven-headed God 

Came forth from his abode; and at his side 

Sate Kaiiyal like a bride. 

A bridal statue rather might she seem ; 

For she regarded all things like a dream, 

Having no thought nor fear nor will, nor aught 

Save hope and faith, that lived within her still. 



O silent Night! how have they startled thee 

With the brazen trumpet's blare ! 

And Ibou, O Moon ! whose quiet light serene 

FUIeth wide heaven, and, bathing liill and wood. 

Spreads o'er the peaceful valley like a flood. 

How have they dimmed Ihee with Ihe torches' glare, 

Which round yon moving pageant flame and flare. 

As the wild rout, with deafening song and shout, 

Fhng their long flashes oul. 

Thai, like infernal lightnings, fire the air ! 
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A thoujiiind pilgi-ims strain 
Arm, shoulilor, brea?t, and thigh, with might and 

To drag that sacred wain, 

And scarce can draw along the enormous load. 

Prone fall the frantic volaries in its road, 

And, calling on the God, 

Their self-devoted bodies there they lay 

To pave his chariot-way. 

On Jaga-Naut tliey call : 

The ponderous Car rolls on, and crushes ail. 

Through flesii and bones it ploughs its dreadful path. 

Groans rise unheard ; the dying cry, 

And death and agony 

Are trodden under foot by yon mad throng. 

Who follow dose, and thrust the deadly wheels along. 



Pale grows Ihe Maid at this accursed sight: 

The yells which round her rise 

Have roused her with affright, 

And fear hath given to her dilated eyes 

A wilder light. 

Where shall (hose eyes be turned ? She knows r 

where ! 

Downwai'd they dare not look, for there 

Is death and horror and despau- ; 

Tv^or can her patient looks to Heaves repair, 

For the huge Idol over her, in air, 
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Spreads his seven hideous heads, and wide 

Extends their snaky necks on every aide ; 

And all around, behind, before. 

The Bridal Car, is the raging rout. 

With frantic shout and deafening roar, 

Tossing the torches' flsunes about. 

And the double double peals of the drum are there, 

And the startling burst of the trumpet's blare ; 
And the gong, that seems, with its thunders dread, 
To astound the living, and waken the dead. 
The ear-strings throb as if they were rent, 
And the eyelids drop as stunned and spent. 
Fain would the Maid have kept them fast; 
But open they start at tlie crack of the blast. 

7. 

" Where art thou, Son of Heaven, Ereenia ! where, 

In this dread hour of horror and despair ? " 

Thinking on him, she strove her fear to quell : 

" If he be near me, then will all be well ; 

And, if he reek not for my misery, 
Let come the worst ; it matters not to me." 

Repel that wrongful thought, 
O Maid ! thou feelest, but believ'st it not ; 
It is thine own imperfect nature's fault 
That lets one doubt of him arise within. 
And this the Virgin knew, and like a sin 
Repelled the thought, and Still believed him true, 
And summoned up her spirit to endure 
All foiTOS of fear, in that firm trust secure. 



II by Google 



She needs that faith, she needs that consolation ; 

For now the Car liath measured back its track 

Of dealh, and hath re-entered nowits station. 

There, in the Temple-court, with wiig and dance. 

A harlot-hand, to meet the Maid, advance. 

The drum hath ceased its peals ; the trump and gong 

Are still ; (he frantic crowd forbear their yells ; 

And sweet it was to hear the voice of song, 

And the sweet music of their girdle-bella, 

Armletfi and anklets, that, with cheerful sound, 

Symphonious tinkled as they wheeled around. 



They sung a bridal measure, 

A song of pleasure, 

A hymn of joyance and of gratulation ; 

" Go, chosen One ! " they cried, 

" Go, happy bride ! 

For thee the God descends in expectation ! 

For thy dear sake 

He leaves his Heaven, O Maid of matchless charms ! 

Go, happy One ! the bed divine partake. 

And fill his longing arms !" 

Thus to the inner fane, 

With circling dance and hymeneal strain, 

The astonished Maid they led. 

And there they laid her on the bridal bed. 

Then forlh they go, and close the Temple-gate. 

And leave the wretched Kailyal to her fate. 
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10. 

" Where art thou, Son of Heaven, Ereenia ! where ? " 

From the loathed bed she starts, and in the sir 

Looks up, as if she thought to find him there ; 

Tlieu, in despair, 

Anguish and agony, and hopeless prayer, 

Prostrate she laid herself upon the floor. 

There, trembling as she lay. 

The Bramin of the fane advanced, 

And came to seize his prey ; 

But, as the ahominable Priest drew nigh, 

A power invisible opposed his way. 

Starting, he uttered wildly a death-cry, 

And fell. At that the Maid all eagerly 

Lifled in hope her head ; 

She thought her own deliverer had been near ; 

When, lo ! with other life re-animate, 

She saw the dead arise ; 

And, in the fiendish joy within his eyes, 

She knew the hatefiil Spirit who looked through 

Their specular orbs: clothed in the flesh of man. 

She knew the accursed Soul of Arvalan. 



" Whore art thou. Son of Heaven, Ereenia ! where ? ' 

But not in vain, with sudden shriek of fear. 

She calls Ereenia now ; the Glendoveer 

Is here ! "Upon the guilty sight he burst 

Like lightning from a cloud, and caught the accurst 
Bore him to the roof aloft, and on the floor 
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With vengeance dashed him, quivering there in gore, 

Lo ! from the pregnant air, heart- withering sight, 

There issued forth the dreadful Lorrinite, 

" Seize him ! " the Enchantress cried : 

A host of Demons at her word apjjear, 

And, hke tornado-winds, from every side 

At once they rush upon the Glendoveer, 

Alone ag«nst a le^oD, little here 

Avails his single might ; 

Nor that celestial falchion, which in fight 

So oft had put the rebel race to flight. 

There are no Gods on earth to give him aid : 

Hemmed round, he is overpowered, beat down, and 

hound. 

And at the feet of Lorrinite is laid. 

12. 

Meantime the scattered members of the slain, 

Obedient to her mighty voice, assumed 

Their vital form again ; 

And that foul Spirit, upon vengeance bent. 

Fled to the fleshly tenement. 

" Lo ! here," quoth Iiorrinite, " thou seest thy foe ! 

Him in the Ancient Sepulchres, below 

The billows of the Ocean, will I lay r 

Gtods are there none to help him now, and there 

For Man there is no way. 

To that dread scene of durance and despair, 

Azuras, bear your enemy ! I go 

To chain him in the Tombs. Meantime, do thou. 
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Freed from tiiy foe, and dow secure from fcai', 
Son of Kehama ! take thy pleasure here." 

13. 

Her words the accursed race obeyed ; 
Forth with a sound like rushing winds they fled ; 
And, of all aid from Earth or Heaven bereft. 
Alone with Arvalan the Maid was left. 
But, in that hour of agony, the Maid 
Deserted not hei-self : her very dread 
Had calmed her ; and her heart 
Knew the whole horror, and its only part. 
" Tamen, receive me undefiled ! " she said, 
And seized a torch, and fired the bridal bed- 
Up ran the rapid flames ; on every side 
They find their fuel wheresoe'er they spread, — 
Thin hangings, fragrant gums, and odorous wood, 
That piled like sacrifleial altars slood. 
Ai^ound they run, and upward they aspire ; 
And, lo ! the huge Pagoda lined with fire ! 

14. 
The wicked Soul, who had assumed again 
A form of sensible flesh for his foul will. 
Still bent on base revenge, and baffled still, 
Felt that corporeal shape alike to pain 
Obnoxious as to pleasure : forth he flew, 
Howling and st^irched by the devouring flame ; 
Accursed Spirit! sliU condemned to rue. 
The act of. siu and punishment the s^une. 
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Freed from his loathsome touch, a natural dread 

Came on the self-devoted ; and she drew 

Back from the flames which now toward her spread, 

And, lilie a living monster, seemed lo dart 

Their hungry tongues toward their shrinking prey. 

Soon she suhdued her heart: 

" Father ! " she exclaimed, " there was no way 

But this ! and thou, Ereenia ! who for me 

SufFerest, my =oul shall hear thee company." 

15. 

So having said, she knit 

Her body up to work her soul's desire. 

And rush at once among the thickest fire. 

A sudden cry withheld her ; " Kailyal, stay ! 

Child! daughter! I am here!" the voice exclaims; 

And from the gate, unharmed, through smoke and 

Like as a God, Ladurlad made his way. 

Wrapped his preserving arms around, and bore 

His Child, uninjured, o'er the burning floor. 
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Nay, let no reproaehfiil thought 
Wrong his heroic heart! The Evil Powers 
Have the dominion o'er thia wrelx:hed World, 
And no good Spirit now can venture here. 



Alas, my Father ! he hath ventured here, 

And saved me from one horror. But the Powers 

Of Evil beat him down, and bore away 

To some dread scene of durance and despair; 

The Ancient Tombs, methought their mistress said, 

Beneath the ocean waves : no way for Man 

Is there ; and Gods, she boasted, there are none 

On Earth \o help him now. 



Is that her boast ? 

And hath she laid him in the Ancient Tombs, 

Relying that the Waves wiU giiard him there ? 

Short-sighted are the eyes of Wiekedness, 

And all its craft but folly. O my child ! 
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The Curses of the Wicked are upon me 

And the immortal Deities, who see 

And suffer all things for their own wise e 

Have made them blessings "to us ! 



Then thou knowcst 
Where they have home him? 

To the Sepulchres 

Of the Ancient Kings, which Baly, in his power, 

Made in primeval times, and built above them 

A City, like the Cities of the Gods, 
Being like a God himself For many an age 

Hath Ocean warred against his Palaces, 
TiU, overwhelmed, they lie beneath the waves. 

Not overthrown, so well the awful Chief 

Had laid their deep foundations. Rightly said 

The Accursed, that no way for Man was there ; 

But not like Man am I ! 

2. 

Up from the ground the Maid exultant sprung. 

And clapped her happy hands in attitude 

Of thanks to Heaven, and flung 

Her arms around her Father's neck,, and stood 

Struggling awhile for utterance, with excess 

Of hope and pious thankfiilness. 

" Come, come ! " she cried. " Oh, let us not delay ! 

He is in torments there ! — away ! away ! " 
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Long time they travelled on ; at dawn of day 

Still setting forward with the earliest light, 

Nor ceasing from their way 

Till darkness closed the Dight. 

Short refuge from the noontide heat, 

Reluctantly compelled, the Maiden look, 

And ill her indefatigable feet 

Could that brief respite brook. 

Hope kept her up, and her intense desire 

Supports that heart which ne'er at danger quails, 

Those feet which never tire, 

That frame which never fails. 



Their talk was of the City of the days 

Of old. Earth's wonder once, and of the fame 

Of Baly, its great founder, — he whose name, 

In ancient story and in poet's praise, 

Liveth and flourish eth for endless glory, 

Because his might 

Put down the wrong, and aye upheld the right; 

Till for ambition, as old sages tell. 

At length the universal Monarch feU ; 

For he, too, having made the World his own. 

Then in his pride, had driven 

The Devetas from Heaven, 

And seized triumphantly the Swerga throne. 

The Incarnate came l>efore the Mighty One 

In dwarfish stature, and in mien obscure : 
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The sacred cord he bore, 

And asked, for Brama's sake, a little boon. 

Three steps of Baly's ample reign, — no more. 

Poor was the bcwn required, and poor was he 

Who begged, — a httle wretch it seemed to be. 

But Baly ne'er refused a suppliant's prayer : 

He on the Dwarf cast down 

A glance of pily in contemptuous mood, 

And bade him lake the boon. 

And measure where he would. 



5. 

" Lo, Son of giant birth, 

I take my grant ! " the Incarnate Power replies. 

With bis first step he measured o'er the Earth; 

The second spanned the skies. 

" Three paces tiou hast granted ; 

Twice have I set my footstep," Vishnu cries ; 

" Where shall the third be planted ?" 



Then Baly knew the God ; and at his feel. 

In homage due, he laid his humbled head. 

" Mighty art thou, Lord of Earth and Heaven ! 

Mighty art thou ! " he said ; 

" Be merciful, and let me be forgiven." 

He asked for mercy of the Mercifiil, 

And mercy for his virtue's sake was shown. 

,Por though he was cast down to Padalon, 

Yet there, by Yamen's throne. 
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Doth Baly sit in majesty and might, 

To judge the dead, and sentence (hem aright. 

And, forasmuch as he was still the friend 

Of righteousness, it is permitted him, 

Yearly, from those drear regions to ascend, 

And walk the Earth, that he may hear his name 

Still hymned and honored by the grateful voice 

Of human-kind, and in his feme rejoice. 



Such was the talk they held upon their way, 

Of him to whose old City they were hound ; 

And now, upon their journey, many a day 

Had risen and closed, and many a week gone round. 

And many a realm and region had they passed, 

When now tlie Ancient Towers appeared at last. 



Their golden summits, in the noonday light, 
Shone o'er the dark^reen deep that rolled between ; 
For domes and pinnacles and spires were seen 
Peering above the sea, — a moumfiil sight! 
Well might the sad beholder ween from thence 

What works of wonder the devouring wave 
Had swallowed there, when monuments so brave 
Bore record of iheir old magnificence. 
And on the sandy shore, beside the verge 
Of Ocean, here and there, a rock-hewn fane 
Eesisted in its strength the surf and surge 
Tbat on their deep foundations beat in vain. 
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In solitude the Ancient Temples stood, 
Once resonant with instrument and song. 
And solemn dance of festive multitude ; 
Now, as the weary ages pass along. 
Hearing no voice save of tbe Ocean flood, 
Which roars for ever on the restless shores ; 

Or, visiting their solitary caves, 

The lonely sound of winds, that moan around 

Accordant to the melancholy waves. 

9. 

With reverence did the travellers see 

The works of ancient days, and silently 

Approach the shore. Now on the yellow sand, 

Where round their feet the rising surges part, 

They stand. Ladurlad's heart 

Exulted in his wondrous destiny. 

To Heaven he raised his hand 

In attitude of stem, heroic pride : 

" Oh, what a power," he cried, 

" Thou dreadful Rajah, doth thy Curse impart ! 

I thank thee now I " Then turning to the Maid, 

" Thou seest how far and wide 

Yon Towers extend," he said : 

"My search must needs be long. Meantime, the 

flood 

Will cast thee up thy food ; 

And in the Chambers of the Kock, by night. 

Take thou thy safe ahode. 
No prowling beast, to harm thee or affiight, 
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Can ent«r there ; but wrap thyself with care 
From the foul Birds obscene that thirst for blood ; 

For in such caverns doth the Bat delight 

To have its haunts. Do thou, with stone and shout, 

Ere thou liest down at evening, scare them out, 

And in this robe of mine involve ihy feet. 
Duly commend us both to Heaven in prayer ; 
Be of good heart, and may thy sleep be sweet ! " 

10. 

So saying, he put back his arm, and gave 

The cloth which girt his loins, and pressed her 

With fervent love, then from the sand 
Advanced into the sea : the coming Wave, 
Which knew Kehama's Curse, before his way 

Started, and on he went as on dry land ; 

And still around his path the waters parted. 

She stands upon the shore where seaweeds play. 

Lashing her polished ankles ; and the spray 

Which olF her Father, like a rainbow, fled. 

Fails on her like a shower : there Kailyal stands. 

And sees the billows rise above his head, 

She, at the startling sight, foi^t the power 

The Curse had given him, and held forth her hands 

Imploringly : her voice was on the wind. 

And the deaf Ocean a'er Ladurlad closed. 

Soon she recalled his destiny to mind. 

And, shaking off that natural fear, composed 

Her soul with prayer, to wait the event resigned. 
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AloDC, upon the solitary strand, 

The lovely one is left; behold her go, 

Pacing with patient footsteps, to and fro. 

Along the bending sand ! 

Save her, ye Gods ! from Evil Powei'?, and here 

From man she need not fear : 

For never Traveller comes near 

These awful ruins of the days of yore ; 

Nor fisher's bark, nor venturous mariner. 

Approach the sacred shore. 

All day she walked the beach ; at night she sought 

The Chamber of the Rock, with stone and shout 

Assailed the Bats obscene, and seared them out ; 

Tiien in her Father's robe uivolved her feet. 

And wrapped her mantle round (o guard her head, 

And laid her down. The rock was Kailyal's bed; 

Her chamber-lamps were in the starry sky ; 

The ivinds and waters were her lullaby. 



" Be of good heart, and may thy sleep be sweet ! " 

Ladurlad said. Alas ! that cannot be 

To one whose days are days of misery. 

How often did she stretch her hands to greet 

Fj-eenia, rescued in the dreams of night ! 

How oft, amid the vision of delight. 

Fear in her heart all is not as it seems ! 

Then from unsetlled slumber start, aild hear 

The Winds that moan above, (he Waves below ! 
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ThoH hast been called, Sleep ! the friend of Woe ; 
But 'tis the happy who have called thee so. 

13. 
Another day, another night, are gone ; 
A second passes, and a third wanes on. 

So long she paced the shore, 

So often on the beach she took her stand. 

That the wild Sea-Birds knew her, and no more 

Fled when she passed beside them on tlie strand. 

Bright shine the golden summitB in the light 

Of the noon-sun, and lovelier far by night 

Their moonlight glories o'er the sea they shed. 

Fair is the dark^^reen deep ; by night and day, 

"Unvexed with storms, the peaceful billows play, 

As when they dosed upon Ladurlad's head ; 

The firmament above is bright and clear; 

The sea-fowl, lords of water, air, and land, 

Joyous aUke upon the wing appear, 

Or when they ride the waves or walk the sand ; 

Beauty and light and joy are everywhere ; 

There is no sadness and no sorrow here, 

Save what that single human breast eontains ; 

But, oh ! what hopes and fears and pains are there ! 

14. 

Seven miserable days the expectant Maid, 

From earliest dawn fill evening, watched the shore. 

Hope left her then ; and in her heart she said. 

Never should she behold her Father more. 
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THE ANCIENT SEPULCHKES. 

When the broad Ooean on Ladiirlad's liead 

Had closed, and arehed him o'er, 

With steady tread he held his way 

Adown the sloping shore. 

The dark-green waves with emerald hue 

Imbue the beams of day ; 

And on the wrinkled sand below, 

RoEing their mazy network to and fro, 

Light shadows shift and play. 

The hungry Shark, at scent of prey, 

Towai'd Ladurlad darted ; 

Beholding then that human form ei-ecl. 

How like a God the depths he trod, 

Appalled the monster started. 

And in his fear departed. 

Onward Ladurlad went with heart elate, 

And now hath reached the Ancient City's gate. 



Wondemig he stood awhile to gaKC 
Upon the works of elder days. 
The brazen portals open stood, 
Even as the fearful multitude 
Had left them, when they fled 
Before the rising flood. 



II by Google 



High overhead, sublime, 

The mighty gateway's storied roof waa spread, 

Dwarfing tiie puny piles of younger time. 

With the deeds of days of yore 

That ample roof was sculptured o'er ; 

And many a godlike form there met his eye. 

And many an emblem dark of mystery. 

Through these wide portals oft had Baly rode 

Triumphant from his proud abode, 

"When, in his greatness, he bestrode 

Tiie Aullay, hugest of four-footed kind, — 

The Aullay-Horse, that in his force. 

With elephantine trunk, could bmd 

And lift the elephant, and on the wind 

Whirl him away with sway and swing. 

Even like a pebble from the practised sling. 



Those streets wliich never, since ihe days of yore. 

By human footstep had been visited, — 

Those streets which never more 

A human foot shall tread, — 

LaduJ-lad trod. In sunlight and sea-green. 

The thousand Palaces were seen 

Of lliat proud Gty, whose superb abodes 

Seemed reared by Giants for the immortal Gods. 

How silent and how beautiful they stand, 

Like thinga of Nature ! the eternal rocks 

Themselves not firmer. Neither halh the sand 

Drifted within their gates and choked their doors, 
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Nor slime defiled their pavements and their floors. 

Did, then, the Ocean wage 

His war for love and envy, not in rage, 

thou fair City ! that he spared thee thus ? 

Art Ihou Varounin's capital and court, 

"Where all tie Sea-Gods for delight resort, — 

A place too godlike to be held by us, 

The poor, degenerate children of the Earth ? 

So thought Ladurlad, as he looked around, 

Weening to hear the sound 

Of Mermaid's shell, and song 

Of choral throng from some imperial hall. 

Wherein the Immortal Powers, at festival, 

Their high carousals keep. 

But all is silence dread, 

Silence profound and dead. 

The everlasting stillness of the Deep, 



Through many a solitary street, 

And silent market-place and lonely square. 

Armed with the mighty Curse, behold him fare ! 

And now his feet atfdn that royal fane 

Where Ealy held of old his awful reign. 

What once had been the Gardens spread around, — 

Fair Gardens, once which wore perpetual green. 
Where all sweet flowers through all (he year were 

And all fair fruits were through all seasons seen ; 
A place of Paradise, where each device 
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Of emulous Art with Nature strove to vie ; 

And Nature, on her part, 

Called forth new powers wherewith to vanquish Art 

The Swei^a-God himself, with envious eye, 

Surveyed those peedess gardens in their prime ; 

Nor ever did the Lord of Light, 
Who circles Earth and Heaven upon his way, 

Behold from eldest- time a goodlier sight 
Than were the groves which Baly, in bis might. 
Made for his chosen place of solace and delight. 



It was a Garden stiU beyond all price ; 

Even yet it was a place of Paradise : 

For where the mighty Ocean could not spare. 

There had he, with his own creation. 

Sought to repair his work of devaatatiou, 

And here were coral bowers, 

And grots of madrepores. 

And banks of sponge, as soft and fair to eye 

As ere was mossy bed 

"Wliereon the Wood-Njmphs lie 

With languid limbs, in summer's sultry hoiu^ 

Here, too, were living flowers, 

Which, like a bud compacted, 

Their purple cups contracted, 

And now, in open blossom spread. 

Stretched like green anthers many a seeking head. 

And arhorets of jointed stone were there. 

And plants of fibres fine as silkworm's thread ; 
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Yea, beautiful as Mermaid's golden hair 

Upon ihe waves dispread. 

Others that, like the broad banana growing, 

Raised their long, wrinkled leaves of purple hue, 

Like sti-eamers wide outflowing. 

And, whatsoe'er the depths of Ocean hide 

From human eyes, Ladurlad there espied, — 

Trees of the deep, and shrubs and fruits and flowers 

As fair as ours, 
"Wherewith the Sea-Nymphs love their loeks to 

When to their father's hall, at festival 

Repairing, they, in emulous array. 

Their charms display 

To grace the banquet and the solemn day. 

6. 

The golden fountains liad not ceased to flow ; 

And, where they mingled with the briny Sea, 

There was a sight of wonder and delight 

To see the &h, like birds in air, 

Above Ladurlad flying. 

Round those strauge waters they repair, 

Their scarlet fins outspread and plying; 

They float with gentle hoveriug there ; 

And now upon those little wings. 

As if to dare forbidden things. 

With wilful purpose bent. 

Swift as an arrow from a how. 

They slioot across, and to and fro, 
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In rapid glance, like lightning go 
Through that unwonted element. 



Almost, in scenes so wondrous fair, 

Ladurlud had forgot 

The mighty cause which led him there : 

His busy eye was everywhere; 

His mind liad lost all thought ; 

His heart, surrendered to the joys 

Of sight, was happy as a boy's. 

But soon the awakening thought recurs 

Of him who in the Sepulchres, 

Hopeless of human aid, in chains is laid ; 

And her who, on the solitary shore, 

By night and day, her weary watch will keep, 

Till she shall see them issuing from the deep. 



Now hath Ladurlad reached the Court 

Of the great Palace of the King : its floor 

Was of the marble rock ; and tliere, before 

The imperial door, 

A mighty Image on Ihe steps was seen, 

Of stature huge, of countenance serene. 

A crown and sceptre at his feet were laid ; 

One hand a scroll displayed ; 
The other pointed there, that all might see : 

" My name is Death," it .^id ; 
" In mercy liave the Gods appointed me." 
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Two brazen gates beneatli him, night and day, 
Stood open ; and witliin them you beliold 
Descending steps, which in the hving stone 

Were hewn, a spacious way 
Down to tlie Chambers of the Kings of old. 



Trembling with hope, the adyentnrons man de- 
scended. 
The sea-green light of day 
Not far along the vault extended ; 
Bui, where the '■Ijnt reflection ended, 
Another lifrhl \ias seen. 
Of led and flery hue, 
That with the water blended, 
And gave the set ref- of the Tombs lo view. 

10. 

Deep in the marble rock, the Hall 

Of Death was hollowed outj-^a chamber wide. 

Low-roofed, and long : on either side. 

Each in hia own alcove and on his throne, 

The Kings of old were seated ; in his hand 

Each held the sceptre of command, 

Prom whence, across tliat scene of endless night, 

A carbuncle diffused its everlasting light. 

n. 

So well had the embalmers done their pari 
With spice and precious unguents to imbue 
The perfect corpse, that each had stil! the hue 



II by Google 



THE CORSE OF KEHAMA. 149 



Of living T^Jin ; and every limb was still 

Supple and firm and full as when of yore 

Its motion answered to the moving will. 

The robes of royalty, which once they wore, 

Long since had mouldered off, and left them bare : 

Naked upon their thrones behold them there, 

Statues of actual flesh, — a fearful sight ! 

Their large and rajless eyes, 

Dimly reflecting to that gem-born light, 

Glazed, fixed, and meaningless, — yet, open wide, 

Their ghastly balls belied 

The mockery of life in all beside. 

12. 

But if, amid these chambers drear. 

Death were a sight of shuddering and of fear, 

Life was a thing of stranger horror here. 

For at the ferther end, in yon alcove. 

Where Baly should have lain, had he obeyed 

Man's common lot, behold Ereenia laid ! 

Strong fetters link him to the rock : his eye 

Now rolls and widens, as with effort vain 

He strives to break the chain, 

Now seems to brood upon his misery. 

Before him couched there lay 

One of the mighty monsters of the deep. 

Whom Lorrinite, encountering on the way. 

There stationed, his perpetual guard to keep: 

In the sport of wanton power, she charmed him there, 

As if to mock the Glendoveer's despair. 
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Upward his foitn was human, save that here 

The skin was covered o'er with scale on scaJe 

Compact, a paooply of natural mail ; 

His mouth, from ear to ear, 

Weaponed with triple teeth, extended wide. 

And tusks on either side ; 

A double snake below, he rolled 

His supple length behind in many a sinuous fold. 

14. 

With red and kindling eye, tlie Beast beholds 

A living man draw nigh. 

And, rising on his folds. 

In hungry joy awaits the expected feast. 

His mouth half open, and his teeth unsheathed. 

Then on he sprung, and in his scaly eitm 

Seized him, and fastened on bis neck, to suck, 

With greedy lips, the warm life-blood ; and sure, 

But for the mighty power of magic charms. 

As easily as in the blithesome hour 

Of spring a child doth crop the meadow-flower. 

Piecemeal those claws 

Had rent their victim, and those arm^d jaws 

Snapped him in twain. Naked Ladurlad stood, 

Tet fearless and unharmed in this dread strife. 

So well Kehama's Cui'se had charmed his fated life, 



He, too, — for anger, rising at the sight 
Of him he sought, in such strange thrall confined, 
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Wiili desperate courage fired Ladurtad's mind,— 

He, too, unto the fight himself addressed ; 

And, grapphng breast to breast. 

With foot iirm-pl anted stands, 

And xei/ed the monster's throat with both his hands. 

Vainly, with throttling grasp, he pressed 

The impenetrable scales ; 

And. lo! the Guard rose up, and round his foe, 

With gliding motion, wreathed his lengthening coils, 

Then tightened all their folds with stress and strain. 

Nought would the raging Tiger's strength avail, 

If once involved within those mighty toils ; 

The armed Rhinoceros, so dasped, in vmn 

Had trusted to his hide of rugged mail. 

His bones all broken, and the breath of life 

Crushed from the lungs, in that unequal strife. 

Again, and jet again, he sought to break 

The impassive limbs ; but, when the Monster found 

His utmost power was vain, 

A moment he relaxed in everj' round. 

Then knit his coils again with closer strain. 

And, bearing forward, forced him to the ground. 

16. 

Ereenia groaned in anguish at the sight 

Of this dread light : once more the G-lendoveer 

Essayed to break his bonds ; and fear 
For that brave father, who had sought him here, 
Stung him to wilder strugglings. From the rock 
He raised himself half up, with might and main 
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Plucked at the adamantine chain, 
And now, withjong and uni-elaxing strain, 
III obstinate effort of indignant strength. 

Labored and strove in vain ; 

Till his immoilal ainews failed at length ; 

And yielding, with an inward groan, to late, 

Despairingly, he let himself again 

Fall prostrate on his prison-bed of stone, 

Body and chain alike with lifeless weight. 

17. 

Struggling they lay in mortal fray 

All day, while day was in our upper sphere ; 

For light of day 

And natural darkness never entered here ; 

All night, with unabated might, 

They waged the unremitting fight. 

A second day, a second night, 

"With furious will they wrestled' still. 

The third came on, the fourth is gone ; 

Another comes, another goes ; 

And yet no respite, no repose ! 

But day and night, and night and day. 

Involved in mortal strife they lay ; 
Six days and nights have passed away, 
And stil! they wage, with mutual rage, 

The unremitting fray. 
With mutual rage their wai- they wage, 
But not with mutual will : 
For, when Ihe sevenlh n 
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The Monster's worn and wearied frame 

In this strange contest fails ; 

And weaker, weaier, every hour, 

He yields hcneath strong Nature's power; 

For now the Curse prevails. 

18. 

Sometimes the Beast sprung up to bear 

His foe aloft, and, trusting there 

To shake him from his hold. 

Relaxed the rings that wreathed him round: 

But on his throat Ladurhid hung. 

And weighed him to the ground ; 

And if they sink, or if they float. 

Alike with stubborn clasp he clung, 

Tenacious of his grasp : 

For well he knew with what a power, 

Exempt from Nature's laws, 

The Curse had armed him for this hour; 

And in the Monster's gasping jaw?. 

And in his hollow eye, 

Well could Ladurlad now descry 

The certain signs of victory. 



And now the Beast no more can keep 
His painfiil watch,; his eyes, oppressed, 

Are fainting for their natural sleep ; 

His living flesh and blood must rest ; 
The Beast must sleep or die. 
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Then he, full fdnt and languidly, 

Unwreathesi his rings, and sirivea to fly ; 

And, still retreating, slowly trails 

His aliff and heavy length of scales. 

But that unweariable foe. 

With ■will relentless, follows still ; 

No breathing-time, no pause of fight, 

He gives, but presses on his flight : 

Along the vaulted chambers, and the ascent 

Up to the emerald-tinted light of day, 

He harasses his way. 

Till lifeless, underneath his grasp. 

The huge Sea-Monster lay. 

20. 

" That obstinate work is done ! " Ladurlad cried : 

" One labor yet remains ! " 

And thoughtfiiUy he eyed 

Ereenia's ponderous chains; 

And with faint effort, half despairing, tried 

The rivets deep in-driven. Instinctively, 

As if in search of aid, he looked around : 

Oh, (hen how gladly, in the near alcove. 

Fallen on the ground its lifeless Lord beside. 

The crescent cimel«r he spied, 

"Whose cloudy blade, with potent spell, imbutd. 

Had lain so many an age unhurt in sohtudt ' 

21. 

Joyfully springing there, 

He seized the weapon, and with eager stroke 
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Hewed at the chain : the force was dealt in vaia ; 

For not as if through yielding air 

Passed the descending eimetcr : 

Its deadened way the heavy water broke ; 

Yet it bit deep. Again, with both his hands, 

He wields the blade, and dealt a surer hlow. 

The baser metal yields 

To that fine edge; and, lo! the Glendoveer 

Hises, and snaps the half-severed links, and stands 

Freed from liis broken bands. 



XVII. 
B ALY. 



This is the appointed night, 
The night of joy and fonsecrated mirth, 
When from his judgment-seat in Padalon, 

By Tamen's throne, 

Baly goes forth, that he may walk the Earth 

Unseen, and hear his name 

Still hymned and honored by the grateful voice 

Of human-kind, and in his feme rejoice. 

Therefore, from door (o door, and street to street. 

With willing feet, 

Shaking their firebrands, the glad children run : 

" Baly ! gi-eat Baly ! " they acclmm ; 
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Where'er tliey run, thuy bear the mighty name ; 

Where'er they meet, 

" Baly ! great Baly ! " still their choral tonguea 

repeat. 

Therefore at every door the votive flame 

Through pendent lanterns sheds its painied hghtj 

And I'ockets, hissing upward thi-ough the sky, 

Fall like a shower of stars 

From Heaven's black canopy. 

Therefore, on yonder mountain's templed height, 

The brazen caJdron blazes through the night. 

Huge as a Ship that travels the main sea 

la that capacious brass ; ila wick as tall 

As is the mast of some great admiral. 

Ten thousand volai'ies bring 

Camphor and ghee to feed the sacred flame ; 

And while, through regions round, the nations see 

Its fiery pillar curling high in heaven, 

" Baly ! great Baly ! " they exclaim ; 

" For ever hallowed be his blessed name ! 

Honor and praise to him for evermore be ^ven ! " 



Why art not thou among the festive throng, 

Baly, righteous Judge ! to hear thy fame ? 

Still, as of yore, with pageantry and song. 

The glowing streets along. 

They celebrate thy name ; 

" Baly ! great Baly ! " still 

The grateful habitants of Earth acclaim ; 
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" Baly ! great Baly ! " slill 

The ringing walls and echoing towers proclaim. 

From yonder mountain the portentous flame 

Still blazes lo the nations as before ; 
All things appear to human eyes the same, 

As perfect, as of yore ; 

To human eyes, — but how unlike to thine ! 

Thine, which were wont to see 

The Company divine. 

That with their presence came to honor thee ! 

For all the blessed ones of mortal birth 

Who have been clothed with immortality. 

From (he eight corners of the Eai'lh, 

From the Seven Worlds assembling, all 

Wont lo attend thy solemn festival. 

Then did thine eyes heboid 

The wide air peopled with that glorious train ; 

Now mayst Ihou seek (he blessed ones in vain. 

For Earth and Air are now beneath the Kajah's 



Therefore the righteous Judge hath walked the 

Earth 

In sorrow and in solitude to-night 

The sound of human mirth 

To him is no delight : 

He turns away from that ungraleful sight, 

Hallowed not now by visilanLs divine ; 
And there he bends his melancholy way, 
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Where, in yon fuU-orbed Moon's refulgent light, 

The Golden Towers of his old City shine 

Above (he silver sea. The ancient Chief 

There bent his way in grief, 

As if sad Ihoughfcs indulged would work their own 

relie£ 



There he beholds, upon the i-;ind, 

A lovely Maiden io the moonlight stand. 

The land-breeze lifts her locks of jet ; 

The waves around her polished ankles play ; 

Her bosom with the salt sea-spray ia wet ; 

Her arms are crossed, unconsciously, to fold 

That bosom ftvm the cold ; 

While, statue-like, she seems her watch to keep. 

Gazing intently on the restless deep. 



Seven miserable days bad Kailyal there. 

From earliest dawn til! evening, watched the deep ; 

Six nights, wilhin the Chamber of the Rock, 

Had laid her down, and found in prayer 

That comfort which she sought in vain from slee|>. 

But, when the seventh night came, 

Never should she behold her father more. 

The wretched Maiden said, in her despair ; 

Yet would not quit the shore, 

Nor turn her eyes one moment from the sea ; 

A'ever before 
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Had Kailya] watched it so imputiently ; 

Never so eagerly had hoped before, 

low, when she believed, and said, all hope w 



Beholding her, how beautitui she stood. 

In that wild solitude, 

Baly from his invisibility 

Had issued then, to know her cause of woe ; 

But that, in the air beside her, he espied 
Two Powers of Evil for her hurt allied, — 

Foul Arvalan and dreadful Lorrinite. 
Walking in darkness, him they could not see ; 
And, marking with what demon-like delight 

They kept their innocent prey in sight, 
He waits, expecting what the enil may be. 

7. 

She starts ; for, lo ! where, floating many a rood. 

A Monster, hugest of the Ocean brood, 

Weltering and lifeless, drifts toward the shore. 

Backward she starts in fear before the flood ; 

And, when the waves retreat. 
They leave their hideous burden at her feet. 



5he ventures lo approach with tiniid tread ; 
She starts, and half draws back in fear. 
Then stops, and stretches out her head 



II by Google 



To see if that huge Beast indeed be dead. 

Now, growing bold, the Maid advances near, 

Even to the margin of the ocean-flood. 

Rightly she reads her Father's victory. 

And lifts her joyous hands exultingly 

To Heaven, in gratitude ; 

Tlien spreading them toward the Sea, 

While pious tears bedim lier streaming eyes, 

" Come ! come ! my Father, come to me ! 

Ereenia, eome ! " she cries : 

Lo ! from the opening deep ihey rise, 

And to Laduriad's arms the bappy Kailyal flies. 



She turned from him, to meet, with heating heart, 

The Glendoveer's embrace. 

" Now turn to me, for mine thou art ! " 

Foul Arvalau exclaimed r his loathsome face 

Came forth, and from the air, 

In fleshly form, he burst. 

Always in horror and despair 

Had Kailyal seen the form and face accurst; 

But yet so sharp a pang had ne'er 

Shot with a thrill Uke death through all her frame. 

As now when on her hour of joy the Spectre came. 

10. 

Vain is resistance now : 

The fiendish laugh of Lorrinite is heard ; 

And, at her dreadful word. 
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The Asuras once again appear, 
And seize Ladurlad and the Glendoveer, 



" Hold your accursed hands '. " 

A voice exclaimed, whose dread commands 

Were feared through all the vaults of Padalon; 

And there among them, in the midnight air, 

The presence of the mighty Baly shone. 

He, mating manifest his mightiness. 

Put forth on every sid^an hundred arms. 

And seized the Sorceress : maugre all her charms, 

Her and her fiendish ministers he caught 

"With force as uncontrollable as fate : 

And that unhappy Soul, to whom 

The Almighty Eajah's power availeth not 

Liring to avert, nor dead to mitigate, 

His righteous doom. 



" Help, help, Kchama ! Father, help ! " he cried ; 

But Baly tarried not to abide 

That mightier Power: with irresistible feet 

He stamped and deft the Earth ; it opened wide. 

And gave him way to his own Judgment-seat. 

Down, like a plummet, to the World below 

He sunk, and bore his prey 
To punishment deserved, and endless woe. 
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The Eartli, by Baly's feet divided. 

Closed o'er his way as to the Judgment-seal 

He plunged, and bore his prey. 

Scarce had the shock subsided, 

When, darting from the Swerga's lienvenly 

heights, 

Kehama, hke a Ihunder-bolt, alights. 

In wrath he came : a bickering flame 

Flashed from his eyes, which made the moonlight 

And passion forcing way from every limb, 

Like furnace-smoke, with terrors wrapt him round. 

Furious he smote the ground ; 

Earth trembled underneath the dreadful stroke, 

Again in sunder riven ; 

He hurled in rage his whirling weapon down. 

But, lo ! the fiery sheckra to his feet 

Eeturned, as if by equal force redriven ; 

And from the abyss die voice of Baly eame : 

"Not yet, Rajah! hast thou won 

The realms of Padalon ! 

Earth and the Swerga are thine own ; 

Bui, till Kehama shall subdue the throne 

Of Hell, in.tormentp Tamen holds his son." 
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" Fool that he is ! — in torments let him lie ! " 
Kcliama, wrathful at his son, replied. 
" But what am I, 
TliiU thou shouldst brave me?" kindiing 

The dreadful Rajah cried. 

" Ho ! Yamen ! hear me. God of Padaloj) ! 

Prepare thy throne, 

And let the Amreeta cup 

Be ready for my lips, when I anon 

Triumphanlly shall take my seat thereon. 

And plant upon thy neck my royal feet." 

3. 

In voice like thunder thus the Eajah cried, 

Impending o'er the abyss, with menacing hand 

Put forth, as in the action of command. 

And eyes that darted their red auger down. 

Then, drawing back, he let the earth subside. 

And, as his wrath relaxed, sur\'eyed, 

Thoughtfully and silently, the mortal Maid. 

Her eye the while was on the farthest sky. 

Where up the ethereal height 

Ereenia rose, and passed away irom sight. 

Never had she so joyfully 

Beheld the coming of the Glendoveer, 

Dear as he was and he deserved to be. 

As now she saw him rise and disappear. 
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" Come now what will," within her heart said she; 
" For thou art safe, and what have I to fear ? " 



Meantime the Almighty Eajah, late 

In power and majesty and wrath arrayed. 

Had laid his terrors by, 

And gazed upon the Maid. 

Pride could not quit his eye, 

Nor that remorseless nature from his front 

Depart ; yet whoso had beheld him (hen 

Had felt some admiration mixed with dread. 

And might have said. 

That sure he seemed to be the King of Men ! 

Less than the greatest that he could not he, 

Who carried in his port such might and majesty. 

5. 

In fear no longer for the Glendoveer, 

Now towards the Eajah Kailyal turned her eyes. 

As if to ask what doom awaited her. 

But then surprise. 

Even as with fescination, held them there ; 

So strange a thing it seemed to see the change 

Of purport in that all-commanding brow. 

Which thoughtfully was bent upon her now. 

Wondering she gazed, the while her Father's eye 

Was fixed upon Kehama haughtily : 

It spate defiance to him, liigh disdain, 
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Stern patienc* unsubduable by pain, 
And pride triumphant over agony. 



" Ladurlad," said the Rajah, " Ihou and I 

Alike have done the work of Destiny, 

Unknowing each to what the impulse tended ; 

But now that over Earth and Heaven my reign 

Is stablished, and the ways of Fate are plain 

Before me, here our enmity is ended: 

I take away thy Curse." As thus he smd, 

The fire which in Ladurlad's heart and brain 

Was bumiug, fled, and left him free from pain. 

So rapidly his torments were departed, 

That at the sudden ease he start^ 

As with a shock ; and to his head 

His hands npfled, 

As if be felt through every ftoling limb 

The power and sense of hfe forsaking him. 



Then, turning to the Maid, the Eajah cried, 

" Virgin ! above all of mortal birth 

Favored alike in beauty and in worth, 

And in the glories of thy destiny. 

Now let thy happy heart exult with pride ; 

For Fate hath chosen thee 

To be Kehama's bride, — 

To be the Queen of Heaven and Earth, 

And of whatever Worlds beside 
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Infinity may hide ; for I can see 

The writiDg which, at thy nativity. 

All-knowing Nature wrought upon Ihy br^un. 

In hi-anching veins, which to the gifted eye 

Map out the mazea of futurity. 

There is it written. Maid, that thou and I, 

Alone of human-kind a deathless pair, 

Are doomed to share 

The Amreeta-drink divine 

Of immortality. Come, Maiden mine ! 

High-feted One, ascend the subject sky. 

And by Kehama's side 

Sit on the Swerga throne, his equal bride." 



" Oh ! never, never, Fatlier ! " Kaiiyal cried : 
" It is not as he saith ; it cannot be ! — 

I ! — I his bride ! 

Nature is never felse ; he wrongeth her ! 

My heart belies such lines of desliny: 

There is no other true interpreter ! " 



At that reply, Kehama's darkening brow 

Bewrayed the anger which he yet suppressed : 

" Counsel thy daughter! tell her thou art now 

Free from thy Curse," he said ; " and bid her bow 

In thankfulness to Fate's benign behesl. 

Bid her her stubborn will restrain. 

For Destiny at last must be obeyed; 



II by Google 



THE CUKSE OF KEHAMA. 

And tell her, while obedience is de 
Thy Curse will burn agmn." 



"She needeth not my counsel," he replied; 
" And idly, Rajah, dost thou reason thus 
Of Deatiny ! for though all other things 
Wei-e subject to the starry influencings, 
And bowed submissive to thy tyranny. 
The virtuous heart and resolute mind are free. 

Thus in their wisdom did the Gods decree, 

When they created man. Let come what will, 

This is our rock of strength : m every ill, 

Sorrow, oppression, pain, and agony. 

The spirit of the good is unsubdued, 

And, suffer as they may, they triumph stilL" 

!1. 

" Obstinate fools ! " exclaimed the Mighty One ; 

" Fate and my pleasure must be done. 

And ye resist in vain ! 

Take your fit guerdon till we meet again ! " 

So saying, his vindictive hand he flung 

Towards them, flUed with curses ; then on high 

Aloft he sprung, and vanished through the Sky. 
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XIX. 
MOUNT CALASAY. 

1. 

The Rajah, scattering uui'sea as he rose, 

Soared to the Swerga, and resumed his throne. 

Not for his own redoubled agony, 

Which now through heart and brain, 

With renovated pain, 

Rushed to its seat, Ladurlad breathes that groan. 

That gi'oan is for his child ; he groaned to see 

That she was stricken now with leprosy, 

Wiiich, as the enemy vindictive fled. 

O'er all her frame with quicic contagion spread. 

She, wondering at events so passing strange, 

And filled with hope and fear, 

And joy to see the Tyrant disappear. 

And glad expectance of her Glendoveer, 

Perceived not in herself the hideous change. 

His burning pain, she thought, had forced the groan 

Her father breathed ; hia agonies alone 

Were present to her mind: she clasped his knees, 

Wept for his Curse, and did not feel her own. 

2. 

Nov, when she saw her plague, did her good heart. 

True to itself, even for a moment fail. 

" Ha, Ejijah ! " with disdainful smile she cries, 
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" Mighty and wise and wicked as ihou art, 

Still thy blind vengeance acts a friendly part. 

Shall I not thank thee for this scurf and scale 

Of dire deformity, whose loathsomeness, 

Surer than panoply of strongest mail, 

Arms me against all foes? Oh, better so. 

Better such foul disgrace, 

Than that this innocent face 

Should tempt thy wooing ! That I need not dread : 

!Nor ever impious foe 

Will offer outrage now, nor further woe 

Will beauty draw on my unhappy head; 

Safe through the unholy world may Kailyal go." 

3. 

Her face, in virtuous pride, 

Was lifted to the skies, 

Aa him and his poor vengeance she defied ; 

But earthward, when she ceased, she turned her 

eyes, 

As if she- sought to hide 

The tear which in her own despite would rise. 

Did then the thought of her own Glendoveer 

Call forth that natural tear ? 

Was it a woman's fear, 

A thought of earthly love, which troubled her? 

Like yon thin cloud amid the moonhght sky. 

That flits before the wind. 

The womanly pang passed over Kailyal's mind. 
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" This is a loathsome sigiit to human eye ! " 

Half shrinking at herself, the Maiden thought 

"Will it be so to him? Oh, surely not! 

The immortal Powers, who see 
Through the poor wrappings of mortality, 
Behold the soul, the beautiful soul, within. 
Exempt from age and wasting maladies. 
And undeformed, while pure and free from sin. 
This is a loathsome sight to human eyes, 

But not to eyes dirine ; 
Ereenia, Son of Heaven, oh, not to thine ! " 



The wrongful thought of fear, the womanly pain. 

Had passed away ; her heart was calm again. 

She raised her head, experting now to see 

The Glendoveer appear : 

" Where hath he fled," quoth she, 

"That he should tarry now?" Oh! had she 

known 

Whiiher the adventurous Son of Heaven was 

flown, 

Strong as her spirit was, it had not borne 

The appalling thought, nor dared to hope for his 

return. 



For he in search of Siva's throne was 
To tell his tale of wrong ; 
Xa search of Siva's own abode, 
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The Glendoveer began his heavenly road. 

Oh wild emprise ! above the farthest skies 

He hoped to rise ! 

Him who is throned beyond the reach of thought, 

The Alone, the Inaccessible, he sought. 

Oh wild emprise 1 for when, in days of yore, 

For proud pre-eminence of power, 

Brama and Vishnu, wild with rage, contended, 

And Siva, in his might, 

Their dread contention ended. 

Before their sight 

In form a fiery column did he tower, 

Whoae head above the higliest height extended. 

Whose base below the deepest depth descended. 

Downward, its depth to sound, 

Vishnu a thousand years explored 

The fethomless profound. 

And yet no Ijase he found: 

Upward to reach its head. 

Ten myriad years the aspiring Brama soared ; 

And still, as up he fled. 

Above him stiU the Immeasurable spread. 

The rivals owned their Lord, 

Aud trembled and adored. 

How shall the Glendoveer attain 

What Brama and wliat Vishnu sought in vain ? 

6. 
Ne'er did such thought of lofty daring enter 
Celestial Spirit's mind. Oh wild adventure 
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That Ihriine to find ! for he must leave behind 

This World, that in the centre. 

Within ils salt-sea girdle, lies confined ; 

Yea, the Seven Earths, that, each with its own ocean, 

Bing clasping ring, compose the mighly round. 

What power of motion 
In less than endless years shaU bear him there. 

Along the limitless extent, 

To Ihe utmost bound of the remotest sphere ? 

What strength of wing 

Sufiice to pierce the Golden Firmament 

That closes all within ? 

Yet he hath pa'ssed the measurelefs extent. 

And pierced the Golden Firmament ; 

For Faith hath given him power, and Space and 

Vanish hefore that energy sublime. 

Nor doth eternal Night 

And outer Dai'kneas check his resolute flight ; 

By strong desire through all he makes his way, 

Till Siva's Seat appears, — behold Mount Calasay ! 

7. 

Behold the Silver Mountain ! Bound about 

Seven ladders stand, so high, the aching eye. 

Seeking their tops in vain amid the sky. 

Might deem they led from earth to highest Heaven. 

Ages would pass away. 

And worlds with age decay. 

Ere one whose patient feet, from ring to ring, 
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Must win their upward way, 

Could reach the summit of Mount Calaaay. 

But that strong power that nerved his wing, 

That all-surmounting will, 

Intensity of faith and holiest love. 

Sustained Ereenia still ; 

And he hoth gained the plain, tiie sanctuary ahov 



Lo, there the Silver Bell, 

That, self-sustained, hangs buoyant in the air ! 

Lo, the broad Table there, too bright 

For mortal sight, 

From whose four sides the bordering gems unite 

Their harmoniaing rays 

In one mid fount of many-colored hght 1 

The stream of splendor, flashing as it flows, 

Plays round and feeds the stem of yon celestial Rose ! 

Where is the Sage whose wisdom can declare 

The hidden things of that mysterious flower, — 

That flower which serves all mysteries lo bear ? 

The sacred Triangle is there, 

Holding the Emhlem which no tongue may tell ; 

Is this the Heaven of Heavens, whero Siva's self 

doth dwell? 



Here fii-st the Glendoveer 
Felt his wing flag, and paused upon his flight 
Waa it that fear came over him, when here 
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He saw the imagined throne appear? 

Not so ; for his immorta] sight 

Endured the Table's light ; 

Distinctly he beheld all things around ; 

And doubt and wonder rose within his mind 

That (his was all he found. 

Howbeit he lifted up his voice, and spake: 

"There is oppression in the World below; 

Earth groans beneath the yoke ; yea, in hep woe 

She asks if the Avenger's eye is blind. 

Awake, Lord, awake ! 

Too long thy vengeance sleepeth. Holiest One! 

Put thou Ihy terrors on for mercy's sake. 

And strike the blow, in justice to mankind!" 

10. 

So, as he prayed, intenser faith he felt: 

His spirit seemed to melt 

With ardent yearnings of increasing love. 

Upward he turned his eyes, 

As if there should be something yet above : 

" Let me not, Siva, seek in vain ! " he cries. 

" Thou art not here; for how should these contain 

thee? 

Thou art not here ; for how should I sustain tJiee ? 

But thou, where'er thou art, 

Canst hear the voice of prayer. 

Canst read the righteous heart. 

Thy dwelling who can tell ? 

Or who, O Lord, hath seen thy secret throne ? 
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But thou art not alone, 

Not unapproachable ! 

all-containing Mind, 

Thou who art everywhere. 

Whom all who seek shall find, 

Hear me, O Siva ! hear the suppliant's prayer ! " 

11. 

So saying, up he sprung. 

And struck the Bell, whitih self-suspended hung 

Before the myslic Rose. 

From side to side the silver tongue 

Melodious swung, and far and wide 

Soul-thrilling tones of heavenly music rung. 

Abashed, confounded, 

It left, the Glendoveer ; yea, all astounded 

In overpowering fear and deep dismay : 

For, when that Bell had sounded. 

The Rose, with all the mysteries it surrounded, 

The Bell, the Table, and Mount Calasay, 

'ITie holy Hill itself, with all thereon, 
Even as a morning dream before the day 
Dissolves away, they faded, and were gone. 



Where shall he rest his wing ? where turn for flight ? 

For all around is Light, — 

Primal, essential, all-pervading Light ! 

Heart cannot think, nor tongue declare. 

Nor eyes of Angel bear. 
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That Glory unimaginably bright ; 
The Sun himself had seemed 
A speck of darkness there, 
Amid that Light of Light ! 

13. 

Down fell the Glcndoveer; 

Down through all regions, to our mundane sphere, 

He fell : but in his ear 

A Voice, which from within him came, was heard, 

The indubitahle word 

Of Him to whom all secret things are known : 

" Go, ye who suffer, go to Yamen'a throne ; 

He hath the remedy for erery woe ; 
He setteth right whate'er is wrong below." 



THE EMBARKATION. 



Down from the Heaven of Heavens Ereenia fell 

Precipitate, yet imperceptible 

His M : nor had he cause nor thought of fear ; 

And when he came within this mundane sphere. 

And felt that Earth was near, 

Tlie Glendoveer his azure wings expanded, 

And, sloping down the sky 
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Toward the spot from whence he sprung on liigh, 
There on die shore he landed. 



Kailyal advanced to meet him, 

Not moving now as she was wont to greet him, 

Joy in her eye and in her eager pace : 

With a calm smile of melancholy pride 

She met him now ; and, turning half aside, 

Her warning hand repelled the dear embrace. 

3. 

" Strange things, Ereenia, have befallen us here," 

The Virgin said; "the Almighty Man hath read 

The lines which, traced by Nalure on my brain. 

There to the gifted eye 

Make all my fortunes plain. 

Mapping the mazes of ftiturity. 

He sued for peace ; for it is written there, 

That I with him the Amreeta cup must share : 

Wherefore he bade me come, and by his side 

Sit on the Swei^a-throne, his equal bride. 

I need not tell thee what reply was given : 

My heart, the sure interpreter of Heaven, 

His impious words helied. 

Thou seeat his poor revenge ! " So having said. 

One look she glanced upon her leprous stain 

Indignantly, and shook 

Her head in calm disdain. 
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O more tlian ever dear, 

jVnd more tlian ever mine ! " 

Replied the Glendoveer : 

" He hath not read, be sure, the mystic ways 

Of Fate ; abnightj as he is, that maze 

Hath mocked his fellible sight. 

Said he the Amreeta cup ? So far aright 

The Evil One may see ; for Fale displays 

Her hidden things in part, and part conceiils, 

Baffling the wicked eye 

Alike with what she hides, and what reveak. 

When with unholy purpose it would pry 

Into the secrets of futurity. 

So may it be permitted him to see 

IHmly llie insci'utable deci-ee ; 

For to the World below, 

Where Tamen guards the Amreeta, we must go : 

Thus Siva hath expressed his will; even he, 

The Holiest, halli ordained it : there, he saith, 

All wrongs shall be redressed 
By Tamen, by the righteous Power of Death." 



Forthwith the Father and the feted Maid, 

And that heroic Spirit who for them 

Such flight had late essayed. 

The will of Heaven obeyed: 
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They went their way along the road 
That leads to Yamen's dread abode. 



Many a day hath passed away 

Since they began their arduous way, — 

Their way of toil and pain ; 

And now their weary feet attain 

The Earth's remotest bound, 

"Where outer Ocean girds it round. 

But not hke other Oceans this ; 

Bather it seemed a drear abyss, 

Upon whose brink Ihey stood. 

Oh scene of fear ! the travellers hear 

The raging of (he flood ; 

They hew how fearfully it roars : 

But clouds of darker shade than night. 

For ever hovering round those shores, 

Hide all things from their sight ; 

The Sun upon that darkness pours 

His unavailing light ; 

Nor ever Moon nor Stai-s display, 

Through the thick shade, one guiding ray 

To show the perils of the way. 

7. 

There, in a creek, a vessel lay r 

Just on the confines of the day. 

It rode at anchor in its bay, 

These venturous pilgrims to convey 
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Across that outer Sea. 
Strange vessel, sure, it seemed to be, 

And all unfit for suuh wild sea! 

For through its yawning side the wave 

Was 05zing in ; the mast was frail, 

And old and torn its only sail. 
How may that crazy vessel brave 
The billows that in wild commotion 
For ever roar and rave ? 
How hope (o cross the dreadful Ocean 
O'er which eternal shadows dwell, 
Whose secrets none return to tell ? 



Well might the travellers fear to enter ! 

But, summoned once on that adventure, 

For them was no retreat. 

Nor boola it with reluctant feet 

To linger on the strand : 

" Aboard ! aboard ! " 

An awftil Voice, that left no choice, 

Sent forth its stern command ; 

" Aboard ! aboard ! " 

The travellers hear that voice in fear. 

And breathe to Heaven an inward prayer. 

And take their seats in silence there. 

9. 
Self-hoisted then, behold the sail 
Expands itself before the gale I 



II by Google 



Hands, which they cannot see, let slip 

The cable of that fated Ship ; 

The land-breeze sends her on her way ; 

And, lo ! they leave the living light of day ! 



THE WORLD'S END. 



Swift as an arrow in its flight. 

The Ship shot through the incumbent night ; 

And they have left behind 

Tlie i-aging billows and the roaring wind, 

The stonn, the dailtnesa, and all mortal fears ; 

And, lo ! another light 

To guide their way appears, — 

The light of other spheres. 

2. 
That instant from Ladurlad's heart and brain 

The Curse was gone ; he feels again 
JFresh as in youth's fair morning, and the Maid 

Halh lost her leprous stain. 

" The Tyrant, then, hath no dominion here ! " 

Starting, she cried : " oh, happy, happy hour ! 

We are beyond his power ! " 

Then, raising to the Glendoveer, 
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With heavenly beauty bright, her angel faae, 
Turned not reluctant now, and met his dear embrace. 



Swift glides the Ship with gentle motion 
Across that calm and quiet ocean, — 
That glassy sea, which seemed to be 

The mirror of tranquillity. 

Their pleasant passage soon was o'er ; 

The Ship hath reached its destined shore, — 

A level beh of ice, which bound, 

As with an adamantine mound. 

The waters of the sleeping Ocean round. 

Strange forms were on the strand. 

Of earth-bom spirits slain before their time, 

Who, wandering over sea and sky and land. 

Had so fulfilled their term, and now were met 

Upon this icy belt, a motley band, 

Waiting their summons at the appointed hour, 

When each before the Judgment^seat must stand, 

And hear his doom from Baly's righteous power. 



Foul with habitual crimes, a hideous creiv 

Were there, the race of rapine and of blood, 

Now, having overpassed the mortal flood, 

Their own deformity they knew, 

And knew the meed that to their deeds was due 

Therefore in fear and agony they stood. 

Expecting when the Evil Messenger 
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Among them should appear. But with their fear 

A hope was mingled now : 

O'er the dark shade of guilt a deeper hue 

It threw, and gave a fiercer character 

To the wild eye and lip and sinful brow. 

They hoped that soon Kehama would subdue 

The inexorable God, and seize his throne, 

Reduce the infernal World to his command, 

And, with his irresistible right hand, 
Kcdeem them from the vaults of Padalon. 



Apart fi'om these, a milder company, 

The victims of offences not their own, 

Ixioked when the appointed Messenger shoold come : 

Gathered t<^ether some, and some alone, 

Brooding in silence on their future doom ; 

Widows whom, to their husbands' funeral fire, 

Force or strong error led, to share the pyre. 

As to their everlasting marri^e-bed ; 

And babes, by sin unstained. 

Whom erring parents vowed 

To Ganges, and the holy stream profaned 

With that strange sacrifice, rite unordained 

By Law, by sacred Nature unallowed ; 

Others, more hapless in their destiny. 

Scarce having first inhaled theh- vital breath, 

Whose cradles from some tree 

Unnatural hands suspended, 

Then left till gentle Death, 
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Coming like Sleep, their feeble moanings ended; 

Or for his prey the ravenous Kite descended ; 

Or, marching like an army from their cayes, 

ThePismires blackened o'er, then, bleached and bare, 

Left llieir unhardened bones to fell asunder there. 



Innocent Souls ! thus aet so early free 

From sin and sorrow and mortality, 

Their spotless spirits all-creating Love 

Received into its universal breast. 

Yon blue serene above 

Was their domain ; clouds pillowed them to teat ; 

The Elements on them like nurses fended, 
And with their growth ethereal substance blended. 
Less pure than these is that strange Indian bird, 

Who never dips in earthly streams her bill, 
But, when the sound of coming showers is heard. 
Looks up, and from the clouds receives her fill. 
Less pure the footless fowl of Heaven, that never 

Rest upon earth, but, on the wing for ever 

Hovering o'er flowers, their fragrant food inhale. 

Drink the descending dew upon its way. 

And sleep aloft while floating on the gale. 

7. 

And thus these innocents, in yonder sky, 

Grow and are strengthened, while the allotted years 

Perform their course ; then hitherward they tly, 

Being free from moral taint, so free from feara, 
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A joyous band, expecting soon to soar 

To Indra's happy spheres, 
And mingle with the blessed company 
Of heavenly spirits there for e 



A Gulf profound surrounded 

This icy belt ; the opposite side 

With highest rocks was bounded ; 

But where theii- heads they hide, 

Or where their base is founded, 

None could espy. Above all reach of sight 

They rose ; the second Earth was on their height ; 

Their feet were fixed in everlasting night. 



So deep ihe Gulf, no eye 

Could plumh its dark pi-ofundity ; 

Yet all its depth must try ; for ibis the road 

To Padalon, and Yamen's dread abode. 

And, from below, continually 

Ministraot Demons rose, and caught 

The Souls whose hour was come ; 

Then, with their burden fraught, 

Plunged down, and bore them to receive their doom. 

10. 

Then might be seen who went in hope, and who 

Trembled to meet. the meed 

Of many a foul misdeed, as wild they threw 
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Their arms retorted from the Demons' grasp, 

And looked around, all eagerly, to seek 

For help, where help was none ; and sirove for aid 

To clasp the nearest shade ; 

Tea, with imploring looks and horrent shriek, 

Even from one Demon to another bending, 

With hands extending. 

Their mercy they essayed. 

Still from the verge they strmn, 

And from the dreadful Gulf avert their eyes, 

In vain ; down plunge the Demons ; and (heir cries 

Feebly, as down they sink, from that profound arise. 

II. 

What heart of living man could, undisturbed, 

Bear sight so sad as this 'i What wonder there 

If Kailyal's lip were blanched with inmost dread? 

The chill which from that icy belt 
Struck through her was less keen than what she felt 
With her heart's blood through every limb dispread. 

Ooae to the Glendoveer she clung; 

And, clasping round his neck her trembling hands. 

She dosed her eyes, and there in silence hung. 

12. 

Then to Ladurlad said the Glendoveer, 

" These Demons whom thou seest, the ministers 

Of Yamen, wonder to behold us here ; 

But for the dead they come, and not for us : 

Therefore, albeit they gaze upon thee tlius, 
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Have thou no fear. 

A little while thou must be left alone, 

Till I have borne thy daughter down, 

And placed her safely by the throne 

Of him who keeps the Gftt« of Padalon." 

13. 

Then, taking Kailyal in his arms, he said, 

" Be of good liearl, Beloved ! It is I 

"Who bear lliee." Saying this, his wings he spread, 

SpiMing upward in the sky, and poised bis flight; 

Then plunged into the Gulf^ and sought the World 

of Night. 



XXil. 
THE GATE OF PADALON. 



The strong foundations of this inmost Earth 
Rest upon Padalon. That iey Mound, 
Which girt the mortal Ocean round, 

Reached the profound, — 

Ice in the regions of the upper air, 

Crystal midway, and adamant below. 

Whose strength sufficed to bear 

The weight of all this upper World of ours, 

And with its rampart closed the Realm of Woe. 
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Eight gales hath Padalon ; eight heavenly Powers 

Have them in chaise, each always at his post, 

Lest from their penal caves the accui-s^d host, 

Maugre the might of Baly and the God, 

Should break, and carry ruin all abroad. 



Those gates stand ever open, night and day ; 

And Souls *f mortal men 

For ever throng the way. 

Some from the dolorous den. 

Children of sin and wrath, return no more : 

They, fit companions of the Spirits accurst, 

Are doomed, like them in baths of fii-e immersed, 

Or weltering upon beds of molten ore, 

Or, stretched upon the brazen floor. 

Are fastened down with adamantine chains ; 

While, on their substance inconsumable, 

Leeches of Are for ever hang and pull, 

And worms of fire for ever gnaw their food, 

That, still renewed, 

Freshens for ever their perpetual pains. 



Others there were whom Baly's voice condemned, 

By long and painful penance, to alone 
Their fleshly deeds. Them, from the Judgment- 
throne, 
Dread Azyoruea, where she sate involved 
la dai-kness as a tent, received, and dealt 
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To each the meaf^urc of his pQiiishment ; 

Till, in the central springs of fire, the Will 

Impure is purged away ; and the freed soul, 

Thus fitted to receive a second birth, 

Embodied once again, revisits Earth. 



But they whom Ealy's righteous voice absolved. 

And Yamen, viewing with benignant eye, 

Dismissed to seek their, heritage on high. 

How joyfully they leave this gloomy bourn, 

The dread sojourn 

Of Guilt and twin-born Punishment and Woe, 

And wild Remorse, here linked with worse 

Despair ! 

They to the eastern Gate rejoicing go : 

The Ship of Heaven awaits iLeir coming there ; 

And on they sail, greeting the blessed light 

Through realms of upper air, 

Bound for the Swerga once ; but now no more 

Their voyage rests upon that happy shore, 

Since Indra, by the dreadful Rajah's might 

Compelled, hath taken flight: 

On to the second World their way they wend. 

And there, in ti'embling hope, await the doubtful 



For still in them doth hope predominate, 
Faith's precious privilege, when higher Powers 
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Give way to fear in these portentous hours. 

Beliold the Wardens eight ! 

Each silent at his gate 

Expectant stands ; they turn their anidous eyes 

Within, and, listening to the dizzy din 

Of mutinous uproar, each in all his hands 

Holds all his weapons, ready, for the fight. 

For, hark ! what clamorous cries 

Upon Kehama, for deliverance, call ! 

" Come, Rajah ! " they exclmm ; '■ too long we 

In lorments. Come, Deliverer I yonder throne 

Awaits thee. Now, Kehama! Btyah, now! 

Earthly Almighty, wherefore tarriest thou?" 

Such were the sounds that rung, in wild uproar, 

O'er all the echoing vaults of Padalon ; 

And as the Asuras from the brazen floor, 

Struggling against their fetters, strove to rise, 

Their clashing chains were heard, and shrieks and 

With curses mixed, against the Fiends who urge. 
Fierce on their rebel limbs, the avenging scourge. 



These were the sounds, which, at the southei-i 

Gate, 

Assailed Ereenia's ear; alighting here, 

He laid before Neroodi's feet the Maid, 

Who, pale and cold with fear, 

Iluug on his neck, weli-nigh a lifeless weight. 
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7. 

"Who and what art thou?" cried the Guardian 

Power, 

Sight so unwoutod wondering to behold, — 

"O Son of Light! 

Who (.-omest here at this portentous hour, 

When Yamen's tiirone 

Trembles, and all our might can scarce keep down 

The rebel race from seizing Padalon, — 

Who and what art thou ? and what wild despair, 

Or wilder hope, from realms of upper air, 

Tempts thee to bear 

This mortal Maid to our forioru abodes ? 

Fitter for her, I ween, llie Swerga bowers. 

And sweet society of heavenly Powers, 

Than this, — a doleful scene. 

Even in securest hours. 

And whither would ye go ? 

Alas 1 can human or celestial ear 

Unmaddened hear 

The shrieks and yellings of infernal woe ? 

Can living flesh and blood 
Endure tie passage of tlie fiery flood?" 



" Lord of the Gate," replied the Glendoveer 
" We come obedient to the will of Fate ; 

And haply doomed to bring 

Hope and salvation to the Infernal King: 

For Siva sends us here ; 



II by Google 



Even He to whom futurity is known, 

The Holiest, hade us go to Yamen's throne. 

Thou seest my precious charge : 

Under thy care, secure from harm, I leave her. 

While I ascend to hear her Father down : 
Beneath the shelter of thine arm receive her ! " 



Then quoth he to the Maid, 

" Be of good cheer, my Kailyal 1 dearest dear, 

In feith subdue thy dread ; 

Anon I shall be here." So having said, 

Alofl, with vigorous bound, the Glendoveer 

Sprung in celestial might, 

And soaring up, in sp_iral circles, wound 

His indefatigable flight. 

10. 

But, as he lh«s deported, 

The Maid, who at Ncroodi's feet was lying. 

Like one entranced or dying. 

Recovering strength from sudden terror, started; 

And, gazing after hiiu, with straining sight 

And straining arms, she stood. 

As if in altitude 

To win him back from flight. 

Tea, she had shaped his name 

For utterance, to recall and bid him stay, 

Nor leave her thus alone : but virtuous shame 

Repressed the unbidden sounds upon their way ; 
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And, calling faith to aid, 
Even in this fearfol liour the piouB Maid 

Collected courage, till she seemed to be 

Caini and in hope ; such power hath piety. 

Before the Giant Keeper of the Gate 

She crossed her patient arms ; and at his feet, 

Prepared to meet 

The awful will of Fate with equal mind, 

She look her seat resigned. 



Even the stem trouhle of Neroodi's brow 
Eelaxed as he beheld the valiant Maid. 

Hope, long unfelt till now. 

Rose in bis heart reviving, and a smile 

Dawned in his brightening countenance, the while 

He gazed on her with wonder and delight. 

" The blessing of the Powers of Padalon, 

Virgin, be on thee ! " said the admiring God ; 

"And blessed be (he hour that gave thee birth, 

Daughter of Earth ! 

For thou to this forlorn abode hast brought 

Hope, who too long hath been a stranger here. 

And surely for no lamentable lot, 

Nature, that erreth not, 

To thee that heart of fortitude hath given, 

Those eyes of purity, that face of love : 

If thou beest not the inberctrix of Heaven, 

There is no truth above." 
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12. 

Thus as Neroodi spake, his brow severe 

Shone with an inward joy ; for sure he thought, 

When Siva sent so fair a creature here, 

In this momentous hour, 

Ere long the World's deliverance would be wrought, 

And Padalon escape the Eiyah's power. 

With pious mind, the Maid, in humble guise 

Inclined, received his blessing silently. 

And raised her grateful eyes 

A moment, (hen again 

Abased them at his presence. Hark ! on high 

The sound of coming wings ! — her anxious ears 

Have caught the distant sound. Ereenia brings 

His burden down ! Upstarting from her seat, 

How joyfully she rears 

Her eager head ! and scarce upon the ground 

Ladurlad's giddy feet their footing found, 

Wlietiwitlihertremblingarmssheclasped him round, 

No word of greeting, 

Nor olhcr sign of joy, at lliat strange meeting : 

Expectant of their fete. 

Silent, and hand in hand. 

Before the Infernal Gate, 

The Father and his pious Daughter stand, 

13. 

Then to Neroodi said the Glendoveer, 

"No Heaven-born Spirit e'er Imlh visited 

This region drear and dread, but I. the first 
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Who tread your World accurst. 

Lord of the Gate, to whom these realms are known, 

Direct our fated way to Yamen'a throne." 



" Bring forth my Chariot, Cannula ! " quoth then 

The Keeper of the way. 

It was the Car wherein, 

On Yamen's festal day, 

When all the Powere of Hell attend their King, 

Teaj'ly to Tameopur did he repair 

To pay hb homage there. 

Poised on a single wheel, it moved along. 

Instinct wifh motion ; by what wondrous skill 

Compact, no human tongue could tell, 

Nor human wit devise; but on that wheel, 

Moving or sljll. 

As if with hfe indued, 

The Car miraculous supported stood. 

15. 

Then Cwmala brought forth two mantles, white 

As the swan's breast, and bright as mountain snow, 

When from the wintry sky 

The sun, late rbing, shines upon the height. 

And rolhag vapors fill the vale below. 

Not without pain the unaccustomed sight 

That brightness could sustain ; 

For neither mortal stain. 
Nor parts corruptible, remain. 
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Nor aught that time could touch or force destroy, 

In that pure weh whereof the rabes were wrought; 

So long had it in tenfold flres been tried, 

And blanched, and to that brightness purified. 

"Apparelled thus, alone, 

Children of Earth," Neroodi cried, 

" In safety may ye pass to Tamen's throne ; 

Thus only can your living flesh and blood 

Endure the passage of the fiery flood. 

16. 

" Of other frame, Son of Heaven, art ihou ! 

Yet hast thou now to go 

Through regions which thy heavenly mould will try. 

Glories unutterably bright, I know. 

And beams intense of empyrean light. 

Thine eye divine can bear ; but fires of woe, 

The sight of torments, and the cry 

Of absolute despair, — 

Might not these things dismay thee on thy flight, 

And thy strong pennons flag and fail thee there? 

Trust not thy wings, celestial though thou art. 

Nor thy good heartj which horror might assail, 

And pity quail, — 

Pity, in these abodes of no avail ; 

But fake thy seat this mortal pair beside. 

And Carmala the infemai Car will guide. 

Go, and may happy end your way betide ! " 

So, as he spake, the self-moved Car rolled on ; 

And, lo ! they pass the Gate of Faddon. 
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XXIII. 

P A D A L O N. 

1. 

Whoe'er hath loveiJ, with venturous step, to tread 

The ehamhera dread 

Of some deep cave, and seen his taper's heam 

Lost in the arch of darkness overhead, 

And marked its gleam, 
Playing afar upon the sunless stream, 

"Where from their secret bed. 

And course unknown and inaecessible, 

The silent waters well, — 

Whoe'er liath liod such caves of endless night, 

He knows, when measuring hack the gloomy way. 

With what deiight refreshed, bis eye 

Perceives the shadow of the light of day, 

Through the far portal slanting, where it falls 

Dimly reflected on the watery walls ; 

How heavenly seems the sky ; 

And how, with quickened feet, he hastens up. 

Eager again to greet 

The living World and blessed sunshine there ; 

And drink, as from a cup 

Of joy, with thirsty lips, the open air. 

2. 

Far other light than that of day there shone 

Upon the travellers entering Padalon, 
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They, too, in darkness entered on their way ; 

But, far before the Car, 

A glow, as of a fiery furnace light, 

Filled all before them. 'Twas a light which made 

Darkness itself appear 

A thing of comfort ; and the sight, dismayed. 

Shrunk inward from the molten atmosphere. 

Their way was through the adamantine rock 

Which girt the World of Woe : on either side 

It3 massive walls arose, and overhead 

Arched the long passage. Onward as they ride. 

With stronger glare the light around them spread ; 

And, lo ! the re^ons dread, 

The World of Woe, hefore them, opening wide. 



There rolls the fiery flood, 

Girding the realms of Padalon around r 

A sea of flame it seemed to be, — 

Sea without hound ; 

For neither mortal nor immortal sight 

Could pierce across through that Intenscst light. 

A single rib of steel, 

Keen as the edge of keenest cimeter. 

Spanned this wide gulf of Are. The infernal Car 

Eolled to the Gulf, and, on its single wheel 

Self-balanced, rose upon that edge of steel. 

Red-quivering float the vapors overhead ; 

The fiery Gulf, beneath them spread, 

Tosses its billowing blaze with rush and roar: 
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Steady and swift the self-moved Cliariot went, 

Winning tlie long ascent; 

Tlieii, downward rolling, gains the ferther shore. 



But, oh ! what sounds and sights of woe. 

What sights and sounds of fear, 

Assail the mortal traTellers here ! 

Their way was on a causey straight and wide, 

Where peual vaults on either side were seen. 

Ranged hke the ceUs wherein 

Those wondrous winged alchemists infold 

Their stores of liquid gold. 

Thick walls of adamant divide 

The dungeons ; and, from yonder circling flood, 

Oif-streams of fire through secret channels ghdc, 

And wind among them, and in each provide 

An everlasting food 
Of rightful torments for the accursed brood. 



These were the rebel race, who, in their might 
Confiding impiously, would fain have driven 
The Deities supreme from highest Heaven ; 
But by the Suraa, in celestial fight. 
Opposed and put to flight, 
Here, in their penal dens, the accursed crew. 

Not for its crime, but for its failure, rue 

Their wild ambition. Tet again they long 

The contest to renew, 
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And wield their anus again in happier hour ; 

And with uiiit«d power, 

Following Kehama's triumph, Co press on 

From World to World, and Heaven to Heaven, and 

Sphere 

To Sphere, till Heraakoot shall be their own, 

And Meru Mount, and Indra's Swerga-Bowers, 

And Brama's region, where the heavenly Hours 

Weave the vast circle of his age-long day. 

Even over Vishnu's empyreal seat 

They trust the R^ah shall extend their sway ; 

And that the seven-headed Snake, whereon 

The strong Preserver sets his conquering feet, 

Will rise, and shake him headlong from his throne. 

When, in their irresistible array, 

Amid the Milky Sea they force their way. 

Even higher yet their frantic thoughts aspire ; 

Tea, on their beds of torment as (hey he, 

The highest, holiest Siva they defy. 

And tell him they shall have anon their day, 

When they will storm his realm, and seize Mount 

Calasay. 



Such impious hopes torment 
Their raging hearts, impious and impotent ; 

And now, with unendurable desire 

And lust of vengeance, that, like inward lire. 

Doth aggravate their punishment, they rave 

Upon Kehama.; him the accur-ed iflut 
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Acclaim ; with furious cries and maddening shout 

They call on him to save : 

" Kehama ! " they exclaim ; 

Thundering the dreadful echo rolls about, 

And Hell's whole vault repeats Kehama's name. 

7. 

Over these dens of punishment, the host 

Of Padalon mainlain eternal guard, 

Keeping upon the walls their vigilant ward. 

At every angle stood 

A watch-tower, the decurion Demon's post. 

Where, raised on high, he viewed with sleepless eye 

His truat, that all was well. And over these, — 

Such was the perfect diseipline of Hell, — 

Captains of Mies and of hundreds held 

Authority, each in his loftier tower ; 

And chiefs of legions over them had power ; 

And thus all Hell with towers was girt around. 

Aloft the brazen turrets shone 

In the red light of Padalon ; 

And on the walls between. 

Dark moving, the infernal Guards were eeen, — 

Gigantic Demons, padng to and fro ; 

Who ever and anon, 

Spreading their crimson pennons, plunged below, 

Faster to rivet down the Asuras' chains, 

And, with tbe snaky scoui^e and fiercer pwns. 

Repress their rage rebellious. I-oud around, 

In mingled sound, the echoing lash, the clash 
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Of chains, the ponderous hammer's iron stroke, 

With exeeralions, groans, and shrieks and cries, 

Combined in one wild dissonance, arise ; 

And through the din there broke. 

Like thunder heard through all the wan'ing winds, 

The dreadful name. " Kehama," still they rave, 

" Hasten and save ! 

Now, now. Deliverer ! now, Kehama, now ! 

Earthly Ahnighty, wherefore tarriest thou ? " 



Oh ! if that name abhorred. 

Thus uttered, could well-nigh 

Dismay the Powers of Hell, and daunt their Lord, 

How fearfully to Kailyal's car it came ! 

She, as ihe Car rolled on its rapid way, 

Bent down her head, and closed her eyes for dread ; 

And deafening, with strong effort from within, 

Her ears against the din, 

Covered and pressed them close with both her hands. 

Sure, if the mortal Maiden had not fed 

On heavenly food, and long been strengthened 

With heavenly converse for such end vouchsafed. 

Her human heart had foiled, and she had died 

Beneath the horrors of this awftil hour. 

But Heaven supplied a power 

Beyond her earthly nature, to the measure 

Of need infiising strength ; 

And Fate, whose secret and unerring pleasure 

Appointed all, decreed 
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An ample meed and recompense at length. 

High-fated Maid, the righteous hour is nigh ! 

The all-embracing Eye 

Of Retribution still beholdelh thee ; 

Bear onward to the end, O Msud I coiirageonsiy. 



On rolled the Car; and, lo! afar 
Upon its height the towers of Tamenpur 

Rise on the astonished sight. 

Behold the Infernal City, Yaraen's seat 

Of empire, in the midst of Padalon, 

Where the eight causeys meet ! 

There, on a rock of adamant, it stood, 

Resplendent far and wide. 

Itself of solid diamond edified, 

And all around it rolled the fiery flood. 

Eight bridges arched the stream ; huge piles of brass 

Magnificent, such structures as beseem 

The Seat and Capital of such great Grod, 

Worthy of Tamen's own august abode. 

A brazen tower and gateway at each end 

Of each was raised, where Giant Wardens stood, 

Stationed in arms the passage lo defend. 

That never foe nught cross the fiery flood. 

10. 

Oh, wliat a gorgeous sight it was to see 

The Diamond City blazing on its height. 

With more than mid-sun splendor, by the light 
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Of its own fiery river ! — 
Its towers and domea and pinnacles and spires, 
Turrets aad batUements, that flash and quiver 
Through the red, restless atmosphere for ever ; 
And, hovering overhead, 
The smoke and vapors of all Padalon, 
Fit firmameut for such a world, were spread, 
Wilh surge and swell and everlasting motion, 
Heaving tmd opening like tumultuous ocean. 



Kor were theie wantmg tliere 

Such glories At, bespemed ^uch region well ; 

For though with our blue heaven and genial air 

The farmament of Hell might not compare. 

As little might our earthly tempests vie 

With the dread storms of that infernal sky. 

Whose clouds of all metallic elements 

Sublimed were full For, when its thunder broke, 

Not all the united World's artillery. 

In one dischai^e, could equal that loud stroke ; 

And though the Diamond Towers and Battlements 

Stood firm upon their adamantine rock, 

Tet, while it volleyed round the vault of HeU, 

Earth's solid arch was shaken wilh the shock. 

And Cities in one mighty ruin fell. 

Through the red sky terrific meteors scour ; 

Huge stones come haihng down ; or sulphur-shower, 

Floating amid the lurid air like snow, 

Kindles in its descent. 
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Aod with blue fire-drops rains on all below. 

At times the wbole supernal element, 

Igniting, burst in one vast sheet of flame, 

And roared as with the sound 
Of rushing winds, above, below, around ; 
Anon the flame was spent, and overhead 
A heavy cloud of moving darkness spread. 

12. 

Straight to the brazen bridge and gate 

The self-moved Chariot bears ita mortal load. 

At sight of Carmala, 

On either side the Giant Guards divide, 

And give the Chariot way. 

Up yonder windmg road it rolls along. 

Swift as the bittern soars on spiral wing; 

And, lo, the Palace of the Infernal King ! 



Two forms inseparable in unity 

Hath Yamen ; even as with hope or fear 

The Soul regardeth him doth be appear ; 

For hope and fear, 

At that dread hour, from ominous conscience spring, 

And err not in their bodlngs. Therefore some. 

They who polluted with offences come. 

Behold him as the King 

Of Terrors, black of aspect, red of eye. 

Reflecting back upon the sinful mind, 

Heightened with vengeance and with wrath divine, 
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Its own inborn deformity. 

But, to the righteous Spirit, how benign 

His awful countenance, 

Where, tempering justice with parental love, 

G«odneas, and heavenly grace. 

And sweetest mercj, shine ! Yet is he still 

Himself the same, — one form, one face, one will ; 

And cheae hia twofold aspects are but one ; 

And change is none 

111 him, for change in Yamen could not be : 

Th<* Immutable is he. 



He sale upon a marble sepulchre. 

Massive and huge, where, at the Monarch's feet. 

The righteous Baly had his Judgment-seat. 

A Golden Throne before them vacant stood ; 

Three human forms sustained its ponderous weight, 

Witt lifted hands outspcead, and shoulders bowed 

Bending beneath the load, 

A fourth was wanting. They were of the hue 

Of coals of fire ; yet were they flesh and blood. 

And living breath they drew ; 

And their red eyeballs rolled with ghastly stare, 

As thus, for their misdeeds, they stood tormented 



On steps of gold those living Statues stood. 
Who bore the Golden Throne. A clood behind 
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Immovalile was spread ; not all the liglit 
Of all the flames and fires of FadaloD 

Could pierce its deptt of night. 

There Azyoruca veiled her awful form 

In those eternal shadows ; there she sate, 

And as the trembling Souls, who crowd around 

The Judgment-seat, receive the doom of fate, 

Her giant arras, extending from the cloud, 

Drew them within the darkness. Moving out 

To grasp and bear away the innumerous rout. 

For ever and for ever thus were seen 

The thousand mighty arms of that dread Queen. 



Here, issuing from the Car, the Glendoveer 

Did homage to the God, then raised his head. 

" Suppliants we come," he said ; 

"I need not tell thee by what wrongs oppressed, 

For nought can pass on earth to thee unknown ; 

Sufferers from tyranny, we seek for rest. 

And Siva bade us go to Yametfs throne ; 

Here, he hath said, all wrongs shall be redressed." 

Yamen replied, " Even now the hour draws near. 

When Fate its hidden ways will manifest. 

Not for light purpose would the Wisest send 

Hia suppliants here, when we, in doubt and fear, 

The awful issue of (he hour attend : 

Wait ye in patience and in faith the end ! " 



II by Google 



xxrv, 

THE AMREETA. 

I. 

So spake the King of Fadalon ; when, lol 

The voice of lamentation ceased in Hell, 

And sudden silence all around them fell, — 

Silence more wild and terrible 

Than all the infernal dissonance before. 

Through that portentous stillness, far away, 

Unwontetl sounds were heard, advancing on, 

And deepening on their way ; 

For now the inexorable hour 

Was come, and in the fiiiness of his power, 

Kow that the dreadfiil rites had all been done, 

Kehama from the Swerga hastened down 

To seize upon the throne of Padalon, 



He came in all his might and majesty. 

With all his terrors clad, and all his pride; 

And by the attribute of Deity, 

Which he had won from Heaven, self-multiplied, 

The Almighty Man appeared on every side. 

In the same indivisible point of time, 
At the eight Gates he stood at once, and beat 
The Warden-Goils of Hell beneath his feet ; 
Then, in his brazen Cars of triumph, straight. 
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At the same momenl, drove through every gate. 

By Aullays, hugest of created kind, 

Fiercest, and fleeter than the viewless wind. 

His Cars were drawn, — ten yokes of ten abreast : 

What less sufficed for such almighty weight ? 

Eight bridges from the fiery flood arose. 

Growing before his way ; and on he goea, 

And drives the thundering Chariot-wheels along, 

At once o'er all the roada of Padalon. 



3. 

Silent aad motionless remain 

The Asuras on their bed of pmn, 

Waiting, with breathless hope, the great event. 

All Hell was hushed in dread, 

Such awe that omnipresent coming spread ; 

Nor had its voice been heard, though all its rout 

Innumerable had lifted up one shout; 

Nor, if the infernal firmament 

Had in one unimaginable hurst 

Spent its collected thunders, had the sound 

Been audible, such louder terrors w-ent 

Before his forms substantial. Round about, 

The presence scattered lightnings far and wide, 

That quenched on every side. 

With their intensest blaze, the feebler fire 

Of Padalon, even as the stars go out, 

When, with prodigious light. 

Some blazing meteor fills the astonished night. 
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4. 

The Diamond City shakes ! 

The adamantine Rock 

Is loosened with the shock ! 

From its foundation moved, it heaves and quakes ; 

The brazen portals, cnimbUng, fall to dust; 

Prone fall the Giant Guards, 

Beneath the AuUays crushed ; 

On, on, through Yamenpur, their thundering feet 

Speed from all points to Yamen's Judgment-seat. 

And, lo! where multiplied, 

Behind, before him, and on every side, 

Wielding all weapons in his countless hands. 

Around the Lord of Hell Kebama stands ! 

Then, loo, the Lord of HeU put forth his might : 

Thick darkness, blacker than the blackest night, 

Kose from their wrath, and veUed 

The unutterable JigliL 

The power of Fate and Sacrifice prevailed, 

And soon the strife was done. 

Then did the Man-God re-assume 

His unity, absorbing into one 

The consubstantiate shapes ; and, as the gloom 

Opened, fidlen Taraen on the ground was seen. 

His neck beneath the conquering Eajah's feet, 

Who on the marble tomb 

Had his triumphal seat. 

5. 
Silent the Man-Almighty sate ; a smile 
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Gleamed on his dreadful lips, the while, 

Dallying with power, he paused from following up 

His conquest, as a man in social hour 

Sips of the grateful cup, 

Again and yet again, with curious taste, 

Searching its suhtile flavor ere he drink ; 

Even so Kehama now forbore his haste, 

Having within his reach whate'er he sought 

On his own haughty power he seemed to muse. 

Pampering bis arrogant heart with silent thought. 

Before him stctod the Golden Throne in sight, 

Right opposil« ; he could not choose but see. 

Nor, seeing, choose but wonder, " Who are ye 

Who bear the Golden Throne tormented there?" 

He cried; "for whom doth Destiny prepare 
The Imperial Seat ? and why are ye but Three ? " 

fi. 

I of the Children of Mankind was first, 

Me miserable ! who, adding store to store, 

Heaped up superfluous wealth; and now, accurst. 

For ever I the frantic crime deplore. 



I, o'er my Brethren of Mankind the first 

Usurping power, set up a throne sublime, 

A King and Conqueror; therefore, thus accuri 

For ever I in vain repent the crime. 
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I on (he Children of Mankind the first, 

In God'a most holy name, imposed a tale 

Of impious felsehood ; therefore, thus accurst, 

For ever I in vain the crime bewail. 



" Even as Ihoa here beholdest us, 

Here we have stood, tormented thus. 

Such countless ages, that they seem to be 

Long as eternity ; 

And still we are but Three. 

A Fourth will come to share 

Our pain, at yonder vacant corner bear 

His portion of the burden, and complete 

The Golden Throne for Tamen's Judgment-seat, 

Thus hath it been appointed : he must he 

Equal in guilt to us, the guilty Three. 

Kehama, come ! loo long we wait for thee ! " 



Thereat, with one accord, 

The Three took up the word, like choral siong, 

" Come. Rajah ! Man-God ! Earth's Almighty Lord 

Kehama, come ! we wait for thee too long." 



A short and sudden laugh of wondering pride 

Burst from him in his triumph : to reply 
Scornful he deigned not ; but with altered eye, 
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Wherein some doubtful meaning seemed to lie, 

He turned to Kailyal. "Maiden," thus he cried, 

" I need not bid thee see 

How vain it is to strive with Fate's decree. 

When hither thou hast fled to fly from rae. 

And, lo ! even here thou find'st me at thy side. 

Mine thou must be, heing doomed with me to share 

The Amveeta Cup of immortality ; 

Tea, by Myself I swear. 

It hath been thus appointed. Joyfully 

Join then thy hand and heart and will with mine. 

Nor at such glorious destiny repine, 
Nor in thy folly more provoke my wrath divine." 

10. 
She answered, " I have said. It must not be! 

Almighty as tliou art. 

Thou hast pat all things underneath thy feet; 

But still the resolute heart 

And virtuous will are free. 

Never, oh ! never, never, can there be 

Communion, Eajah, between thee and me ! " 

11. 

" Once more," quoth he, " I urge, and once alone. 

Thou seest yon Golden Throne, 

Where I anon shall set tbee by my side ; 

Take thou thy seat thereon, 

Kchama's willing bride. 

And I will place the Kingdoms of the World 
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Beneath thy Father's feet, 

Appointing him the King of mortal men : 

Else underneath that Throne, 

The Fourth supporter, he shall stand and groan : 

Prayers will be vain to move my mercy tLen." 



Again the Virgin answered, " I have said ! " 

Ladurlad caught her in his proud embrace, 

While on his neck she hid 

In agony her fece. 



" Bring forth the Amreela Cup ! " Kehama cried 

To Yamen, rising sternly in his pride, 

" It is within the Marble Sepulchre," 

The vanquished Lord of Padalon repliefl ; 

" Bid it be opened." — " Give thy treasure up ! " 

Exclaimed the Man-Almighty to the Tomb, 

And at his voice and look 

The masay iabric shook, and opened wide. 

A huge Anatomy was seen recliaet! 

Within its marble womb. " Give me the Cup ! " 

Again Kehama cried : no other charm 

Was needed than that voice of stem command. 

From Ins repose the ghastly form arose, 

Put forth his bony and gigantic arm. 

And gave the Amreeta to the Rajah's hand. 

"Take, drink!" with accents dread the Spectre 
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" For thee and Kailjal hath it heen assigned, 
Te only of the Children of Mankind." 

14. 

Then was the Man-Ahnight/s heart elate : 

" This is the consumination ! " he exclaimed ; 

" Thus have I triumphed over Death and Fate. 

Now, Siva, look to thine abode ! 

Henceforth, on equal footing we engage. 

Alike immortal now ; and we shall wage 

Our warfiire, Gtod to Giod ! " 

Joy filled his impious soul, 

And to his lips he raised the fatal bowl. 

15. 

Thus long tLc Glendoveer had stood 

Watching the wonders of the eventful hour, 

Amazed, but undismayed ; for in his heart 

Faith, overcoming fear, maintained its power. 

Nor had that f^th abated, when the God 

Of Padalon was beaten down in fight ; 

For then he looked to see the heavenly might 

Of Siva break upon them. But, when now 

He saw the Amreeta in Kehama'a hand. 

An impulse which defied al! self-command 

In that extremity 

Stung him, and he resolved to seize the cup, 

And dare the Eajah's force in Siva's sight. 

Forward lie sprung to tempt the unequal fray, 

When, lo ! the Anatomy, 



II by Google 



With warning arm, withstood his desperate way ; 
And from the Golden Throne the Fiery Three 

Again, in one accord, renewed their song, 
" Kehama, come ! we wait for thee too long," 



fool of drunken hope and frantic vice ! 

Madman ! to seek for power heyond thy scope 

Of knowledge, and to deem 

Less than Omniscience could suffice 

To wield Omnipotence! fool, to dream 

That immortality could he 

The meed of evil ! — yea, thou hast it now, 

Vietim of thine own wicked heart's device ; 

Thou hast thine object now, and now must pay Ihe 

17. 

He did not know the holy mystery 

Of that divinest cup, that as the lips 

Which touch it, even such its quality, 

Grood or malignant. Madman ! and he thinks 

The blessed prize is won, and joyfully he drinks. 



Then Siva opened on the Accursed One 

His Eye of Anger : upon him alone 

The wrath-beam fell. He shudders, -— but too lali 

The deed is done ; 

The dreadful hquor works the will of Fate. 
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Immortal he would be, 
Immortal he is made : but through his veina 

Torture at once and immortality, 
A stream of poison doth the Amreeta run ; 
And, while within the burning anguish flows, 

His outward body glows, 

Like molten ore, beneath the avenging Eye, 

Doomed thus to live and bum eternally. 

19. 

The Fiei7 Three, 

Beholding him, set up a fiendish cry, 

A song of jubilee! 

" Come, Brother, come ! " they sung ; " too long 

Have we expected thee ; 

Henceforth we bear no more 

The unequal weight. Come, Brother, we are Four ! " 



Vaia lus almightiness : for mightier pain 

Subdued all power ; paia ruled supreme alone ; 

And, yielding to the bony hand 

The unemptied cup, he moved toward the Throne, 

And at the vacant comer took his stand. 

Behold the Golden Throne at length complete ! 

And Tamen silently ascends the Judgment-seat 



For two alone, of all mankind, to n 
The Amreeta Cup was given," 
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Then said the Anatomy r 

" The Man hath drunk ; the Woman's turn is next. 

Come, Eailyal, come, receive thy doom, 

And do the Will of Heaven I " 

Wonder and Fear and Awe at once perplexed 

The mortal Maiden's heart ; but, over all, 

Hope rose triumphant. With a trembling hand, 

Obedient to his call, 

She look the fated Cup ; and lifting up 

Her eyes, where holy tears began to swell, 

" Is it not your command, 

Ye Heavenly Powers ? " as on her knees she fell, 

The pious Virgin cried : 

" Ye know my innocent will, my heart sincere ; 

Ye govern all things still. 

And wherefore should I fear ? " 

22. 

She said, and drank. The Eye of Mercy beamed 

Upon the Maid ; a cloud of fragrance steamed 

Like incense-smoke as all her mortal frame 

Dissolved beneath the potent agency 

Of that mysterious draught; such quality 

From her pure touch the fated Cup partook. 

Like one entranced she knelt. 

Feeling her body melt 

Till all but what was heavenly passed away : 

Yet still she felt 
Her Spirit strong within her, the same heart, 
With the same loves, and all her heavenly part 
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Unchanged, and ripened to such perfect state 

In thia miraculous birth, as here, on Earth, 

Dimly our holiest hopes anticipate. 

23. 

■'Mine! mine!" with rapturous joy Ereenia w'icd; 

•' Immortal now, and yet not more divine ; 

Mine, mine, — for ever nniue ! " 

The immortal Maid replied, 

" For ever, ever, thine ! " 

24. 

Then Yamen said, " thou to whom by Fate, 

Alone of all mankind, this lot is given, 

Daughter of Earth, but now the Child of Heaven ! 

Go with thy heavenly Mate, 

Partaker now of his immortal bliss ; 

Go to the Swerga-Bowera, 

And there recall the hours 

Of endless happiness," 



But that sweet Angel, — for she stall retained 

Her human loves and human piety, — 

As if reluctant at the God's commands. 

Lingered, with anxious eye 

Upon her Father fixed, and spread her handi^ 

Toward Iiim wistfully. 
" Go ! " Yamen said, '' nor uaat that look behind 
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Upon Ladurlad at this parting hour, 
For thou Shalt find him in thy Mother's Bower." 

26. 

The Car — for Carmala his word obeyed — 

Moved on, and bore away the Maid ; 

While from the Gioiden Throne (he Lord of Death 

With love benignant on Ladurlad smiled, 

And gently on his head his blessing laid. 

As sweetly as a Child, 

Whom neither thought disturbs nor care encumbers, 

Tired with long play at close of summer-day, 

Lies down and slumbers ; 

Even thus, as sweet a boon of sleep partaking, 

By Yamen blest, Ladurlad sunk to rest. 

Blessed that sleep ! more blessed was the waking ! 

For on that night a heavenly morning broke : 

The light of heaven was round him when he woke ; 

And in the Swerga, in Yedillian's Bower, 

All whom he loved he met, to part no more. 
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NOTKS TO THE CURSE OF KEHAMA. 



Gihals die toat her teat. — 1. 10, p. 18. 
" She," says Beniier, " whom I saw burn herself, when I 
parted from Sural to travel into Persia, in the presence of 
Monsieur Chardin of Paris, and of many English and Dutcb, 
was of a middle aga, and not unhaodaome. To represent 
unto jou the undaunted cheerfulness that appeared in hec 
countenance; the resolution with which she marched, washed 
herself, spoka to the people; the confidence with which she 
looked upon us, viewed her httle cabin, made up of very dry 
miUet-straw and small wood, went into tliis cabin, and sat 
down upon the pile, and took her husband's head int« her lap, 
and a torch into her own hand, and kindled the cabin, whilst 
I know not how many Bramins ware busy in kindling the 
fire round about; — to represent to you, I say, all this as it 
ought, is not possible for me 1 lean at present scarce believe 
it myself, tliougli it be but a few days since I saw it." 

They strip Iter omamenta amay. — 1. 11, p. 19. 
" Sha went out again to the river, and, taking up some water 
in her hands, muttered some prayers, and offered it to the sun. 
Allheromameots were then taken from her; and her armleta 
were broken, and chaplets of white flowers were put upon her 
neck and hands. Her hair was tucked up with live combs ; 
and her forehead was marked with clay in tlie same manner 
as that of her husband." — Slavormm. 
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" When tha tima for consnmmatmg the mamiige is come, 
they light the fire Homan with the wood of Rayasiton. The 
Bramin blesses the former! which being dona, tlie bridegroom 
taltes three handfuls of rice, and throws it on the bride'shead, 
who does the same to hun. Ailerwards the bride's father 
clothes her in a dress acoording to his condition, and washes 
the biidegroom's feet; tha bride's mother observing to pour 
out tha water. This baing done, the lather puts his daughter's 
hand in his own, puts water into it, some piecas of money, 
and, giving it to the bridegroom, says at the same time, 'I 
hRve no longer any thing to do with you, and I give you up to 
the power of another.' The tali, which is a ribbon with a. 
golden head hanging at it, ia held ready ; and, being shown to 



a company, soma prayers a 



ouQcedj 



after which the bridegroom talies it, and hangs it about the 
bride's neck. This knot is what particularly secures his pos- 
session of her; for, before he had had the tali on, all tha rest 
of the ceremonies might have been made to no purpose; for 
it has sometimes happened, that, when the bridegroom was 
going to fix it on, the bride's father has disooyered his not 
being saKsfled with the bridegroom's gift, when another, offer- 
ing more, has carried off the bride with her faliier's consent. 
But, whan once the taU is put on, the marriage is indissoluble ; 
and, whenever the husband dies, the tali is burnt along with 
him, to show that the marriage bands are broke. Besides 
these particular ceremonies, the people have noUoe of the 
wedding by a pandai, which is raised before the bride's door 
some days before. The whole concludes with an entertain- 
ment which tha bride's father gives to the common friends; 
and during this festivity, which continnes five days, alma are 
given to the poor, and the fire Homan is kept in. The seventh 
day, the new-married couple set out for the bridegroom's 
house, whither they fre<[nently go by torchlight. The bride 
and liridegroom are carried in a sedan, pass throngh the chief 
streets of the city, and are accompanied by their friends, who 
are either on horseback or mounted on elephants." — A. Soger. 
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They force ier on, Aey Und Ur to the dead. — 1. 12, p. IB. 

" 'TiB true," aaya Bemier, " that I bave seen sorao uf them, 
which, at the sight of the pila and the fira, appeared lo have 
some apprehension, and that perhaps would have gone back. 
ThoM demons the Bramins, that are there with their great 
Bticlis, astonish them, aad hearten them np, or even thmst 
them in ; as I have seen it done to a young woman, that re- 
treated five or six paces from the pile; and to another, that 
was raucli diBtnrbed when she flaw the fire take liold of her 
clotlies, these executioners thrusting her in with their long 

" At Lahore, 1 saw a very handsome and a very young woman 
burnt; I believe she was not above twelve years of age. This 
poor unhappy creature appeared ratier dead than alive when 
she came near the pile: she shoolt, and wept bitterly. Mean- 
together with an old hag that held her nnder the arm, thrust 
her on, and made her sit down upon the wood; and, lest she 
should run away, they tied her legs and hands; and so they 
burnt her ahve. I had enough to do to contain myself for 
indignation." 

Pielto della Valle convened with a widow who was about 
to burn herself by her own choice. She told him, that, gene- 
rally spealdng, women were not forced to burn themselves; 
but sometimes, among people of rank, when a young woman, 
who was handsome, was left a widow, and in danger of marry- 
ing again (which is never practifled among them, because of 
the confusion and disgrace which are inseparable from such a, 
thhig), or of falling into other irregularities, then mdeed the 
relations of the hnsband, if they are at a]l tenacious of 
the honor of the family, compel her to bum herself, whether 
she likes it or no, merely to prevent the inconveniences which 
might take place. 

Dellon also, whom I consider as one of the best travellers 
in the East, expressly asserts tlial widows are burnt there 
"de gr^, ou de force. L'on n'en voit que trop qui apr6s avoir 
difiri et demand* la mort aveo un courage intrfipida, et aprfes 
avou- obtenu et ach«^ la permission de se brftler, out trembl* i 



II by Google 



224 S0UTHET3 P EMS 

la vuB du Ducher so sont pe m trpladd ut 

imprndeDCe et ont tail d' u ff rts p tr Mr. 

Mail lorsque cela arrive b n q B mi eat 

t uch^daacunuiit ^ ilsl a u m n aJli nr a^es, 

et les brOlant pir force sans ir on *g d it u p aou BS, 
ni k leure eris." — Tom. i. p. 188. 

It would be easy to multiply authorities upon this point. 
Let it suffice to mention one important historical fact: When 
the great Alboquerque had established himself at Qoa, he for- 
bade these Hcciireed sacrifices. The women extolled him for it 
DB their benefactor and deliverer (" Commentarios de Alb." 
ii. 20); and no European in India was ever so popular, or so 
revered by the natives. Yet, if ive are to believe the anti- 
missiunanes no e but fools, fanatics, and pretenders to hii- 
manity would wi h to deprive the Hindoo women of the right 
of bui;ti ng tbem e ves It may tm usefal," says Col. Mark 
Wiiks to exa ne tl e reasonableness of interfering \vith 
tbe mo ex eptionable of all their mstitutions. It has been 
thought ai abom nat o lot to be tolerated, that a widow 
should mmolate herself on the (iineral pile of her deceased 
husband, b t what judgment shonld we form of the Hmdoo 
who (if any of onr institnOons admitted the parallel) should 
forcibly pretend to stand between a Christian and the hope of 
etemal salvation? And shall we not hold him to be a driveller 
in politics and morals, a, fanatic in religion, and a pretender in 
humanity, who would forcibly wrest this hope from the Hindoo 
widow? " — ffisi. SfteiiJes o/ (Ae SoKlft o/ Aufio, ™l. i. p. 499. 

Such opinions and such language may safely be left to the 
indignation and pity which they cannot fail to excite. I shall 
only express my astoniEhment, that any tiling so monstrona 
and so miserably futile should have proceeded from a man of 
learning, great good sense, and general good feelings, as CoL 
Willis evidently appears to be. 

One drops, — amakerplmigei in. — 1. 14, p. 30. 

When Bernier was passing from Amad-Avad to Agra, there 

came news to him in a borough, where the caravan rested 

under the shade (staying for the cool of the evening to march 

on their journey), that a woman was then upon the point of 
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bnming herself with the body of her husband. " I presently 
rose," says he, " and ran to the place where It was to be done, 
which W8S a great pit, with ft pile of mood cMsed in it; where- 
on I saw laid a dead corpse, and a woman, which, ftt it distaoce, 
scBmcd to me pretty fair, sitting near it on the sama pile, 
besides fonr or tive Braniins putting the lire to it from all 
aides; five women of a middle age, and well enougli dressed, 
holding one another by the hand, and dancing about the pit, 
and a great crowd of people, men and women, looking on. 
The pile of wood was presently all on fire, because store of oil 
Rud butter had been thrown upon it; and 1 sftw at the same 
time, throngh the flames, that the fire t«uk hold of the clothes 
of the woman, that were imbued with well-scented oils, min- 
gled with powder of sandal and safiVon. All this I saw, but 
observed not that the woman was at all distnrbed ; yea, it was 
said that she had been heard Co pronounce, with great force, 
these two words, ' five, two,' to signify, according to the opi- 
nion of those that hold the soul's transmigration, that this was 
the .^/tt time she had burnt herself with the same husband, 
and that there remained but two more for perfection ; as if she 
bad that lime this remembrance, or some prophetical spirit. 
But here ended not this infernal tragedy; I thought it was 
only by way of ceremony that these five woman sung aud 
danced about the pili but I was altogether surprised when I 
saw that, the flame having taken hoid of the clothes of one of 
them, she cast herself, with her head foremost, mto the pit, 
ftnd that after her, another, being ovarooma by the flame and 
the smoke, did the like; and my astonishment redoubled after- 
wards, when I saw that the remaining three took one another 
agiun by the hand, continued their dance without any apparent 
fear, and that at length they precipitated themselves, one after 
another, into the fire, as their companions had done. I learnt 
that these had been five slaves, who, having seen their mistress 
extremely afflicted at the sickness of her husband, and heard 
her promise him that she would not survive him, but burn 
herself with him, were so touched with compassion and ten- 
derness towards this theu- mistress, that they engaged them- 
selves in a promise to follow her in her resolution, aud to bura 
themselves with her." 
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This excellent traveller relates an extraordinary ciroum- 
stance which ocoorred at one of these sacrifices. " A woman 
was ei^ged in some love-intrigues with a young Mahomme- 
dan, her ne^hbor, who was a tailor, and could play finely upon 
the tabor. This woman, in the hopes she had of marrying 
this young man, poisoned her husband, and presently came 
away to tell the tailor that it was time to be gone together, as 
they had projeofed, or else she should be obliged to bum hei^ 
self. The young man, fenring last he might be entangled in a 
mischiovoua business, flatly ret\ised her. The woman, not at 
all surprised at it, went to her relations, and advertised thera 
of the sudden death of her husband, and openly protested that 
she would not snrviva him, but hum hetsalf with him. Her 
kindred, well satisfied with so generous a resolution, and the 
great honor she did to the whole family, presently had a pit 
made and filled wiUi wood, exposing the corpse upon it, and 
khidliiig the fire. All being prepared, the woman goes to em- 
brace and bid farewell to aU her kmdred that were there about 
the pit ; among whom was also the t^lor, who had been invited 
to play npon the tabor that day, with many others of that 
sort oi" men, according t« the custom of the country. ITiis 
fury of a woman, being also come to this young man, made 
sign as if she would bid him fiirewell with the rest ; but, 
instead of gently embracing him, she taketh him with all her 
force about his collar, pulls him to the pit, and tumblelli him, 
together with herself, mto the ditch, where they both were 
scon despatched," 

" The Hindoos sometimes erect a chapel on the spot where 
one of these sacrifices has been performed, both on account of 
the soul of the deceased, and as a trophy of her virtue. I 
remember to have seen one of these places, where the spot on 
which the funeral pile had been erected was enclosed and 
covered with bamboos, formed into a kind of bower, planted 
with flowering creepers. The hiside was set round with flowers ; 
and at one end there was an image." — Ooio/urrf. 

"Some of the Yogees, who smear themselves with ashes, 
use none but what they collect fi:om funeral piles, — human 
ashes I " — Pie(n) rfeHo Faiie. 

From a late investigation, it appears Hint the number of 
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women who BHcrifica themselves within thirty miles round 
Calcntla every year, is, on an average, upwards of two hun- 
dred. The Pundits have akaady been called on to prodnee 
the sanction of their Sliaslats for this custom. The passages 
eihibited ara vagne and general in their meaning, and differ- 
entJy interpreted by the same castes. Some sacred verses 
commend the practice, but none command it ; and the Pundits 
refer once more to ctalom. They have, however, intimated, 
that if government will pass a regulation, amercing by fine 
every Bramin who attends a burning, or every Zemindar who 
pennits him to attend it, the pracKce cannot possibly long 
oontJnue ; for that the ceremony, nnsanctifled by the presence 
of the priests, will lose its dignity and consequence in the 
eyes of the people. 

"The civilized world may expect soon to hear of the abo- 
lition of this opprobrium of a. Christian administration, the 
female sacrifice ; which has subsisted, to our certain knowledge, 
since the time of Alexander the Great." — CiouA'itt Bucftanon. 

This practice, however, was manifestly unknown when the 
Institntes of Menu were written. Instructions are there given 
for the conduct of a widow: "Let her," it is said, "emaciate 
her body, by living voluntarily on pure fioweis, roots, and 
flTiit; but let her not, when her lord is deceased, even pro- 
nounce the name of another man. Let her continue, till death, 
fbr^ving all injuries, performing harsh dnOes, avoiding every 
flcneual pleasure, and cheeifiilly practising the Incomparable 
rules of virtue, which have been followed by such women as 
were devoted to one only husband. Many thousands of Era- 
mans, having avoided sensuality from their early youth, and 
having left no issue in their families, have ascended neverthe- 
less to heaven; and, like those abstemious men, a virtuous 
■wife ascends to heaven, though she have no child, if; after the 
decease of her lord, she devote herself to pious austerity ; hut a 
widow, who, from a wish to bear children, sli^ts her deceased 
husband by marrying again, brings disgrace on herself here 
below, and shall be escluded from the seat of her lord." — 
Ant of Mam, ch. V, 157-61. 

Second marriages were permitted to men.— Ibid. 187-9. 
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io, Arvoiin ajjpenj-s / — II. 1, p. 21. 
" Many boliere that some souls are sent buck to the spot 
wbBra their bodies were burnt, or where their ashes are pre- 
sarved, to wait there until the new bodies they are destined M> 
occupy be ready for their reception. This appears to corM- 
apond with an opinion of Plato, which, with many other tenets 
of that philosopher, was adopted by the early ChristianE; and 
an ordinance of the Eomisb church is still estant, prohibiting 
havuig lights or making merriment in churchyards at night, 
lest they should disturb the souls that might come thither." — 
Crate/wd. 

" According to the Danish missionaries, the souls of thoao 
who are untimely slain wander about as diabohcal spectres, 
doing evil to mankind, and possessing those whom ihey per- 
secute." — Niecan^, i. 10, ^ 14. 

" The inhabitants of the hills near Bajamahall believe that 
when God sends a meBsenger to summon a person to bis pre- 
sence, if the messenger should mistake his object, and carry 
off another, he is desired by the Deity to take hun away; but, 
aa the earthly mansion of this soul must be decayed, it is des- 
tined to remain mid- way between heaven and earth, and nerer 
can return to the presence of God. Whoever commits homi- 
cide without a divine order, and whoever is killed by a snake 
as a punishment for some concealed crime, will ha doomed t« 
the same state of wandering ; and whoever hangs himself 
will wander eternally with a rope about his neck." — Asuilk 
Saearchd. 

Pope Benedict XII. drew up a hst of a hundred and seven- 
teen heretical opinions held by the Armenian Christians, wliich 
he sent to the King of Armenia, histead of any other assist- 
ance, when that prince applied to him for aid against the 
Mahommedans. This paper was first published by Betnino, 
and exhibits a curious mixture of mythologies. One of their 
opinions was, that the souls of the adult wander about in tha 
uir till the day of judgment; neither hell, nor the heavenly 
nor the terrestrial paradise, being open to them till that day 
shall have passed. 
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CMyitig os /am. — II. 3, p. 22. 

" The soul is not a tbing of whicb a miui may say, it hath 
b«ea, it is about to be, oi is Ui be bereaflcr; for it is a thing 
without birth. It is ancient, constant, and eternal, and is not 
to be destroyed in (his its mortal frame. How can the man, 
vho be]iQY«th that tbia thing ia incorruptible, eternal, inex- 
haustible, and without birth, think that he can either kill of 
cause it to be killed? As a man tliroweth away old gacmentB, 
and pntteth on new; even so the soul, having quitted its old 
mortal frames, entereth into others which are new. The wea- 
pon dividath it not, the fire bumeth it not, the water corruptelh 
it not, the wind drieth it not away ; for it is indivisible, incon- 
somable, iucoiruptible, and is not to be dried away; it is 



Bwo> my hour of/oUy! — II. 6, p. 22. 
" Among the qualities required for the proper execution of 
public business, mention is made, ' that a man mnat be able 
to keep in subjection his lust, his anger, his avarice, his foUy, 
and his pride.' The folly there specified is not to be nnder- 
Btood in the usual sense of the word in an European idiom, as 
a negative quality, or the mere want of sense, but as a kind 
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of obstinately stupid letliai^y, or perverse i 
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"Avery remarkable instance of this tflmporary frenzy hap. 
pened lately in the Supreme Court of Judicature at CaJcutta, 
where a. man (not an idiot) swore, upon a trial, that he was 
no kind of relation ttfliis brother, who was then in court, and 
who had constantly supported him from his infancy ; and that 
he lived in a house by himself, for which he paid the rent from 
his own pocket, when it was proved that he was not worth a 
rupee, and when the parson in whose house he had always 
resided stood at the bar, close Ui him. 

" Another ootijecture, and that exceedingly acuta and inge- 
nious, has been started npon this /oflj,— that it may mean the 
deception which a man permits to ha imposed on his judgment 
by his passions ; as acts of rapacity and avarice are often com- 
mitted by men wlio ascribe them lo pmdenoe, and a just asser- 
tion of their own right: malice and rancor pass for justice, and 
brutality tor spirit. This opinion, whan thoroughly exammed, 
will very nearly tally with the former; for all tha passions, as 
well as fear, have an equal efficacy to disturb aud distort tlie 
mind: but tji aoooant for the /»% hare spoken of as bemg 
the offspring of tha passions, instead of drawing a parallel 
between it and the impulses of those passions, we must sup- 
pose the impulses to act with infinitely more vlolance npon 
an Asiatic mind than we can aver have seea exemplified in 
Europe. It is, however, something like the madness so inimi- 
tably delineated m tJie hero of Cervantes, sensible enough 
upon some occasions, and at the same time completely wild 
and unconscious of itself npon others, and that, too, originally 
produced by an effort of the will, though, In the end, over- 
powering and superseding its functions." — Hoiked. 
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But I, aa naked feeling and raw life. — U. 5, p. 2S, 
" By ttiB vital souls of those men who have committed eins 
in the body, another body, composed of nerves, lei'h five sensa- 
tions, in order to be susceptible of torment, shall oerti^nly be 
assumed after death; and being inOmately united with those 
muiute nervous parttolea, aooordhig lo tlieir distribntion, they 
shall feel in that new body the pangs inflicted in each case by 
the sentence of Yfima." - Init. of Menu. 

Henry More, the Flatonist, has two applicable stanziis in 
his "Song of the Soul!" — 

" Ufee It, a light ftBt looked la Imlern d»rS, 



Amid the anooulh allegory, and more uncouth language, of 
this strange series of poems, a few passages aie to be found 
of exceeding beauty. Milton, who was the author's iHend, 
bad evidently read them. 

MorriallUy. — 'n.. S,p. 24. 

Mariatale, o= Sonnerat spells the name, was wife of tho 

penitent Chamadaguini, and mother of Parassouramn, who 

was, hi part, an moarnafJon of Vishnu. " This goddess," says 

Sonnerat, " commanded the elements, but could not preserve 
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that empire longer than her heart was pure. One day, while 
ehe was collecting water out of n tank, and, according to har 
custom, was making a howl of earth to carry it to the houae, 
she saw on the surface of the water some figures of Griiidu- 
vers [Glendovaars], which were flying over her head. Stmck 
with their beauty, her heart admitted an impure thought ; and 
the earth of the bowl dissolved. From that time she was 
obliged to make use of an ordinary vessel. This discovered to 
Chamadagnini that his wife had deviated from purity; and, in 
the esceas of his rage, he ordered his son to drag her to the 
place where criminals were executed, and to behead har. 
The order was executed ; but Parasaourama was so much 
afflicted for the loaa of his mother, that Cliamadaguini told him 
to take up the body, and faaton the head upon it, and repeat a 
prayer (which he taught him for that purpose| in her ear, and 
then hb mother woidd come to Ufe again. The aon can eagerly 
to perform what he was ordered ; but, by a very singalar blun- 
der, he joined the bead of his mother to the body of a Parichi, 
who had been executed for her crimes, — a monstroua nnion, 
which gave to this woman the vutjuea of a goddeaa, and the 
vices of a criminal. The goddess, becoming impure by such 
a mixture, was driven from her house, and committed all kinds 
of cruelties. The Deverkels, perceiving the destFuoUon she 
made, appeased her by giving her power to cure the small-pox, 
and promising that she shoold he implored for that disorder. 
Mariatale is the great goddess of the Pariahs; to honor her, 
they have a custom of dancing with several pota of water 
on their heads, placed one above the other. These pots are 
adorned with the leaves of the margosies, a tree consecrated 



" The tufted Iwk, fixed to this fruitful land," says Sonniui, 
speaking of Egypt, " never forsakes it. It seems, however, 
that the excessive heat annoys him. You may see these birds, 
as well as sparrows, in the middle of the day, with their hills 
half open, and the muscles of their breasts agitated, breathing 
with difficulty, and as if they panted for respiration. The 
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instinct which induces them t« prefer those means of subsist- 
ence wbich are easily obtained, and in abundance, although 
attended with some saffering, reaejnbles the mind of nmn, 
nhom a thirst for riches engages to brave calaraities and 
dangers without number." 

Theiilakhmon. — \'. 1, p. 39. 

" The watchmen are provided with no offensive weapons, 
excepting a sling. On the contrary, they continue the whole 
day standing, in one single position, upon a pillar of day raised 
aboat ten feet, where they remain bellowing continually, that 
they raay terrify, without hurting, the birds who feed upon the 
crop. Every considerable field contains several such sentinels, 
Etatioued at different comers, who repeat the call &om one to 
another so incessanlly, that the invaders have hardly any 
opportunity of ranking a good hvelihood In the field. 

" These watchmen are farced, daring the runs, to erect, in- 
stead of a clay pillar, a scaffolding of wood as high as the 
crop, over which they suspend a roof of straw, to shelter their 
naked bodies from the nun." — Temtani. 

The Golden Palaeea. — V. 1, p. 10. 
"Every thing belonging to the Sovereign of Av.t hiis the 
addition of skne, or golden, annexed to it; even his niajesty's 
person is never mentioned but in conjnnotion with this pre- 
cious metal. When a subject means to affirm that the king 
has heard any thing, he says, 'It has reached the golden ears.' 
He who obtained admission to the royal presence has been at 
the 'golden fsst.' The perfume of ottar of roses, a nobleman 
observed one day, ' was an odor grateful to the golden noae.' " 



A cloud, aicending in Ike eoiUrn iki/. 
Soils ilowly o'er the vale, 
Jltd dai-kens round, arid closes m Ike mghl. — V. S, pp. i 

the evening, to see a small bincli cloud rising in the e: 
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part of the horiaoa, anil afterwards sj eiu3 g tse f to the 
nortt-west. This phenomenon is alwa s a endad w h a vio- 
lent storm of wind, and flashes of the rongest and mist 
vivid lightning, and heavy thunder, wh h f oiv d bj ram 
These storms sometimes last for half an hon more aad 
when they disperse, they leave the a gren f *henert 
and the sl<y of a deep, clear, and Iran piren b ue W hen 
they occur near the full moon, the wh atmo phe e n 
minated by a soft but brilliant silve ^ a ended with 
gentle airs." — Hodges, 

A Aiie fiag, fiapping to tht wintfe nf nigllt, 
Marks v^ere the tiger seized a human prey. — V> 4, p. 41' 
" It is usunl to place a small white tnangnlar flag, fixed to 
a bamboo-stafi' of ten or twelve feet long, at the place where a 
Uger has destroyed a man. It is common for the passengers, 
also, each to throw a stone or brick near the spot, so ttot, in 
the course of a little time, a pile, equal to a good wagon-load, 
is collected. This custom, as weU as the fixing a rag on any 
particnlar thorn-bush near the fatal epot, is in use, likewise, 
on varlons accounts. Many brambles may be seen, in a ifay's 
journey, completely covered with this motley assemblage of 
remnants. The sight of the flags and piles of stones imparts 
a certidn melancholy, not perhaps altogether devoid of appre- 
hension. They may be said to be of service in pointing oat 
the places most frequented by tigers." — Oriental Sporte, vol. i\. 
p. 22. 

Geall^ he tteali awan mlh lileni tread. — V. 9, p. 44. 
This part of the poem has been censured, upon the ground 
that Laduriod's conduct in thus forsaking his daughter is In- 
consistant with his afteotion for her. There is a passage in 
Mr. Milmau's version of " Nala and Damayanti " so curiously 
resembling it in the situation of tlie two persons, that any one 
might suppose I had imitated the Sanscrit, if " Kehama " had 
not been published five and twenty years before Mr. Milman's 
most characteristic specimen of Indian poetry. Indeed, it is 
to him that I am obliged for pointing out tlie very singular 
cinaoidence. 
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"' Mfehty ta th J fiither's klngaom, — once was mlnf S3 mighty too ; 

Th«i« I onue bppeareil in glorj — to tlie exaltine of thy pridB ; 
BlialL I now appear in miBery — to the increasing of thy shame?' 
fTallL thns to Bamayautl^Hpake again, and y<H again* 
Comforting Uie nohle Udy, — ac&nt la half a garment cl*4. 
Bolb together, by one gMnient — eoYMtl, roamed Uiey here and there : 
Wearied out by thirst said (amine, — to a cabin drew thoy near. 
When they readied that lovly CAbin, — then did givat Klebadlia^fi king 
With the Princess of Vtdarbha— on the hard eirth Beat (hem down; 
Naked, with no mat to rest on, —wet with mire, and stained with dost. 

ButirUleon the cold eaitb sliunbered— Samayanti, all dlstisnght, 
HaJa, In his mind by eorroir,— might do longer cahnly sleep; 



' From her virtue, none dare harm her- in the lonely forest way, 
Her the fortunate, the noble,— my de.oted wedded wife.' 

Of himself without 1 garment, —and of her with only one, 

' How BhaU I ^Tide the gannent— by my loved one nnperceived? ' 
Pondering Ihis within his spirit. — mond the cabla Nala went ; 

Till he found, without a scabbard, — shining, a well-tempered sword. 



— gazing. Badly wept tlie king: 
ever — roiy^hly visited, my love! 
— sleepeat witii tliy guardian gone- 
,, — she ttiat aye so sweetly smiled, 
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virtue IJiy beat gaapl I ' 



Then, Df sense bereft by Kali,— NalnhnBtily set forth; 
ijid d^parUug, etiil dupudtig, — he returned agaio, agsji 
DrA^^Kd uway by that bad demons — ever by hie loTedrai 



" The tJKt and greaWBt of the sons of Siva is Polleac. He 
preeides over maniagea. The Indians build no house without 
having first carriad a Polleat on the ground, which they 
sprinkle with oil, and throw flowers on it every day. If 
thoy do not involie it before they undertake any enlerprise, 
they believe that God will make them forget what they wanted 
to undertake, and that their labor will be in vain. He is repre- 
sented with an elephant's head and mounted on a rat; bot 
In the pagodas fhey place 1 un a pedestal with his legs 
almost crossed. A rat is aiwaj pn bat e tl e door of his 
chapel. This rat was a gian lied Guljam uga-chonrin, 
on whom the gods had bestoi d mm ah y as well as great 
powers, which he abused, and d d mu h harm to mankind. 
Pollear, entreated by the sages and pen Eenls to deliver them, 
pulled out one of his tusks, and til e t ag n t Gudja-mooga- 
chondn. The tooth entered the giant's stomach, and overthrew 
him, who immediately changed himself into a rat as large as a 
mountain, and came to attack Pollear; who sprung on his back, 
toiling him that hereafter he should ever be bis carrier. 

" The Indians, in then- adoration of this god, cross their 
arms, shut the flst, aud in this manner give themselves several 
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blows on the teinples ; Ihen, but always with the arms crossed, 
they lake hold of their ears, and make three inclinationa, bend- 
ing the knes ; after which, with their hands joined, they address 
their prayers to him, and strike their forehead. They have a 
great veneration for this deity, whose imnge they place in all 
temples, streets, highways, and. In the country, at the foot 
of some tree; that all the world may have an opportunity of 
invoking hhn before they undertake any concern, and that 
travellers may make their adorations and offerings to him 
before they pursue their journey." — Sonserat. 



The GkndMefrs. — VI. 2, p. 49. 
This word is altered from the " Griudouvera" of Sonnerat, 
ivho describes these celestial children of Casyapn os famous 
for their beauty. They have wings, he adds, and fly in the 
air with their wives. I do not know whether they are the 
"Gandharvas" of the English Orientahsts. Tho wings with 
which they are attired in the poem are borrowed from the 
neglected story of Peter Wilkins. At a recent sale of manu- 
scripts, the author's assignment of this book to Dodsley for ten 
guineas was brought to light; and it tlien appeared that his 
name, which till then had been unknown, was E. Paltock. 
Nothmg more has been discovered concerning him. His book, 
h ■ w k of great genius; and I know that both Sir 

Walt bcott and Mr Coleridge thought as highly of it as I 
d Hi g d p pie are the most beanafnl creatures of 
i g t th were devised. I copy his minute de- 

B npt f th graundec," as he calls it. Stothard has 

mad m d h htf 1 drawings of it in the " Novelist's Ma- 

h first thr w up two long branches, or ribs, of the 
whalebone, as I called it before (and, indeed, for several of its 
properties, as toughness, elasBoity, and pliableness, nothmg I 
have ever seen can so justly be compared to it), which were 
jointed behind to the upper bone of the spme, and which, 
when not extended, he bent over the shoulders on each side 
of the neck forwards; from whence, by nearer and nearer ap- 
proaches, theyjnst meet at the lower rim of the belly in a sort 
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of point; but, when extended, they stand tlieir whole length 
above (he shoulders, not perpendionlarly, hut spreading out^ 
wards, with a web of the softest ajid most pliable and spongy 
membrane that con be imagined tn the interstices between 
them, reaching IVom their root or joint on the back np above 
the hinder part of the head, and near half-way their own 
length; but, when closed, the membrane falls down in the 
middle upon the neck, like a handkerchief. There are also 
two other ribs, rising, as it were, from tlie same root, which, 
when open, run horizontally, but not so long as the others. 
These are fiiled up In the insterstioe between them and the 
upper ones with the same membrane ; and on the lower side 
of this is also a deep flap of the membrane, so that the arms 
can he either above or below it in flight, and are always above 
it when closed. This last lib, when shut, flaps under the 
npper one, and also fiiUs down with it before to the waist ; bnt 
it is not joined to the libs below. Along the whole spine-bone 
runs a strong, flat, broad, gristly cartilage, to which are joined 
several other of these ribs, all which open horizontally, and 
are filled in the interstices with the above membrane, and are 
joint«d to the ribs of the person just where the plane of the 
back begins to turn towards the breast and bellyj and, when 
shut, wrap the body round to the joints on the eonlrary side, 
folding neatly one side over the other. 

" At the lower spine are two more ribs extended horizon- 
tally when open, jointed again Co the hips, and long enough to 
meet the joint on the contrary side across the belly; and from 
the hip-joint, which is on the outermost edge of the hip-bone, 
runs a pliable cartilage quite down the outside of the thigli and 
leg to the ankle; from which there branch out divers other 
ribs, horizontally also when open ; but, when closed, they en- 
compass the whole thigh and leg. rolhng Inwards aoross the 
back of the leg and thigh, till they reach and just cover 
the cartilage. The interstices of these are filled up with the 
same membrane. From the two ritis which join to the lower 
spine-bone, there hangs down a sort of short apron, very full 
of plaits, from hip-joint to hip-joint, and reaches below the 
buttocks, half-way or more to the hams. This has also several 
small limber ribs in it Just upon the lower spine-joint, and 
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above tha apron, as I cull it, there are two other long branches, 
which, when dose, extend upon the back from tha point they 
join at below to the shoulders, where each rib has a clasper, 
which, reaching over the shoulders, just under the fold of the 
uppermost branch or ribs, hold ap the two ribs flat to the back, 
like a V, the interstices of which are filled up with the afore- 
said membrane. This last piece, in flight, fiiUa down almost 
to the ankles, where the two ciaspecs, lapphig under each leg 
within-side, hold it verj tiist; and then also the short apron is 
drawn up, by the strength of tha ribs in it, between the thighs 
forward, and oovera as far as the rim of the belly. Tha whole 
arms are covered also, from the sliouldera to the wrist, with 
the same delicate membrane, tiistened to ribs of proportionable 
dimensions, and jointed t« a oaWJlage On tha outside in the same 
manner as on the legs. It is vary surprising to feel the differ- 
ence of fhesB ribs when open and when closed; for, closed, 
thay are as pliable as the finest whalebone, or more so \ bat, 
when estanded, are as strong and stiff as a bone. They are 
tapering from the roots ; and ara broader or narrower, as best 
suits the places thay occupy and tlie stress they are put to, up 
to then: points, which are almost as small as a hak. The mem- 
brane between them is the most alastlo thing 1 ever met with; 
occupying no more space, when the ribs are closed, than just 
from rib to rib, as flat and smooth ns possible; but, when ex- 
tended in some postnres, will dilate itself surprisingly. 

" It is the most amazing thing in the world to observe the 
large expansion of this granndee when open, and, when closed 
(as it all is in a moment, upon the party's descent), to see it flt 
so dose and compact to the body, as no tailor can coma up to 
it; and then the several rit)s lie so justly disposed in the seve- 
ral parts, that instead of behig, as one would imagine, a dis- 
advantage to the shape, they make the body and limbs look 
extremely elegant; and, by tha different ai^ustment of their 
lines on the body and limbs, the whole, to my fancy, some- 
what resembles the dress of the old Roman warriors in their 
bnakins; and, to appearance, seems much more noble than fl.ny 
fictitious garb I ever saw, or can frame a notion of to myself," 
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jMitBBi Bima&ooL — VI. 3, p. 49. 

" Saihmnnta. Sny, MalaJi, what mountoin is tlmt, which, 
like an evening cloud, pours exhilarating streamE, and forms a 
golden zone between the western and eastern sens? 

"Matali. That, O Iting! is the mountain of Gandharvas, 
named H^macilta. Tlie universe contains not a more excel- 
lent place for the sucmeBBful devotion of the pious. There 
Casyapa, father of the immortals, tnler of men, son of Marichi, 
who sprang from the self-existent, resides with his consort 
Aditi, bieaaed in holy retirement. — We now enlar the sanc- 
tuary of him who rules the world, and the groves which are 
watered by streams trom celestial sources. 

" Daalmumta. I sea with equal amazement both the plona 
and their awfui retreat. It becomes, indeed, pure spirits to 
feed on balmy air in a forest blooming with trees of life} 
to bathe in rills dyoii yellow with tlie golden dnst of the lotus, 
and to fortify their virtue in the mysterious bath; lj> meditate 
in caves, the pabbles of which are unblemished gems; and 
to restrain their passions, even thou^ nymphs of exquisite 
beauty frolic around them. In this grove alone is attained the 
summit of true piety, to which other hermits in vain aspire." 
— Saamtaia. 



Her death pt-edoomed 

Tb thai black honr of midnight, tcA^n the ifooa 

Hath turned her face (ooay, 

Vhidlling Iv behold 
The toihapj^ end of guilt f — Vl.i, p. 60. 

"1 win now speak to thee of that time in which, should a 

which, dying, he shall return again to earth. 

" Those holy men who are acquainted with Brama, depart- 
mg this life in the fiery light of day, in the bright season of 
the moon, within the six months of the sun's northern course, 
go unto him; but tliose wlio depart in the gloomy night of 
the moon's dark season, and whilst the sun is yet within the 
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southern path of hia Journey, ascend for a while into tha re- 
gions of the moon, and again letnni to mortal birth. These 
two, Light and Darlraess, are esteemed the World's eternal 
ways i he who walketh in the tbrmer path returneth notj 
whilst he who walketh in the latter cometh back again npon 
the earth." — Kreeshaa, tn Ike Bhagml Getta. 



Indra. — VI. 4, p. 52. 

" The Indian God of tha Tisible Heavens is called Indra, or 
the King ; and Divespetir, Lord of the Sky. He has the 
character of the Roman Geniaa, or chief of the Good Spirits. 
His consort is named Sachi; his celestial city, Ainaravati{ 
Win palace, Vayayantaj his garden, Nandana; his chief ele- 
phant, Airevat; his charioteer, Matallj and his weapon, Vnjra, 
or the thoaderbolt. He is the regent of winds and showers; 
and though the East is peculiarly under lus care, yet his 
Olympus is Meru, or the Horth Pole, allegorically represented 
as a mountain of gold and gems. He is the Prince of the 
beneficent Genii." — Sir WilSam Jones. 

A distinct idea of Indra, the King of Immortals, may be col- 
lected from a passage in the ninth section of the " Geeta." 

"These having, through virtue, reached the mansion of 
the King of Snras, feast on the esquisite heavenly fooli of the 
gods; they who have enjoyed this lofty region of Swerga, bat 
whose virtue is exhausted, revisit the habitation of mortals." 

" He is the God of thunder and the Ave elements, with in- 
ferior Qenii under his command ; aud Is conceived to govern 
the eastern quarter ol the world, but to preside, like the 
Gemns or Agathodamon of the anoienta, over the celestial 
bunds, which are stationed on the snmmit of Meru, or the 
North Pole, where he sohoes the gods with nectar and hea- 
venly music 

"Ihe Cinaaras ore the male dancers in Swet^, or the 
Heaven of Indra, and tlie Apstras are his dancing-girls, answer- 
ing to tha fames of the Persians, and to the damsels called in 
the Koran 'hlnlru liyun,' or with onie/ope'a ejes." — Sir Wil- 
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Of such penances Mr. Halbed has produced a curious 

"In the wood Midhoo, which is on tlie confines of the 
kingdoms of Brege, Turakee selected a pleasant and beautiful 
spotf adorned with verdnre and hlossoins, and there exerciaed 
himself in penance and mortification, enteraally with the ain- 
cerest piety, but in reality the most malignant intention, and 
with the determined purpose of oppressing the Itevetas, — 
penances such as credulity itself was astonished to hear; and 
they are here recounted ; — 

■ " I. For a hundred years, he held Hp his arms and one foot 
towards heaven, and fised his eyes upon the snn the whole time. 

" 2. For a hundred years, he remained standing on tiptoe. 

" 3. For a hundred years more, he nourished himself with 
nothing but water. 

" 4. For a hundred years more, he lived upon notiiing bntair. 

" 6. For a hundred years more, he stood and made his ado- 

" 6. For a hundred years more, he made those adorations, 
buried up to his neck in the earth. 

" T. For a hundred years more, enveloped with fire. 

" S. For a hundred years more, he stood npon his head, with 
his feet towards heaven. 

" 9. For a hnndred years more, he stood upon Vhs palm of 

" 10. For a hundred years more, he hung by his hand from 
the branch of a tree. 

" II. For a hundred years more, he hung from a tree, with 
his head downwards. 

" When he at length came to a respite from these severe 
mortifications, a radiant glory encircled the devotee; and a 
flame of fire, arising from his bead, began to consume the 
whole world." — From the Seem Pooraaa, Maurice's Hialory qf 
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hia body is half coverea with a white (iiit'a edifice made 
ndeed clay; the sldn of a enake supplies the place of his i 
cerdotal thread, and part of it girds his loins; a number 
knotty plants encircle and wound his nook ; and surroimdi 
birds' nests almost conceal his ahouliieis. 

" DaAmaaUi. I bow to a man of his austere devotion." 



THat even Sipa's lelf. 
The Bigliesl, cannol grani, and be secsre. — VI. 4, p. 62. 

It win be seen, from th 1 11 g f bl th t 8 h d 
been reduced to a very 1 il ti mpl ym t b f 

Kehama's predecessors — 

" Havana, by his pow difmlart hd bjgted 

all the gods and demigod and frcdthmtpfmm t 
offloes about his person ai d li h id I dra, m d ga I i 
of flowers to adorn hmi withal A was his k b ry 
supplied light by day d Ch dra by ght Var pur 
veyed water for the p I K ra f rm h d a,b Th 

whole nava-jroAo (the ni pi aeta j ph ) m tim ar 
tMiged Ihemselves int 1 di by wh 1 th y aa 

steps, the tyrant ascend I In thn Bram (f th gr t 

gods were there also; and Ig th andtialfidt 
my memoranda, withoi t mpro darra g m t) — B m 

was a herald, proclaimi g th gi t ttl th d > tl 
week, month, &o., daily m th palac — rt t p k ng 
fihnanac; Mahadeva ( h ) I A tara f K d h 
roo, performed the offi f b b d trunm d th gi ts 

beardB; Vishnu had th h bl oo apation of instructing 

and drilling the dancing and sin^g girls, and selecting the 
fiuceat for the royal bed; Ganesa had the care of the cows, 
goats, and lierdaj Vayu swept the house ; Tama washed the 
linen. And in this manner were all the gods employed in 
the menial offices of Ravana, who rebuked and flogged thom 
Id default of industry and attention. Nor were the female 
divinities esempled; for Bhavani, in her name and form of 
Satni, was head Aya, or nurse, lo Ravana's children. Lakshmi 
and Saroswati were also among them ; but it does not appear 
in what capacity." — Moore's Mrtda Paallieaa, p. 338. 
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Siva was once in dargcc even of annibilation. "In pass- 
log from the town of Silgut to Deonhullj-," says Col. Wilts, 
" 1 became accidantally informed of a sect, peculiar, as 1 since 
understand, to the uorth-easterii parts of Mysore, the women of 
which nniversally undergo tlie amputation of the first joints 
of the third and fourth fingers of their right hands. On my 
arrival at Deonhully, after ascertMning that the request wonld 
not give olfence, 1 desired to see some of these women; and, 
the same afternoon, seven of them attended at my tent. The 
sect is a suhdivislon of tbe MtirrMOO- Wbtut," and belongs to 
the fi>nrlh great class of the Hindoos ; viz., the Souder. Every 
woman of the sect, previonslyto piercing the ears of her eldest 
daaghter, preparatory to her being betrothed ill marriage, must 
uBcflssarily undergo this mutilation, which is performed by the 
blacksmith of the village for a regulated fee, by a surreal 
process sufficiently rude. The finger to be amputated is placed 
oaablocki the blacksmith places a chisel over tbe articula- 
tion of tlie joint, and chops it off at a single blow. If the gkl 
to be betrothed is motherless, and the mother of the hoy have 
not before been subject to the operation, it is incumbent on 
her to perfomi the sacrifice. After satisfying myself with 
regard to the facts of the case, I inquired into the origin of so 
strange a pracljcfl ; and one of the women related, with great 
fluency, the following traditionary tale, which has since been 
repeated to me, with no material deviation, by several others 
of the sect : — 

" ' A Raohas, or giant, named Vrica, and, in alter-times, 
Busmaa-sooi, or the Giant of the Ashes, had, by a course of 
anstere devotion to Mabadeo (Siva), obtained from him the 
promise of whatever boon he should ask. The Eachas accord- 
ingly demanded, that every person on whose head he shonld 
place his right hand might instantly be reduced to aslies; and 
Mahadeo conferred the boon, without suspicion of the purpose 
for wUich it was designed. 

" ' The Bachas no sooner found himself possessed of this 
formidable power, than he attempted to use it for the destmo- 
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lion of his banafactor. Mahadeo fled; the Radius pnrsued, 
and followed the fugitive so closely as to ohoae him into a thick 
grove ; where Mahadeo, clisnging hia fbnn and bulk, con- 
cealed himself in the centre of a fruit, then called ttpala pun- 
ifoo, but since named liaga tunda, (Vom the resemblance which 
its kernel thenceforwaid assumed to the finj, tlie appropriate 
emhlem of Mahadeo. 

'"The Rachas, having loet sight of Mahadeo, inquired of a 
husbandman, who was working in the adjoining field, whether 
be had seen the fugitive, and what direction he had taken. 
The huBbaQdmaii, who had attentively observed the whole 
transaction, fearful of the future resentment of Mahadeo, and 
equally alarmed for the present vengeance of the giant, an- 
swered aloud, that he had seen no fugitive, but pointed at the 
eame time, with the little finger of hia right hand, to the place 
of Mahadeo's concealment. 

" ' In this extremity ,* Vishnu descended, in the form of a 
beauljful damsel, to the rescue of Mahadeo. The Rachas 
became instantly enamoured : the damsel was a pure Bramiu, 
and might not be approached by the unckaa Rachas. By 
degrees she appeared to relent, and, as a previous ci ' 
ferther advances, Biyoined the perfom 
a neighboring pool. After these were 
as a farther purification, the performance of the Simifio, — a 
ceremony in which the right hand is SQCceEsivaly apphed to 
the breast, to the crown of the head, and to other parte of the 
body. The Rachas, thinking only of love, and forgetful of 
the powers of his right band, performed the Simdia, and was 
himself reduced to ashes. 

" ' Mahadeo now issued twm the Imga ttaida, and, after the 
proper acknowledgments for his deliverance, proceeded to dis- 
cuss the guilt of tJie treacherous husbandman, and determined 
on the loss of the finger with which he had offended, as tlie 
proper punishment of his crime. 

"'The wife of the husbandman, who had just arrived at the 
field with food for her husband, hearing this dreadful sentence, 
threw herself at the feet of Mahadeo. She represented the 
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certain niin of her fiimily, if lier husband shonid be disabled 
for BOme months ftom perfomirg the iabors of the fanii ; and 
hesought Uia deity to accept two of her fingeiB, instead of 
one from her husband. Mahadeo, pleased with so sincere a 
proof of coiyugal affecUon, accepted the exchange, and or- 
dained that her female posterity, in all f^tare generaUons, 
should BBcrifioe two fingers at his temple, as a memorial of 
the transaction, and of their exclnslve devotion to tie God 
of the Ling.' 

" The practice is accordingly confined to the supposed pos- 
terity of this single woman, and is not common to the whole 
sect of Mnrresoo-Wokul. I ascertained the actual number of 
families who observed this practice in three snooessiTC districts 
through which I afterwards passed; and I conjecture, tJiat^ 
within the Ihnits of Mysore, they may amount to about two 
thousand houses. 

" The Hill of Sectee, in the talook of Colar, where the giant 
was destroyed, is, according to this tradition, formed ot the 
ashes of Busmaa-soor. It is held in particular veneration by 
this sect, as the chief seat of their appropriate sacrifice; and 
the fact of its containing little or no moisture is held to be a 
miraculous proof that the aahas of the giant continue to 
absorb the most violent and oonHnued rain. This ia a re- 
markable example of easy credulity. I liave examined the 
mountain, which is of a sloping form, and composed of coarse 
granite." —Hist. Sketches of the South of India, vol. i. p. 143, 



The Ship of Beamn. — VII. 1, p. B6. 

I have converted the Vimana, or self-moving Car of the 
Gods, into a ship. CapL Wilford has ^van the history of ita 
Invention, and, what is more curious, has attempted to settle the 
geography of the story. 

" A most pious and venerable sage, named Kishi'ce'sa, 
being very far advanced in years, had resolved to visit, before 
he died, all the famed places of pilgriraoga; and, having per- 

the Ca'li, where he observed some fishes engaged in amorous 
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piny; aiid rBfleolirg on their numerous proeeny, whicJi srould 
Bport like them in the Btremii, he lamented the imptobabihty 
of leavmg any children: bat since he might possibly be a. 
father even at hia great age, he went immediately to the king 
of that country, Hiranyavema, who had fifty daughters, and 
demanded one of Ihein in marriage. So strange a demand 
gave the prince great uneasiness; yet he was unwillhig to mour 
the displeasure of a saint whose imprecaUons lie dreaded. He, 
therefore involied Heri, or Vishnu, to inspire him with a wise 
answer; and told. the hoar philosopher, that he ahonld marry 
any one of his daughters, who, of her own accord, shoula fls 
on him as her bridegroom. The sage, rslher disconcerted, 
left the polaco! but, calling to mind the two sons of Aswini, 
he hastened to theh terrestrial abode, and requested that they 
would bestow on hun both youth and beauty. They imme- 
diately conducted him lo Abhhnatada, which we suppose to be 
Abydus, in Upper Egypt; and, when he had bathed in the 
Pool of Bupnyauvana, he was restored to the flower of his age, 
with the graces and charms of Ca'ma'de'va, On his return 
tfl the palace, he entered the secret apartments, called anloA- 
pura, where the fifty princesses were assembled ; and they 
were all so transported with the vision of more than human 
beauty, that they fell into an ecstasy; whence tlie place was 
afterwards named Mohast-han, or Mohana, and is possibly the 
same with Mohannan. They no sooner had recovered from 
theh trance than each of them exclaimed tliat she would be 
his bride; and their altercation having brought Hhanyavemft 
mto their apartment, he terminated the contest by giving 
them aU in marriage to Risbi'ce'sa, who became the father 
of a hundred sons, and, when he succeeded to the tlirone, 
built the city of 8uc-haverddhana; framed wmdnoj, or celestial, 
eelf-movmg oars, in which he visited the gods; and made gar- 
1 abounding in delights, wMch rivalled the li 
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Dudimanla. In what path of the wiiifls 



w jour- 



ney ing? 

MalaK. This is the way which leads along the triple river, 
lieavei.'a brightest ornament, and caasaa yon luminaries to roll 
in a circle with diffused baama; it is the course of a genUs 
breeze, which supports the floating forms of the gods ; and this 
path was the second step of Vishnu, when ho confounded the 
proud Baly. 

Dudtmanta. The car itself instructs me that we are moving 
over clouds pregnant with showers; for the oiroumtference of 
its wheels disperses pellucid water. 

Daibmmtla. These chnriot-wheels yield no sound ; no dust 
arises from thera ; and tiie descent of the ear gare me no 



" The Island of Fierro is ( 
Canaries; end I concave th 
account, — that its soil, not affording so mucb as a drop of fresh 
water, seems to l>e of irort ; and, indeed, there ia in this island 
neither river nor rivulet nor well nor spring, save that only 
towards the seaside there are some wells; but they lie at 
such a distance from the city, that the inhabitants can make 
no use thereof. But the great Preserver and Sustaioer of all 
remedies this inconvenience by a wkj so extraordinary, that a 
man will be forced to sit down and acknowledge that he gives 
in this an undeniable demonstration of his goodness and in- 
finite providence, 

" For in the midst of Che island there is a tree, which ia the 
only one of its kind, uiasmuoh as it hath no resemblance to 
those mentioned by Qs in this relation, nor to any other known 
to us in Europe. The leaves of it are long and narrow, and 
continue in a constant verdnre winter and summer; and its 
branches are corered with a cloud, which ia never dispelled, 
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bnt resolved into a moist 



5 to fall from i 



leaves ii Tery oiaar water, and that in sucli abundance, that 
the cisterns, which are placed at the toot of the tree to receiye 
it are iieTcr empty, bnt contain enongh to supply both men and 
beaslB." — Mandelslo. 

Feyjoo denies the existence of any such tiee, upon the 
anlhority of P. Tallandier, a French Jesuit (quoted in "M^m. de 
Trevoui " STIB, art. B7 ), who visited the island. " Assi no 
dudo," be adds, " que este Fenis de las plantas as ten fingido 
como el de las aves." — Theat. Cril. t. ii. disc. Z, J 65. What 
authority is due to the teslamony of this French Jesuit, I do 
not Imow, never having seen his boolij but it appears, from 
tiie undoubted evidence of Glas, that the existence of such a 
tree is believed m the Canaries, and positively affirmed by the 
inhabitants of Fierro itself. 

"There are," says this esoeUent author, "only three foun- 
tuns of water in the whole island : one of them is called Acof,* 
which, in the language of the nncient inhabitants, signifies 
river ■ a name, however, which does not seem to liave been 
riven it on account of its yielding much water, for in that 
respect it hardly deserves .he name of a fountain. More to 
the northward is another, called Hapio ; and in the middle of the 
island is a spring, yielding a stream about the lliickness of a 
man's finger. This last was discovered in the year 1565, and is 
called the Fountam of Anton Hernandez, On account of the 
Boareity of water, the sheep, goats, and swine here do not drmk 
in the summer, but are taught to dig up the roots of fern, 
and chew them to quench their thirst. The great cattle are 
watered at those fount^ns, and at a place where water distils 
ftoro the leaves of a tree. Many writers have made mention of 
this femous tree, some in such a manner as to make it appear 
miraculous ; others again deny the existence of any such tree, 
among whom is Father Feyjoo, a modem Spanish author, in 
his ' Theatro Critico.' But he, and those who agree witli him 
■ this matter are as ranch mistaken as they who would make 
tt appear miraculous. This is the only island of all the Cana- 
ries which I have net t>cen in; but I have sailed with natives 
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of Hierro, who, when qneationed about the existence of thia 
tree, answered in the affirmativB. 

" The author of the ' History of the Discovery »nd Con- 
quest' has given ns 9 particular account of it, which I sbaD 
rehite here at large. ' The district in which this tree stands is 
called Tigulahe; near to which, and in the cliff, or steep 
rocky ascent that surrounds the whole island, is a narrow 
gutter, or gulley, which commences at the sea, and oontinuea 
to the summit of the cliff, where it joins or coincides with a 
valley, which is terminated by the steep tiront of a rock. On 
the top of this rock grows a tree, called, in the language 
of the ancient inhabilants, Garse, i.e. Sacred or Holy Tree, 
which, for many years, has been preserved soimd, entire, and 
fresh. Its leaves constantly distil such a quantity of water 
as is sufficient to furnish drink to every living creature in 
Hierro ; nature having provided this remedy for the drought 
of the island. It is situated about a league and a half front 
the sea. Nobody knows of what species it is, only that it is 
called Til. It is distinct from other trees, and stands by it- 
self. The chxjumference of the trunk is about twelve spans; 
the diameter, four; and in height, from the ground to the top 
of the highest branch, forty spans. The oii'cnmference of all 
the branches together is one liundred and twenty feet. The 
branches are thick and extended ; the lowest commence about 
the height of an ell from the ground. Its fruit resembles the 
acorn, and tastes something like the kernel of a pine-nut, 
but is softer and more aromatic. The leaves of this tree 
resemble those of the laurel, but are larger, wider, and more 
curved: they come forth in a perpetual succession, so that 
the tree always remains green. Near to it grows a thorn, 
which fastens on many of its branches, and interweaves with 
them; and at a small distance from the Garsa are some 
beech-txees, bresos, and thorus. On the north side of the 
trunk are two large tanks, or cisterns, of rough stone, or 
rather one cistern divided, each half being twenty feet square, 
and sixteen spans In depth. One of these contains watar for 
the drinking of Ihe uihabitants, and tiie other that which they 
use for their cattle, washing, and such like purposes. Every 
morning, near this part of the ishind, a cloud or mist arises 
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from the bCb, which the aonth iija easterly winds force 
against the fore mentionad iteep olitf , so that the clond, 
having no vent but bv the guitar, gmduallv ascends it, and 
from thence advances ^lowlj to the extremity of the volley, 
where it is stopped tnii oheolied by the fVont of the roolc 
which terminates the valley, and then rests upon the thiclc 
leaves and wlde^preading branches ol the tree, from whence 
it distils in drops dnring the remainder ot tlie da> , until it is 
at length exhausted m the name manner that we see water 
dnp from the leaves of trees after a heavy shower of rain. 
Thi d tiDation is not peouliai- to the Garse, or Til, for the 
hreso whi hgrownearitlikewisedrop water! but, their leaves 
being but few and narrow, the quantity is so trifling, that, 
th ugh tb iiaUves save some of it, yet they make little or no 
accon t f any but what disdis ttom the Til ; which, together 
-w tb K water of some fouutains, and what is saved in the 
wi t eason, is sufficient t« serve them and theit flocks. This 
tre Ti Id most water In those years when the Levant, or 
t ly winds, have prevailed for a contmuance; for by these 
w nd ly the olonda or mists are drawn hither from the sea. 
A p n I ves on the spot near which this tree grows, who is 
appomted by the Council to take care of it and its water, and 
is allowed a house to live in, with a oertoin salary. He every 
day distributes to each iBmHy of the district seven pots or ves- 
sels full of water, besides what he gives to the principal people 

" Whether the tree which yields water at this present time 
he the same as that mentioned in the above description, I 
cannot pretend to detannlne : but it is probable there has been 
a succession of them ; for Pliny, descriliing the Fortunate Is- 
lands, says, ' In the mountains of Ombrion are trees resembling 
the plant Ferula, from which water may be procured by 
pressure. What comes from the black kind is bitter; hut that 
which the white yields is sweet and palatable.' " — ffins's Eis- 
tnrji of the Canary Jslatidi. 

Cordeyro (" Historia Insniana," lib. ii. o. 6.) says that this 
tree resembles what in other pkces is called the Til (Tilia), the 
Unden-tree ; and he proceeds, from Ihese three letters, to make 
it an emblem of the Trinity. The water, he says, was cajled 
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tha Agua, Santa, and the tree itself tte Sanla Arvare, — appel- 
lations not ill bestowed. According to his acoonnt, the water 
was delivered out in stated portions. 

There is an acconnt of a similar tree in Cocktmnie's Trayels; 
bat this I believe to be a work of fiction. Bernnl Dliu, tow- 
erer, mentions one as growing at Naco, in Honduras ! " Que en 
mitad de la siesta, por recio sol que hiziesse, pareoia qn« U 
sombra del arbol refreacava al coraaon, caia del uno como rozio 
muj delgado que oonfortava las cabazas." — 206. 

There may be some exaggeration in the aocouuts of the 
Fierro-traei but that the story has soma foundation, 1 have no 
doubt. The islanders of St Thomas say that tbej have a sort 
of txees whose leaves continually are distilling water. (" Barhot. 
rcble," 406.) It is oertiun that adawfallsin hot weather 



from the lune, — a fact of w 



a any person may e 



vince himself. The same property hi 

English trees, as appears by the following estiaot from the 

" Monthly Magazine ; " — 

" In the beginning of August, after a sunshiny day, tlie air 
became suddenly misty about six o'oloclt. I walked, however, 
by the roadside from seven to eight, aiid observed in many 
places that a shower of big drops of watw was failing nndar 
the large trees, although no rajn fell elsewhere. The road and 
patii continued dnsty, aud the field-gates showed no signs of 
being wotted by the mist. I have often noticed the Kke &ct, 



iVored: — Vll.ll,p. M. 

" A very distinguished son of Bramii, named Nared, beai* 
a strong resemblance to Hermes, or Mercury. He was a wise 
legislator, great m arts and in arms, an eloquent messenger of 
the gods, either to one another or to iavored mortals, and a 
musician of eiqnisita skill. His invention of the wno, or Indiaa 
lata, is thns dasorihsd in the poem entitled Maglia: 'Nared 
sat watching from time to time his hirgo mna, which, by the 
Impulse of the breeze, yielded notes that pierced successively 
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the regions of his ear, and proceeded by musical intervals.' " — 
Amoiic Saearckei: Sir W. JarMt. 

The mno ia an .^kilian harp. The people of Amboyna 
have a different kind of jEolion mBtriiment, which is thns 
described in the first account of D'Entrecasteaus's Vojage: 
" Being on the sea-shore, I heard some wind-instruments, the 
haraiony of which, though sometimeB very correct, was int«r- 
mixed with discordant notes that were by no means unpleosing 
These sounds, which were very musical, and formed fine ca- 
dences, seemed to come from such a distance, that I for some 
time imagmed the natives were having a, oonoert beyond the 
roadstead, near a myriaaietre from the spot where I stood. 
My ear was greatly deceived respecting the distance ; for I was 
not a hundred metres from the instrument. It was a bamboo, 
at least twenty metres in height, which had been fixed in a 
vertical situaljou by tlie seaside. I remarked between each 
knot a slit about three centimetres long by a centimetre and a 
halt wide: tlieae slits formed so many holes, which, when the 
wind introdnced Itself into them, gave agreeable and diversified 
Bounds. As the knots of this long bamboo were very nnmer- 
ous, care had been talten to make holes in different directions, 
in order that, on whatever side tlie wmd blew, it might always 
meet with some of theiu. I cannot convey a better idea of the 
sound of this instmmant than by comparing them to those of 
the harmonica." — LabUlardiii-e : Voyage in SeaitA of La 
Perosit. 

" Nareda, the mythological ofispring of Saraswati, pafroness 
of music, is famed for his talents ui that science. So great 
were they, that he became presumptuous ; aud, emalating the 
divine sttams of Kriehna, be was punished by having his nino 
placed in the paws of a bear, whence it emitted sounds far 
sweater than the minstrelsy of the mortified musician. I have 
apictureof this joke, inwhich Krishna is forcing his reluctant 
friend to attend to his rongh-visaged riva), who is ridiculously 
touching the chords of poor Nareda's mna, accompanied by a 
brother Brum on the cymbals. Krishna passed several practi- 
cal jokes on his humble and affecllOHate friend; he metamor- 
phosed him once into a woman, at another lime into abear." — 
Moore'e Mada Panlkeim, p. 204. 
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The laoifiee 

Thai should, lo sun and gods, proclaim kim Lord 
And Siweraga Master of the vaeml World. — TO. 11, p. 6T. 

" The Eiiisoo Yng, or Feaat of Elijahs, could only be per- 
formed by a monarch who had conquered ali Ibe other sove- 
reigns of the world," — ffalhed i Note to (Ae Life of Oreeshna. 



Sok Bajah, the OmmpoleiU below. — \n. 11, p. 6T. 



No person has given so conipl 
of Oriental titles as the Dutch t 
ration of the prond and blasp 
Siara. " They will hardly bear 
what ha calls, by a happy b 
tongue." 



sample of ths absurdity 

raveller Stmjs, in his enume- 

hemous titles of tha King of 

sense," says the translator, ia 

a idiotism of our 



" The A 



b Excellent, c 



e gold, being full 

ntajniug all wise 

the world among 

Certiun that ia in Heaven, Earth, 

t, and friendly Eoyal Word; 



of godlike glory. The 
sciences. The most Happy, whi 
men. The Best and 
and Hell. The grea 

whose powerfiil sounding properties and glorious fame 
through the world, as if the dead were laifiad by a godlike 
power, and wonderfully purged from ghostly and oorporul cor- 
rupt' At thl b th p* 'tu I d iar m dmir wi h 
pec Ij wh dgntjmybeh wifli mp red 

Prooeedh^ from fii dij II t m q bl mo"t 

m ght) and most 1 gh L d and yal Crow f G Id, 

d ra d w th rt f pre 0, t Th gre 

1 e,t, d m t godlik L rd f nnbl m bl So 1 Tl 
m t H ly see g rywh d pro g So reign f 

h yJdi h myttsdpgitar thro g d 
by troops of men ; which is the chief metropolis of the whole 
world, the royal throne of the earth, that is adorned wilb nine 
sorts of Efones and most pleasant valleys. He who guides the 
reins of the world, and has a house more than the Gods of line 
gold and of precious stones ; they the godlike Lords of thrones 
and of fine gold; the White, Bed, and Round-tayl'd Elephnnia, 
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which escBllBiit creatures are the uhiefest of tlie nine sorta 
of Gods. To DOna hath the divine Lord given, in whose hand 
is the victorious sword; who is like the fierj-anned God of 
Battails, to the most lUnstrione. 

"The second is as blasphemous as the first, thougli hardly 
swells so far out of sense. 

"The highest Faducco Sybt Sultan, Nelmobam Wei^ 

GACA, NeLMOCHADIN MAOIVirTHA, JoUKES OER EAUTEN 

Ali^ula ftlah, King of the whole world; who makes the 
water rise and flow. A King that is like a God, and shines 
like the sun at noonday. A King that gives a glance like the 
Moon when it is at full. Eleeted of God to he worthy as the North 
Star, bemg of the race and offspring of the great Alexander; 
with a great understanding, as around orb, that tumbles hither 
and tliitlier, able to guess at the depth of the great sen. A 
Eing that huh amended all the funerals of (he departed Siunts, 
and is as righteous as God ; and of such power, that all the 
world may come and shelter under his wings. A King that 
doth right hi all thin^, as the Eings of old have done. A 
Eing more liberal than all Kings. A Eing that hatli many 
mmea of gold that God hath lent him ; who hath built temples 
half gold and half brass; sitting upon a throne of pure gold, 
and of all sorts of pi-eoions stones. A King of the white Elephant, 
which Elephant is the King of all Elephanls, before whom many 
thousands of other Elephants must bow, and fall upon their 
knees. He whose eyes shine like the morning-star. A King 
Ihat hath Elephants with four teeth, red, purple, and pied. 
Elephants, ag, and a Byytenaques Elephant; for which God 
has given him many and divers sorts of apparel, wrought with 
most fine gold, ennobled with many precious stones; and, be- 
Bides these, so many Elephants used in battel, having harnesses 
of iron, their teeth lapt with steel, and then: harnesses laid 
over with shinmg brass. A King that has miiny hundred hoi-aas, 
whose trappings ate wrought with fine gold, and adorned with 
precious stones of every sort that are found in the universal 
world where the Sun shines, and these shod with fine gold; 
besides so many hundred horses that are used in war of every 
kind. A King who has all Emperors, Kings, Princes, and 
SoYoreigna in the whole world, from the rising to the gohig 
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down of the 9un, under subjection ; and anch a3 can obtain Ma 
favor are by him promoted to great honor; but, on the contrary, 
such us revolt he bums with fire. A King who can show the 
power of God, and whatever God has made. 

" And so, by this time, i hope yon have heard enough of a 
King of Elephants ajid Horses, though not a word of hia 



Tie Sacrifice. — VIH. p. 69. 

" The Aswamedha, or sacrifice of a horse. Considerable dif- 
ficulties usually attended that eereniony; for the conaeorated 
horse was to be set at liberty for a certain tune, and followed 
at a distance by the owner or his champion, who was usually 
one of his near kinamenj and, if any person should attempt 
t« stop it in its rambles, a battle must ioevitnbly ensue. Be- 
sides, as flie performer of a hundred Aswamedbas became equal 
to tlie God of the firmameiit, Indra was peipetually on the 
watch, and generally carried off the sacred animal by force or 
by fraud." — WifiTfrrf; Asiat. Ba. 

Mr. Halhed ^vea a very curious account of this remarkable 

" The Ashum-mced-Jugg does not merely consist in lh« 
performance of that ceremony which is open to tho inspection 
of the worid, — namely, bringing a horse and sacrificing hun, — 
but Ashnm-meed is to be taken in a mystic signification, as 
implying that the aacrificer must look upon bimaelf to be typi- 
fied in that horse, such as he shall be described, because Ihe 
religious duty of the Ashmn-meed-Jugg comprehends all those 
other raUgious duties, to the performance of which all the wise 
and holy dkact all thek actions, and by which all the sincere 
professors of every diflTerant fiiith aim at perfection. The 
mystic signification thereof is as follows; — 

" The head of that unblemished horse is the symbol of the 
morning; his eyes are the sun ; his breath, the wind ; his wide- 
opening mouth is the Bishwaner, or that innate warmth which 
Invigorates all the world I his hodytypifies one entire year; his 
back, paradise; his belly, the plains; hia hoofa, this earth; 
his sides, the four quarters of the heavens ; the bones thereof, 
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the intermBdiatB spaces between the fonr quarters; tlie rest of 
hie litnlx represent aU distinct rontter; the places where those 
limb meet h j nts, imply the mouths and halves of the 
mo h ulu I are called p«<S< (or fortnightsy; his feet sig- 
u ly night nnd day nnd night and day are of four kinds: 
1 Ihe nght and day of Birhma; 2. The night and day of 
angel 3 Tl e n ght and day of the world of the splriu 
of d a. ed an e lors 4. The night and day of mortals. 
The furfc dae pified in his foor feet. The rest of his 
bones are the constellations of the fixed stars, which are the 
tweniy-eight stages of the moon's course, called the lunar 
year; his flesh is the clouds; his food, the sand; his tendons, 
the rivar; his spleen and his liver, the mounbUns; the hair of 
his body, the vegetables, — and his long hair, the trees ; the 
fore part of his body typifies the first half of the day, and 
the hinder part the latter half; his yawning is the fiash of the 
lightning, and hie turning himself is llie thunder of the clond; 
his urine represents the rain, and his mental reflection is his 
o^ly speech. The golden vessels, which are prepared before 
the home is let loose, are the light of the day, and the place 
where those vessels are kept is a type of the Ocean of the 
East; the silver vessels which are prepared after the horte is 
let loose are the light of the night, and the place where those 
vessels are kept is a type of the Ocean of the West : these two 
sorts of vessels are always before and after the horse. The 
Arabian horse, whicli, on account of his swiftness, is called 
the Hy, is the performer of the journeys of angels; theTiyafl, 
which is of the race of Perslat. horses, is the performer of the 
journeys of the Eundherps, or good spirits ; the Wazba, which 
is of the race of the deformed Taiee horses, is the performer 
of the journeys of the Jins, or demons; and the Ashoo, which 
is of the race of Turkish horses, is tlie performer of (he jour- 
neys of mankind. This one horse, which performs these 
several services, on account of his four diiferent sorts of riders, 
obtains the fbur different appellations. The place where this 
horse remains is the Great Ocean, which signifies the Great 
Spirit of Perm-Atma, or the Univei-sai Soul, which proceeds 
also from that Perm-Atma, and is comprehended in the same 
Perm-Atma. The intent of this sacrifice is, that a miin should 
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consii^er himself to be in the place of tlmt horse, and iook upon 
ali these avHcies as typified in himself; and, conceiving llie 
Atnm, or Divine Soul, to be an ocean, should let all tbouglit of 
self be absorbed in that Atma." — BiBied, fnm Oaitd Shekuh. 
Compare this specimen of Eastern aubiimilj with the do- 
Bcriptlon of the horsa in Job. Compare it also with the 
account of the Bengal howes, m Uie very amnsing work of 
Capt. Williamson, — "which said horses," ha says, "have 
generally Koman noses, and sharp, narrow foreheads, much 
White in their eyes, ill-shaped ears, square heads, thin necka, 
narrow chests, shallow girths, lank hellles, oat hams, goose 
rranps, and switch tails." — fli-ietUfU Sporls, vol. ii. p. 309. 



>' The day and night are here divided into four quarters, each 
of six hours; and these again into fifteen parts, of twenty-fonr 
minutes each. For a chronomater they use a liind of dish of 
Ihin brass, at the bottom of which there is a little hole ; this a 
put into a vessel with water, and it runs full in a certain time. 
They begin their first quarter at six in the morning. They 
strike the quarters and subdivisions of time, with a wooden 
hammer, upon a flat piece,of iron or steel, of aljout ten inches 
hi diameter, which is called a ffomia!, and gives a pretty smart 
sound, which can be heard at some distance. The quarters 
are first struck, and then as many times as tlie brass dish has 
run full in that quarter. None but the chief men of a district 
are allowed to have a aornini; and still tliey may not strike the 
first division of the first quarter, which is a privilege resei-ved 
t« the natiob alone. Those who attend at these clocks must be 
of the Brsmin oast." — Stavorima. 



Creeps upUt mil. — VIIL 7, p. 73. 
" They make a sort of paste of the dust of a cert^n sort 
wood (the learned and rich men, of sandal, eagle wood, and 
hers that are odoriferous); and of tliis paste they make 
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sticks of several sorts, drawing them through a hole, tTiat they 
may be of an eqnal thiobnass. They commonly make them 
one, two, or three yards long, about the thickness of a goose- 
quilt, to bnm in the pagods be(brB thsir idols, or tj) use like a 
match to convey Bre from one thing lo another. These sticks 
or ropes they coii, beginning at the centre, and so form a, 
spiral, conical figure, Hko a fisherman's wheelj so that tlie 
last circle shall be one, two, or three spans in diameter, and 
will last one, two, or three days, or more, according as it is in 
thickness. There are of thetn in the temples, that laet ten, 
twenty, and thirty days. This thing is hnng op by the centre, 
and is Ugbted at the lower end, whence the fire gently and 
insensibly runs round all the colt ; on which there are generally 
five marks, to distinguish the five parts of the night. This 
method of measniing time is so exact and true, that they 
scarce ever find any considerable mistake in it. The learned 
travellers, and all others who will rise at a certain hour to 
tbilov their business, hang a Uttle weight at the mark that 
shows the hour they have a mind to rise at, which, when the 
fire comes thither, drops into a brass basin set under it ; and 
BO the noise of it falling awakes them, as our alarum-clocks 
do." — GeiBeBi CSwert. 



And night closed in before the mtrt of death lona done. 

VIII. 11, p. 76. 

Of such massacres, the ancient and modem history of the 
East supply but too many examples. One may suffice ; — 

"Alter the snrrander of the libars Khan, Nadir prohibited 
his soldiers from molesting the inhabitants; but their rflpiicity 
was more powerful than their habits of obedience, or even 
their dread of his displeasure ; and they accordingly began to 
plunder. The instant Nadir heard of their disobedience, he 
ordered the offenders tobe brought betbre him; and the officers 
were beheaded in his presence, and the private soldiers dis- 
missed with the loss of their ears and noses. The executioners 
toiled till sunset; when he commanded the headless trunks 
with tbe^r arms to be carried to the main^uard, and there to 
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bo exposed for two days, as nn exampla to others. I waa 
present the whola tjme, and saw the wonderful himd of God, 
which employs such inatniinents for the executioa of his 
divine vengeance. Although not one of the esecutionara was 
satisfied with Nadir Shah, yet nobody dared to disobey his 
commnnds: a father beheaded hie son, and a brother a brother, 
and yet presumed not to complain." — Abdul Kmi'era. 



"The plane-tree, tliat species termed the Plaianm Oi-ie^itaSs, 
is commonly oultdvaled in Cashmere, where it is said to arrive 
at a greater perfection than in other coontries. This tree, 
which in most parts of Asia is called the chiaur, grows to the 
aiie of an oak, and has a taper, straight trunk, with a silver- 
colorsd bark; and its leaf, not unlilia an expanded hand, is of 
a pale green. When In full foliage, it has a grand and beauti- 
ful appearance; and, in the hot weather, it affords a refreshing 
shade," — ForsHr. 

" The pandal is a kind of arbor or bower raised betbre the 
doors of young married women. They set up two or three 
poles, seven or eight feet in length, round which the leaves of 
the pisan-tree, the symbol of joy, are intwined. These poles 
support others that are laid crossways, which are covered with 
leaves, in order to form a shade. The Siriperes tae allowed 
to set up no mora than three pillars ; and the infringing of 
this custom would be sufficient t« causi 
A. Roger, in Pkart. 



The mirhet-Jli,g. — 1X. «. p. 78. 

" Many villages have markets on particular days, when no 

only fruits, grain, and the common necessaries of life, are sold 

but occasionally manttlactures of vaj'iot^a descriptions. Thesi 
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markeCs are well known to till the neighboring country, being 
on appointed days of the week, or of the Innar month : bnt, 
to remind those who miiy be tnivelline of their vicinity Co tiie 
maaoB of. supply, a naugawah, or large kettle-dmm, ia beat 
during the forenoon; and a aniall iiag, uaaally of wbite linen, 
with some symbolical figures In colors or with a colored iior- 
der, is hoisted on a very long bamboo, kept upright by means 
of ropes fustened to pins driven into the ground. The tings of 
Hindoo Tilluges are genendly square and p^ain : those of the 
Mussulman's towns are ordinarily triangular, and bear the type 
of their religion; viz., a double-bladed cimeter." — 0''ienla{ 
Bpai-la, vol. i, p. ]00, 



The bufahes rttreat IX. 7, p. 79. 

"About noon, in hot weather, the buffalo throws herself 
into the water or mud of a tank, if there be one accessible at 
a convenient distancB; and, leaving nothing almve water bnt 
her nose, continues there for five or six hours, or until the 
heat abates." — Buthraiun, 

" lu the hot season, when water becomes very scarce, the 
bnffiiloes avail themselves of any puddle they may find aiuong 
the covers, wherein they roil and rub themselves, so as in a 
very short tune Co change what was at first a shallow flat into 
a deep pit, sufficient lo conceal ihelr own bulk. The humidity 
of (he soil, even when the water may liove evaporated, ia 
particularly gratifying to tliese animals, which cannot bear 
heal, and which, if not indulged iii a, free access to the water, 
never thrive." — OiHenM ^rti, vol. 1. p. 259. 

"The buffalo not only delimits in the water, but will not 
thrive unless it have a svrump to wallow in. There, rolling 
themselves, they speedily work deep hollows, wherein they 
lie immersed. No place seems fo delight the bntfalo more 
than the deep verdure on the confines of jlels and marshes, 
especially if surrounded by tiUl grass, so as to Btford conceal- 
ment and shade, white the body is covered by the water. In 
such sitoatious they seem to enjoy a perfect ecstasy, having, 
in general, nothing above the surface but their eyes and nos 
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trila ( the homa being kept loiv down, and, conseqnantly, 
enHrely hidden from view." ~ Ibid. vol. ii. p. 49. 

Ciipt. Benver describas these animiils (is to ba found, during 
the heat of the day, in the creeka and on the shpres of the 
Island of Bulama, almost totslly immerged in water, little 
more than their heads appearing above it. 



Mounl Mera. — X. p. 83. 

"According to the orthodox Hindus, the globe is divided 
into two hemispheres, both called Meru; but the superior 
hemisphere is distinguished by the nama of Sumeru, which 
implies beauty and excellence, in opposition to the lower hemi- 
Bphere, or Cumaru, which signifies the reverse. By Mern, 
■wlUioot any adjmict, they generally mean the higher or north- 
am hemisphere, which they describe, with a profusion of poetic 
imagery, as the seat of delights j while they represent Cnmem 
as the dreary habitation of demons, in some porta intenseiy 
cold, and in others ao hot that the waters are continually boil- 
ing. In strict propriety, Mem denotes the pole and the polar 
regions: but it is the celestial north polo round which they 
place tha gardens and metropolis of ludra; wiiile Yama holds 
his court in the opposite polar circle, or the stadon of the 
Asoras, who warred with the Suras, or gods of the flrmnment." 
— Wilford; Asiatic Seaearchet. 

"In the "Vaya Purani," we are t«ld that the water, or 
ogha, of the ocean, coming down irom heaven like a stream 
of Amrita npon Meru, ancireles it through seven channels, fiir 
the space of eighty-four tboosand ynjimot, and then divides 
Into four streams, which, fBlling from the immense height of 
Ueru, rest themselves in four lakes, from which they spring 
over the mountains throDghtha air, .just brushing the sammite. 
This wild account was not unknown in the Weat; for this paa- 
saga is translated almost verbally by Pliny and Q. Curtius, tn 
speaking of the Ganges: ' Cam magna frngm-e ipsiai slalim 
finUis Oangei ettaitiHl, at magnomm montium juga recto alveo 
Stringit, et uM pinaim mo!lia-planiliei coiUiagiii, in qaodom laeu 
fuapialto:' The words in Italics are from Pliny (vL o. 18}; 
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the others, from Curtius (vili. c. 9):' — JMd. vol. viii. p. Z12, 
Calcutta edition. 

"The Swargsnga, or Mandacini, rises from under the feet 
of Viahuu, at the polar star; aud, passing through the circlaof 
the moon, it falls upon th« summit of Meru, where it divides 
into four streams, flowing towards the four cardinal points. 
These four bnuiohcs pass through four rooks, carved into the 
shape of four heads of difierent animals. The Ganges, running 
tatraiiA the south, passes through a cow's head; to the west 
is a horse'9 head, from which flows the Chaasha, or Oxus ; 
towards the enst is the head of an elephant, from which flows 
the river Sita; and to the north is a iion's head, from which 
flows the Bluuirasama." — Ibid. vol. viii. p. 3IT, Calcutta edi- 
Uon. 

" The mountains through which the Ganges flows at Hurd- 
yiar present the spectator with the view of a pand natural 
amphitheatre; their appearance is rn^ed, and dastilulfl of 
verdure. They run, in ridges and bluff points, in a direction 
east and west. At the back of the largest range, rise, towering 
to the clouds, the lofty mountains of Himalaya, whose tops 
are covered with perpetual snow, which, on clear days, present 
a most sublime prospect. Their large jagged masses, broken 
into a variety of Irregular shapes, added to their stupandoaa 
height, impress the mmd with an idea of antiquity and gran- 
deur oo-eval with the creation; and the eternal frost with which 
they are inorusted appears to preclude the possibilitj of mor- 
tal: ever attaining their summit. 

"In viewing this ^and spectacle of nature, the traveller 
may easily yield his assent to, and pardon the superstitious 
veneration of, the Hindoo votary, who, in the fervor of his ima- 
gination, assigns the summit of these icy regions as the abode 
of the great Molindeo, or First Cause, where, seated on hia 
throne of ice, he is supposed to receive the homage of the 
surrounding auiverse." — /VaiuHia'a Life 0/ George ThomBt, 

p. a. 

" At Gang6ttara, three small streams fall down from im- 
passable snowv precipices, and unite into a small basin below, 
which is considered by the Hindoos as tlia source of the 
Ganges, over which, at that place, a man can step. This in 
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one of the five lirlhns, or ats 
the rest upon this saored ri 
thie aoconat, hud visited it." — BBthaaaa, 

" The moQntiuQ called Cailasa Cangri is exceedingly lofty. 
On its summit there is e. Bhowjputr-tree, from the root of 
which sprouts or gushes a smsll strenm, which the people say 
is the source of Iho Ganges, and that it comes from Vaicont'ha, 
or Heaven, es is also related in the Puranss; although this 
source appears Co th« sight to flow from the spot ivh«re grows 
this Bhowjputr-tree, which is at an ascent of some miles; and 
yeC iihov« this there is a still loftier summit, where no one goes. 
But I have heard, that, on tliat appermoat pinnacle, there is a 
ibuntain or cavity, to which a Jogai somehow penetrated, who 
having immersed his little finger in it, it beoama petrified." — 
Purdna Poora i Asiatic Re$earthet. 

" Respecting the true source of the Ganges, much uncer- 
tainly still pravaiis. In vain one of the moat powerful sove- 
reigns of Hindostan, the Kmperor Aebar, at the close of the 
sixteenth century, sent a number of men, an army of dis- 
covererB, provided with every necessary, and the most potent 
tecommandations, to esplore the oonrsa of the mighty river 
which adorned and fertiliied the vast extent of his dominions. 
They were not able to penetrate beyond Ihe famous Miuth iff 
the 0)a. This is an immense aperture, In a ridge of tlie moun- 
tains of Thibet, to which ti^e natives of India have given this 
appellation, from the fancied or real resemblance of the rocks, 
which form the aiupenrfous chasm, to the month of an animal 
esteemed sacred throughout Hindostan from the remolest anti- 
quity. From this opening, the Ganges, precipitating itself into 

cataract, which ia called Gangotri. The impracticability of 
sealing these precipitous rocks, and advancing beyond this 
formidable pass, has prevented the tracing whence this rushing 
mass of water takes its primary rise." — Wilcixke: JVule (o 



The biflk 0/ Gaagei. — X, 2, p. 84. 
ebted to Sir William Jones's " Hymn to Ganga" 
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Wbilfl Pirvati, to gaiu & bDoa, 
Fixed an his Lucks a 1x4mij moun, 
And hid Ws frgntol aje la Jocund play, 



The desceiU of the Gangaa ie related in the " RimajTiiia, 
one of the most celebrated of the sacred books of the Bramins. 
This work the encellert and learned Baptist missionaries at 
Serarapore are at this time employed in printing and truns- 
liiOiig. One YOlurne has arrived In Europe; and from it I am 
tempted here to insart an extract of considerablo length. The 
render will be less disposed to condemn the fictions of " Keha^ 
ma, " as extmvHgant, when he compares them with this genuine 
specimen of Hindoo fable. He will peroeivt 



i importnno 



inted to the Horse of the 



Suctifice in the poem. 

" Tlie son of Kooshifca, having, in mellifluous accents, re- 
lated tliese things to Kama, again addressed the deEccnilBnt of 
Kakootiiha: ' Formerly, O iiero! there was a king of Hyood- 
hya, niuned Sugura, the sovereign of men, virtuous, desirous 
of ciiildreu, but childless. Kuma! the daughter of Vidur- 
bhakeshiuee, virtuous, attached to truth, was hia chief consort; 
and the daughter of Urishtunemi, Soomnti, nnequalled in 
beauty, his second spouse. With these two consorts, the great 
king, going to Himuvat, engaged in sacred austerities on the 
mountain in whose sacred stream Blirigoo constantly bathed. 
A hundred years being completed, the sage Bhrigoo, clothed 
with tmtli, rendered propitious by bis austerities, granted him 
this blessing: " sinless uuel thou siialt obtain a most nume- 
rous progeny ; thyfiune, O chief of men 1 will be unparalleled 
in the universe. From one of thy consofcs, O sire ! shall spring 
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the foimder of tbj race; and, from the other, sisty thouaand 

>" The qneeDB, plessed, approached Che cliief of men who 
was thus speaking, ajid, with hands reBpectfully joined, asked, 
"O Eramin! whose bIihII be the one son, and who shol] pradncB 
the multitude? We, Bramiiil desire to hear. May thy 
words he verified!" Hearing their request, the most virtuous 
Bhrigoo replied in these admirable words: " Freely siiy whicli 
of these favors ye desire, — whetlier the one, founder of the 
fiaiiilyi or the multitude of valiant, renowned, etieigatic sons." 
Bama, sou of Bughoo! Eeshinee, hearing the wards of the 
sage, in the presence of the king aeeepted the one son, 
the founder of the family; and Soomuti, sister of Soopuma, 
accepted the sixty thousand sons, active and renowned. The 
king, sou of Kughoo ! having respectfully circnmnrabnlated 
the sage, bowing the head, returned with hi6 spouses to his 

" ' After some time luid elapsed, his eldest sponse Kestiinee 
hore to Sngura a son, named XJaumnnja; and Soomuti, 
cliief of men ! hrouglit forth a gourd, from wbich, on its being 
opened, came forth sixty thousand sons. Those, carefully 
brought up by their nurses, in jars filled with clarified buttar, 
in process of time attidned the staia of youth ;• and, after a 
long period, the sixty thousand sons of Sugura, possessed of 
youth and beauty, became men. The eldest son, tlie oftipring 
of Sugura, sou of Rughool chief of men, seizing cliildrBu, 
would throw tiiem into the waters of the Suruyoo, and sport 
himself with their drowning pangs. This evil person, the 
distresser of good men, devoted to the injury of the citizens, was 
by his father expelled from the city. The son of Usumunja, 
the heroic Tlngsliooman, in oonversalion courteous and affec- 
tionate, was esteemed by all. 

"'After a long time, chief of menl Sugura formed the 
steady resolve, " I will perform a sacrifice." Versed in 

* The niudoos odl B chiia ioln till it attains the age of SttMU 
jeara olj. From (he sLstwnth jair Id the Bftifth. y<,uci^<-«, or a BlaW 
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irificlal work, began 
to prepare the Bacrifice.' 

"Hearing the words of Viahwa-mitni, tbe son of Buglioo, 
highly gratified In the midst of the stoiy, addressed the snge, 
bright as the ardent flame, ' Peace lie \o thee ! I desire, Bra- 
miul to hear this story at large, how my predecessors per- 
formed the sacrifice.' Hearing bis words, Vishwa-miira, 
smiling, pleasantly repUed lo Rama; ' Attend, then, Bamai 
to i]ie story of Sugra^ repeated at full length. Where the 
great mountain Himuvat, the happy Rither-in-la« of Sbuiikuia, 
and the mountain Bindhyo, overlooking the country around, 
proudly vie with each other, there was the sacrifice of the 
great Sugura performed. That land, sacred and renowned, is 
the habitation of Bakshnses. At the command of Sugura, the 
hero Ungshooman, Rama! eminent in archery, a mighty 
charioteer, was the attendant (of the horse • ). While the king 
was performing the sacrifice, a serpent, assuming the form of 
Unnnta, roee from the eartb, and seized the sacrificial horse. 
The saciificial victim being stolen, all the priests, son of 
Eughoo! going to tbe kbig, said, " Thy consecrated horse has 
been stolen by some one in the form of a serpent. Kill the 
thief, and bring back the sacred horse. This interruption In 
the sacrifice portends evil to us all. Take those steps, king ! 
which may lead to tbe completion of the sacrifice." Having 
heard the advice of his instructors, the king, calling his sisty 
thousand sons into the assembly, said, "I perceive that the 
Rakshuses have not been to tills great sacrifice. A sacrifice of 
tbe Kngas is now performing by the sages ; and some god, hi the 
form of a serpent, has stolen the devoted horse. Whoever 
he be, who, at the time of the Deeksba, has been the cause of 
this afflictive circumstance, this unhappy event, whether he 
he gone to Patala, or whether he remain in the waters, kill 
him, Osonsl and bring back my vicUm. May success attend 
you, O my sons! At my command, traverse the sea-girt earth, 
digging with mighty labor, till you obtain a sight of the horse; 
each one piercing the earth to the depth of a yojuna, go you 
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in search of him who stole the SRcred horse. Being conse- 
crated by the Deeksha, 1, with mj- grandson and my teachere, 
will remain with the sacrifice unfinished, Oil 1 again belioldmy 
devoted horse." 

" ' Thus instmoted by their Either Sngura, they, in obedience 
to him, went with cheerful mind, O Kama! to the iHittom of 
the earth. The strong ones having gone over the earth with- 
out obtaining e sight of the horse, each of these mighty men 
pierced the eartli, to the depth of a yojuna, with their mighty 
arm, the stroke of which resembled the thunderbolt. Pierced 
by Kooddnlas,* by Farighas,t by ShooIaE,^ by MooehQlas,^ 
and Shuktls,|[ the earth cried out as in darkness. Then 
arose, Kaghuval a dreadful cry of the serpents, the Usooras, 
the Rakshuses, and other creatures, as of tieings suffering 
death. These angry youths, son of Rughool dug the earth 
even to I'ataja, to the extent of aisty thousand yojunas. 
Thus, prince! the sons of the sovereign of men traTersed 
Jumboodweepa, enclosed with monntalns, di^ng wherever 
they came. The gods now, with the Gandhnrwus and the 
great serpents, struck with astonishment, went all of them to 
Bruhma; and, bowing even to the foot of the great spirit, they, 
iUl of terror, with dejected conntenance, addressed him thus: 
" Deva 1 divine one 1 the whole earth, covered with 
mountains and woods, with rivers and continents, the sons of 
Sugura are now digging up. By thase dicing, Bruhma! 
the mightiest beings are killed. This is the stealer of our 
consecrated victims; by this (fellow) our horse was talten 
away." Thus saying, these sous of Sagura destroy all crea- 
tures. most powerful! having heard this, it becomes thee 
tfl interpose, before these hor^e-seekers destroy all thy crea- 
tures endued with life.'" 

Thus far the tliirty-seoond section, describing the digging 
of earth. 
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SECTION TUIRTY-THBEE. 
" ' Hearing the words of the gods, tlie divine Bruhma replied 
to these affrighted ones, stupefied witli the Yumii-like power 
of these youths! " Tiie wise Vasoo-deva, the great Mndhnva, 
who claims the earth for his aponse, — that divins one, residing 
in the fortn of Kupila, supports the earth. By the fire of his 
wrath he will destroy the sons of the king. This piercing of 
Che earth must, I suppose, be pereeived hy him, and he will 
(efiflot) the destmotion of the louK-siglited sons of Sugnia," 
T h liree gods,* enemy-subduing, having heard tlie 
w d B uhiiia, returned home full of joy. The sons of 
Sugura h ily renowned, thus digging the earth, a sound was 
p d esembling that of conflicting elements. Having 

n mp d and penetrated the whole earth, the sons of 
Sng rning to their father, said, " The whole earth has 

b rsed hy na; and all the powerful gods, the Danuvas, 

the Rakshuses, the Pishacbas, the serpents, and hydras are 
killed; t but we have not seen thy horse, nor the thief. What 
shall we do? Success be to thee! Be pleased to determine 
what more ia proper." The virtuous king, having heard the 
worde of his sons, son of Rnghool angrily replied, "Again 
commence digging. Havhig penetrated the earth, and tbond 
the stealer of the horse, having accomplished yotir intention, 
return again." Attentive to the words of their father, the 
great Sugura, the sixty thousand descended to Palala, and 
there renewed their digging. There, O chief of men! they 
saw the elephant of that quarter of the globe, in size resem- 
bUng a mountain, with distorted eyes, supporting with his head 
this earth, with its mountains and forests, covered with varions 
countries, and adorned with numerous cities. When, for the 
sake of rest, Kakootsbal the great elephant, through dis- 
tress, refreshes himself by movmg his head, an earthquake is 
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"'Hiiving respectfully ciroumHinbHlaled this mighty ele- 
phant, gunrdlan of the qnarter, they, Kama! praising him, 
penetrated into PataJa. After they had thus penetrnted the 
east quarter, they opened their way to the south. Hera they 
saw that great elephant Muha-pudmu, equal lo a huge moun- 
tain, sUBtiuning the earlh with his head. Beholding him, they 
were filled with surprise; snd, after the usual drcumambu- 
lation, tbe sixty thousand sons of the great Sugura perforated 
the west quarter. In this these mighty ones saw the elephant 
Soumunusa, of equal size. Haring respeotllilly sainted him, 
imd inquired respecting his health, these valiant ones, digging, 
arrived at the nortli. In thia quarter, chief of Rughoo ! they 
saw the snow-white elephant Bhudra, snpporUng this earth 
with his heaatiful body. Ciccnmnmbulnting him, they again 
penetrated the earth ; and, proceeding north-east to that re- 
nowned quarter, all the sons of Sugura, through anger, 
pierced the earth ^ain. There all those magnanimous ones, 
terrible in swiftness, and of mighty prowess, saw Knpiln, Vasoo- 
deva the eternal,* and near him the horse feeding. Filled, 
son of Raghoo I with unparalleled joy, they all, Itnowing him 
to be the stealer of the horse, with eyes starting with rage, 
seizing their spades and their hmgalai, and even trees and 
stone8,rantowards him full of wrath, calling out, "Stop! stop! 
thou art the stealer of our sacrificial horse ! Thou stupid one ! 
know that we who have found thee are the sons of Hughoo." 
Kupila, filled with excessive anger, nttered from his nostrils a 
loud sound; and instantly, Kakootsha! by Knpila of immea- 
surable power were all the sons of Sugum turned to a heap 

Thus far the tiiirtj-lhird section, describing the interview 
with Kupila. 
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ous by his own might: "Tiiou art a hero, possessed of scienoa, 
in prowess equal to thy predecessors. Search out the fats of 
thy palarnal relatives, and the parson by whom tha horse was 
Btoien, that we may avenge ourselves on these subterrnneons 
beings, powerful and great. Take thy cimeter and how, 
lielovedonel and, finding out thy deceased piitenial relativaa, 
destroy my adrerstiry. The proposed end being thus accom- 
plished, return. Bring me happily through this sacrifice." 

"'Thns partioalariy addressed by the great Sugura, Ung- 
shoomin wff and piwerful, taking his how and cimeter 
depurted Urged by tha king, the chief of men traversed 
the sub B aneous roi d dug by hia great ancestors. There the 
might a saiW the elephant of the quarter, adorned by 
th dthD asdRkI the Fisluichas, the 

bl d d h pe t H g rcmnambulated him, and 

asked g h w If re U g i oomeo inquired for his 

pat I I t es d th teal t th sa red victim. The 
mgl y 1 ph t ft! quart harm plied, "0 son of 
Uumujal h vilt mpli h th t Uon, and speedily 

re with thhrs H h\rdth,he with due re- 

pe t q d galar f all the elephants of 

th qa rs H 1 1 y 11 th »e g dians of the eight 

d f th rth oq t d w th p h, and eminent in 
1 qa n h was told Th u w It n with the horse." 
Upo th ragi g d I t h iftly went to the 

pi wh re I h p t mal 1 t th eons of Sugura, 

red d t h p f ash (At Ih gh ), the son of Usu- 
mnnj wl 1 ed h "i -ow nt of their death, 

d w h Cfls fgr f I IhiB tat of grief, the chief 
of men buheld, g.iuiing near, the sacrifielaJ horse. The illus- 
trious one, desiioua ol performing the funeral ohseqnies of 
these sons of the king, looked around for a receptacle of water, 
butinviun. Extending his enger view, he saw, Rama! the 
sovereign of birds, the uccle of his paternal reladves, Soo- 
puma, in size resembling a monntain. Vinnteya, of mighty 
prowess, addressed him thns ; " Grieve not, chief of men 1 
This slaughter is approved by the universe. These great ones 
were reduced to ashes by Kupila of nnmaasurable might. It 
is not proper for thee, O wise one! \o pour common water 



II by Google 



upon these nslies, Gunga fhkf of men' is the eldest 
dangliter of HimoTit. Witli her snored Btrenin vnliant 
one! parform the funersl ceremoniea for thme ance5tor3 If 
the purifier of the world flovf on tliem reduced to a Uenp of 
aslies, tliese ashes being wetted h\ Gunga, the illuminator 
of the world, the sixty thouBKud snm of thy gra dt tlier will 
be received into hearen. Maj Buccess attend thee' Brmg 
Gungft to the eiirth from the residence of the godi If thoo 
act able, chief of tnen ! possessor of the ample shnra let the 
descent of Gunga be aocomplislied by thee, liike the borae, 
and go forth. It is thine, horol for to oompLele Hie great 
paternal sacrifice." 

" ' Having heard these words of Soopuma, Ungshooman, the 
heroic, speedily seizing the horse, returned. Then, son of 
Bnghool being oorae tolhe king, who was still performing the 
initiatory ceremonies, he related to him the wliole affah, and 
the advice of Soopuma. 

" ' Atler hearing the terror4nspWng relation of Ungshooman, 
the king finished the saorifiee, in enact conformity to the tenor 
and spirit of the ordinance. Having finished his sacrifice, the 
sovereign of the earth returned to bis palace. The king, how- 
ever, was unable to devise any way for the descent of Gunga 
fi«m heaven. After a long time, nnable to fis upon any 
method, he departed to heaven, having reigned thirty thousand 
years. 

" ' Sugnra having, Rama ! paid the debt of nature, the 
people chose Ungshooman, the pious, for their sovereign, 
Ungshooman, O son of Rughoo I was a very great monarch. 
Hia son was called Dwileepn. Having placed him on the 
throne, he, O Bugbuva! retiring to the pleasant top of Mount 
Himuvat, performed the most severe austerities. This excel- 
lent sovereign of men, ilinstrious as the unmortnls, was ei- 
ceedingly desirous of the descent of Gunga ; but, not obtaining 
his wish, the I'enowned monarch, rich in sacred austerities, 
departed to heaven, after having abode in the forest sacred to 
austerities thirty-two thousand years. Dwileepa, the highly 
energetic, being made acquainted with the slanghter of his 
paternal great-uncles, was overwhelmed with grief, but was 
Bttil unable to fix upon a way of deliverance. " How shall I 
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aioomplisli the descent of Gungn? Hnw shall I perform the 
fuuenil sblations of these relatives'? How shall I deliver 
them?" In such coj^tnElons was his mind constantly en gii^d. 
While these ideas filled the mind of the king, thoroughly 
acquainted with snered duties, there was bom to him a most 
Tirtaous EOD, cnlled Bhugee-rutha. The illostrious king Dwi- 
laepa performed many sacrifices, and governed the kingdom 
for thirty thousand years; but, chief of men ! no way of 
obtaining the deliveranoa of his ancestors appearing, he, by a 
disease, di^harged the debt of natttre. Having installed his 
own son, Bhngee-rutha, in the kingdom, the lord of men de- 
parted to the paradise of ludra, through the merits of his own 

" ' The pious, ihe royal sage, Bhngee-rutha, son of Rng- 
] 00 w hildless. Desirous of offspring, yet childless, the 
gr narch intmsted the kingdom to the care of bis couii- 

11 rs and, luring his heart set on obtaining the descent of 
G ga, gnged in a long course of sacred austerities npon 
h m in Goknma. With hands erected, he, O son of 

Eoghoo urrounded in the hot season with five fires,* acoord- 

g to Ih prescribed ordinance, in the cold season lying in 
n and in the rainy season exposed to the descending 

I d f ding on fallen leaves, with his mind reeb^ned. and 
hi 1 feeUngs subdued, this valiant and great king con- 

d thousand years in the practice of the inost severe 
austerities. The magnanimous monarch of mighty arm hav- 
ing finished this period, the divine Bmhma, the lord of crea- 
tures, the supreme governor, was highly pleased; and with 
the gods, going near to the great Bhngee-rutha, employed in 
aaored austeritleB, said to him, " I am propitioos. performer 
of sacred vows ! ask a blessing." The mighty, the illuslrions 
Bhngee-ruUia, with hands respectfully joined, replied to the 
sire of all, " divine one! if thou art pleased with me, if 
the IVnit of my austerities may be granted, let all the eons of 
Sugtwa obtain water for their funeral rites. The ashes of the 
great ones being wetted by the water of Gunga, let a]l my 
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ancestors asoeno to tlie eteriiel heaven.* Let a child, divine 
one ! be granted to ns, that our family become not extinct. 
god I let this great blessing be granted to the faiuily of 
UuhwHkoD." The venersble sire of all replied to the king 
thus requesting in the sweetest and most pleasing accents: 
" Bhugee-rutha, thou mighty charioteer, l>e this great wish of 
thine heart accomplished 1 Let prosperitj' attend thee, thou 
increaser or the family of IkEhwakoo! Engage Hara, Oking! 
to receive (in her descent) Uunga, the eldest danghter of the 
monntoin Himuvnt. The earth, O kingi cannot sustaon 
the descent of Gunga; nor, beside Shoolee,t do I behold any 
one, O kingl able to receive her." The creator, having thus 
replied to the king and spoken to Gunga, returned to heaven 
vith Maoroots and all tbe gods.' " 

Thus far the thirty-fourlli section, describing the gift of the 
blessing to Bhugee-rutha. 

SECTION THIRTY-FITB. 
"'Pruja-puti being gone, Bhugee-rutha, Kama! with u])- 
lifted imn, without support, without a helper, immovable as a 
dry tree, and feeding on air, remained day and night on the tip 
of his great toe upon the afflicted earth. A full year having 
now elaped, the husband of Ooma, and the lord of animals, 
who is reverenced by all worlds, said to the king, " i am propi- 
tious to thee, chief of men I 1 viiU accomplish thy utmost 
desire." To him the sovereign replied, " Hnra! receive 
Gunga." 8hurga,i thus addressed, replied, "I will perform 
thydesirei I will receive her on my head, the daughter of the 
moantwn." Muheshwura then, mounting on the summit of 
Himnvat, addressed Gunga, the river flawing in the ether, say- 
ing, "Descend, Gunga!" The eldest daughter of Himuvat, 
adored by the universe, having heard tbe words of the lord of 
Ooma, was filled with anger, and assuming, Kama! a form 
of amazing size, with insupportable celerity fell from the fur 
upon the auspicious head of Shiva. The goddess Gunga, 
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irraaistible, thou^t wilhin herself, •' I will tear down Shnnknra 
with my stream, and enter Patala." The divine Hura, thu 
three-ejed god, was aware of her proud resolution, and, being 
angry, determined to prevent her design. The purifier, fktlen 
upon the sacred head of Roodra, was detained, Bamal in 
the recesses of the orh of his Juta, resembling Himuvat, and 
was unable, by the greatest efforts, to descend to the earth. 
From the borders of the orb of his Juta, the goddea could not 
obtain regress, but wandered there for many aeries of years. 
Thus situated, Bhugee-mtha beheld her wandering there, and 
again engaged In severe austerities. 

'"With these austerities, son of Hughool Hura, being 
greatly pleased, dischai^ed Gunga towards the lalte Vindoo. 
In her flowing forth, sBvon streams were produced. Three of 
these streams,' beauOful, filled with water, conveying happi- 
ness, Hladinee,t Pavunee,t and Nnlinee,^ dheol«d their course 
eastward; while Soochukohoo,|| Seeta,l[ and Sindhoo," three 
pellucid mighty rivers, flowed to the west- The seventh of 
these streams followed King Bhugee-rutha. The royal sage, 
the illustrious Bhugee-rutha, seated on a resplendent car, 
led the way, wliile Gunga followed. Pouring down from the sky 
upon the head of Shunknra, and afterwards upon the earth, 
her streams rolled along with a shrill sqpnd. The earth was will- 
ingly chosen by the fellen fishes, the turtles, the porpoises, and 
the birds. The royal sagas, the Gnndhurvas, the Yukshaa, 
and the Siddhas, beheld her falling from the ether to the earth; 
yea, the gods, immeasurable in power, filled with surprise, 
came thither with chariots resembling a city, horses and ele- 
phants, and Utters, desirous of seeing the wonderful and 
[mparalleled descent of Gunga into Ihe world. Irradiated by 
the descending gods, and the splendor of their ornaments, the 
cloudless atmosphere shone with the splendor of a hundred 
suns; while, by the uneasy porpoises, the serpents, and the 

• UtflraLLj, thrw Oungis. Wherever a part of Gnnga flnita, it ia 
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fislies, ftie air vim coruscated as with lightning. Through 
the white foam of the waters, spreading iu a Ihonsand direc- 
tions, and the Sights of wnt«r-fawl, the atmosphere Bppenred 
filled with autumnal clouds. The water, pare Irom defilement, 
felling from the head of Shunkura, and thence to the earth, 
ran in some places with it mpirl stream, in others in a tortDoug 
current; here widely spreading, there descending intji caverns, 
and Bgahi spouting upwRrd. In some places it moved slowly, 
stream uniting with stream ; while, repelled in others, it rose 
upwards, and again fell to the earth. Knowing its purity, the 
sages, the Gundhnrvas, and the inhabitants of the earth, 
touched the water fallen from the hody of Bhuva." lliose 
who, through a cui:se, had fallen fmm heaven to earth, having 

Cleansed from sin by this water, and restored to happinesa, 
they entered the sky, und returned again to heaven. By thia 
iliustrions stream was the world rejoiced, and, hy performing 
ablution in Gunga, became free &nm impurity. 

"'The royal sage Bhugee-rutha, full of energy, w n h e 
seated on bis resplendent car; while tinnga folon d afte 
The gods, Ramal with the sages, the Dityas, the Da u as 
the Hakshusss, the chief Gnndhnrvas and Ynksha w h he 
Rinmiras, the chief serpents, and all the Upi>am g h 
with aquatic animals, following the chariot of Bbug n ha, 
attended Gunga. Whither King Bhugee-rutha wen , hi ber 
went the renowned Gunga, the chief of streams, the destroyer 
of all sin. 

"' After this, Gunga, in her course, in nndated this sacrificial 
ground of the great Jahnoo of astonishing deeds, who was 
then offering sacrifice. Jahnoo, Raghuva! pereeivlng her 
pride, enraged, drank up the whole of the water of Gunga i — 
a most astonishing deed. At this, Ihe gods, the Gundhurvas, 
and the sages, exceedingly surprised, adored the great Jahnoo, 
the most excellBtit of men, and named Gunga the daughter of 
this great sage. 

'"The illusfrious chief of men, pleased, discharged Gunga 
from his ears. Having liberated her, lie, recognizing the great 
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Bhogee-rutha, the chief of kings, then present, dnly honored 
bim, and returned to the place of sacrifice. From this deed, 
Gnngn, the daughter of Jnhtioo, obtained the name Jahnuvee. 

" ' Gnnga now went forward again, ibilowing the chariot of 
Bhugee^TJtha. Having reached the sea, the chief of streams 
proceeded to Patula to accomplish the work of Bhugee-rutha. 
The wise and royal sflge, having, with great iabor, conducted 
Gunga thitlier, there beheld his ancestors rednced to ashes. 
Then, chief of Eughoo's race! that heap of ashea, bathed 
by the excellent waters of Gunga and purified from sin, the 
sous of the liing obtiuned heaven. Having arrived at the sea, 
Ihe king, followed by Gunga, entered tlio subterraneous regions, 
where lay the sacred ashes. After these, Kama! had been 
laved by the water of Gunga, Bruhma, the lord of all, thus 
addressed the king: " chief of men i thy predecessors, the 
sixty thousand sons of the great Sngura, are all delivered by 
theei and the great and perennial receptacle of water, called 
by Sngura'8 name, shall heneeforth be oniversally known by 
the appellation of Siignra.* As long, king! aa the waters 
of the sea continue hi the earth, so long sliall the sons of Su- 
gara remiiin in heaven, iu all the splendor of gods. 

"'"ThiB Gungii, king I shaii be thy eldest daughler, 
known througliout tho three worlds (by the name) Bliagee- 
rutbee; and, i>ec:mse she passed through the earth, the chief of 
rivers shall be called Gunga t throughout the universe. {She 
shall also be) culled Tripnthaga, on account of her proceeding 
forward in three difleretit directions, watering the three worlds. 
Thus Is she named by the gods and sages. She is called 
Gunga, O sovereign of the Vashyas! on account of her flow- 
ing tbrongh Gang; J and her third name, O thou observer of 
vowsl is Bbagee-mthee. acoomplisbed one! through af- 
fection to thee and regard to me, these names will remwn. 
As long as Gungii, the great river, shall remain in the world, so 
long shall thy deathless fume live tliroughout the universe. 
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lord of mem king! perform here tta fnneral ritea of all 
thine anceatora. Relinquish thy tows,* O king ! This rlerout 
wish of theirs was not obtained by Ihine ancestors highly 
renowned, chief among the pions; not by Uiigshooman, unpa- 
ralleled in the universe, so oamastly desiring the descent of 
Gunga, beloved onel was this object of desire obtidned. 
Mor, possessor of prosperity I sinless one I could she be 
(obtained) by thiuo iliustrious father Dwilaepa, the Kajurshi 
emiuently accomplished, whose energy was eqtial to that of 
a. Muhurshi, and who, estahlished in all the virtues of the 
Kshutras, in sacred austerities equalled myself. This great 
design has been fully accomplished by thee, O chief of men ! 
Thy tame, the blessing so much desired, will spread through- 
ont the world. subduer of enemies ! this descent of Gunga 
has been effected by thee. This Gunga is the great abode of 
virtue i by this deed thou art become possessed of the divinity 
itself. In this stream constantly bathe thyself, chief of 
men! Puriiied, O most excellent of mortals! be a partaker 
of tlie trait of holiness; perform the funerai ceremonies of all 
tJiy ancestors. May blessings attend thee, chief of men! 

1 return to heaven." 

"•'ITie renowned one, the sovereign of the gods, the sice of 
the universe, having thus spoken, returned to heaven. 

"• King Bhogee-ratha, the royai sage, having performed the 
funeral ceremonies of tlie descendants of Sagura, in proper 
order of suoeeesion, according to the ordinance; the renowned 
one having also, chief of men I performed the oustomnry 
ceremonies, and purified himself, — ratoroed to his own city, 
where he governed the kingdom. Having (again), O Raghuval 
possessed of abundant wealth, obtained tlieh king, his people 
rejoiced; theirsorrow was completely removed; they increased 
in wealth and prosperity, and were freed tVom disease. 

"'Thus, Eamal has the story of Gunga been related at 
large by me. May prosperity attend thee! may every good 
be thine I The evening is fast receding. He who causes this 
relation — securing wealth, fame, longevity, posfarity, and 
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haaven — to be heard among Bie BrBmins, tlie Kshutriyns, or 
the otiieT tribes of men, Ms HQceetors r^oice, and to him lire the 
gode propitious; and he who hears this admirable story of 
the descent of Gnnga, insuring long life, shall obtain, O Ka- 
kootshal all tbe wishes of his heart. All his sins shall be 
destroyed, and his hfe and fame be abnndantlj prolonged.' " 
End of the thktj-fifth section, describing the descent of 



" All the DevetCB, nnd other inhabitants of the celestial re- 
gions, being collected at the summons of Bhagavat to arrange 
the cBramoninls of the marriage of Siva and Parvati, first came 
BraiBfl, moaated on his goose, with theReyshees at his stirrup; 
next Vislmu, riding on Garoor, his eagle, witli the chank, tlie 
chi^ra, the club, and ihe pedive In hie hands; Eendra also, 
and Yama and Cuvera and Varuna, and the rivers Ganga and 
Jumna, and the seven seas. The Gandarvas also, and Apsaras, 
and Vasookee, and other serpents, in obedience to the com- 
mands ot Siva, all dressed in superb chains and habits of 
ceremony, were to be seen in order amidst the crowded and 

" And now Siva, after tlie arrival of all the Devetas and the 
completion of the preparations for the procession, set out, in 
the utmost pomp and splendor, from the monutain Kilas. His 
third eye flamed liiie the sun, and the crescent on bis forehead 
assumed the form of a radiated diadem. His snakes were 
exchanged for chains and necklaces of pearls and rubies, his 
ashes for sandal and perfume, and his elephant's skin for a 
silken robe; so that none of the Devetas in briUinnce came 
near bis figure. Tbe bridal atteiidnnts now spread wide abroad 
the carpel of congratulation, and arranged in order the banquet 
of bliss. Nature herself assumed the appearance of renovated 
youth, and the sorrowing universe recalled its iong-forgotten 
happiness. The Gandarvas and Apsaras began their melodious 
songs, and the Genes and Keenere displayed the magio of then: 
various musical inslmments. Tbe earth and its Inhabitants 
exulted witli tongues of glorification and triumph; fresh moist- 
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ure invigorated tlie witliered victims of time ; a tliousand 
happy and animating oOQceptions inspired the liearta of Iha 
intelligent, and enliglitened the wiBdom of the thoughtful! 
the liiiigdom of exleriial forms obtained gladness, the world 
of intellect acquired brightness. The dwellers upon earth 
stocked the casket of their Ideas with the jewels of delight, 
and reverend pilgrims exchanged their beads for pearls. The 
joy of thnae on earth ascended up to heaven, and the tree 
of the bliss of those in heaven extended its auspicious brandies 
downwards to the earth. The ejes of the Davetas flamed hke 
torches on i>eholdiag these scenes of rapture, and the hearts 
of the just Idndled like touchwood on hearing these ravishing 
sympiionies. Thus Siva set off like a garden in full blow, 
and paradise was eclipsed by his motion." — ifaurice, from Ihe 



Thereat Ihe heart of Ihe Uidverte stood Hilt. — X. 2, p. Hi. 

Long after these lines were written, I was amused at flnd- 
ing a parallel passage in a sermon ; — 

"Quando Sol parou ks vozes de laeai, acontecemm no 
mundo todas aquellas consequencias, que parando o movimento 
celeste, consideram os Filosofos. As plantas por lodo aqnelle 
tempo nam oreoeram! as oalidades dos elementos, e dos mix- 
tos, nam se fllteraram; a gerafam e comipfam com que ee 
conservao.nando,cessoui as artes e os exercioios de hum e 
ontro Emisferio estiveram suspensos; os Antlpodas nam tra- 
l>alhavam, porque, Ihes tiiilava a Inz, os de cima eaufiidos do 
tam comprido dia deixavam o trabalho ; estes pasmados de ve- 
rem o Sol que so nam moviar aquelles tambem pasmados de 
esperarem pelo Sol, que nam ehegava, cuidavnm que se aoa- 
bira para elles a Inz; imaginaram que se aoabava o mundn: 
tndo era lagrimas, tudo assombros, tudo horrores, tudo eonfli- 
soens." — Fwjm: Sermoera, tom. U. p. 506. 



" Surja, the Sun. The poets and painters describe his oar 
drawn by seven green horses, preceded by Aran, or tha 
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Dawn, »ho acts as his charioteer, and followed by thousands 
of genii, worshipping him, and modnlatmg hia praises. Snrya 
ia believed lo have descended frequently from his o«r in a 
human 6hap«, and to have left a race on earth, who are equally 
renowned in tha Indian stories with the Haliadai of Greece. 
It is rery singular that ilia two sons, called Aswinau or Aswi- 
nicumarau in the dual, should be cousidered as twin brothers, 
and painted like Castor and Pollux; but they have each the 
character of £sculapiuB among the gods, aud are believed to 
have been bom of a njraph, who, in the form of a mare, was 
impregnated with sunbeams." — fiiV T. Jmci. 

"That sun, O daughter of Gaiiga! than which nothing is 
higher, to which nothing ia equal, enlightens the summit of 
tha skv, with tha sky enlightens the earth, with the earth 
enlightens the lower worlds; enlightens the higher worlds, en- 
lightens other worlds. It enlightens the breast, enlightens all 
besides the breast." - S.V W. Jimes, fr-m the V.:da. 



Fi/rgelfulof his Dragoa foe. — X. n, p. ^3. 

"Rix'hu WHS the son of Cas'yapa and Dity, according to 
some authorities; but others represent Sinliica" (perhaps the 
ephins) as his natural mother. He had foor arms; his tower 
parts ended in a tail like that of a dragon ; and bis aspect was 
grim and gloomy, like the darhatss of the chaos, whence he 
had also the name of Tamas. He was the adviser of all mis- 
chief among the Daltyas, who had a regard for liim ; but 
among the Devetas it was hia chief delight to aow dissension; 
and, wlien the gods had pro<lueed the nraril by churning the 
ocean, he disguised himself Uke one of them, and received a 
portion of it. But, the sun and moon having discovered hia 
fraud, Vishnu severed his head and two of his arms from the 
rest of his monstrous body. That part of the necttireous flnid 
which he had lime to swallow secured his immortality. 



trunk and dragon-lil 



of Malay 



e Mini, a Bramin, carefiilly preserved them by the name 
a'to; and, as if a complete body had been formed from 
L, like a dismembered polype, he is even add to have 
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adopled Ce'tu as hia own child. The heafl, with two anns, 
feu OD the sanda of Barbara, where Pi'c'he'na's was then 
walking with Siiihica', by some called his wife. They carried 
the Daitya to their palace, mid adopted him as their son; 
whence he acquired the name of Piute he'rmsi. This estrava- 
gaot fable is, no doubt, astronomical; Ba'hu and Ce'tu being 
clearly the nodes, or what astrologers call the head and dri/, of 
the dragon. It is added, that they appeased Vishnu, and 
obtained re-admission to the flraiament, but were no longer 
visible from the earth, their enlightened sides being turned from 
it! that Ifci'hn strives, during eclipses, to wreak vengeance on 
the Bun and moon, who detected him; and that Ce'tu often 
appears as a comet, a wliirlwind, a fiery meteor, a waterspout, 
or a column of sand." — Wilford: Asiatic Eeiearchet. 



Surot. — X.18,p. 93. 

" The word Sara, in Sanscrit, signifies both wine and true 
wealth. Hence, in the first C'hand of the Kamayan of Val- 
mic, it is expressly anid that the Devetas, having received the 
Sura, acquired the title of Suras; and the Daityas that of 
Amras, from not having received it. The Veda is represented 
as that wineand true wealth." — Pfl/ermm; AiiaU Reiearchti. 



" He was the son of Maya, or the general attracting power, 
and married to Rclty, or Affection; and his bosom friend is 
Bessent, or Spring. He is represented as a beantlfnl youth, 
Bometimes conversing with his mother and consort in the 
midstof his gardens and temples; sometimes riding by moon- 
light OB ft parrot, or lory, and attended by danciiie-girls or 
nymphs, the foremost of whom bears his colors, which are a. 
fitk on a red ground. His favorite place of resort is a large 
tract of country round Agra, and principally the plains of 
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Matra, where Erishen also, and the nine Gopia, who are 
olsarly the Apollo and Muees of the Greeks, Bsually spend the 
□igbt with music and dance. His how of sngHT-oane or flowers, 
with a string of bees, and his Jtve arrows, each pointed with 
an Indian blossom of a heating quality, are allegories equally 
new and benutiful. 

" It is possible that the words Dipuc and Ggnd, which have 
the same signification, may have the same origin; since we 
know that the old Hetruriiins, from whom great part of the 
Roman language and religion was derived, and whose system 
had a near aflinity with that of the Persians end Indians, used 
to write their lines alternately forwards and backwards, as fiir- 
HiwB are made by the plough." — SiV W. Jirnet. 

" Mahadeva and Parrati were playing with dice at the an- 
cient game of Cbaturanga, when they disputed, and parted in 
wrath; the goddess retiring to the forest of Gaori, and the god 
repairing to Cushadwip. They severally performed rigid acts 
of devotion to the Supreme Being; but the fires which they 
kindled blazed so vehemently as to threaten a general confla- 
gration. The Devas, in great alarm, hastened t« Brama, who 
led them to Mahadeva, and supplicated him to recall his con- 
sort; but the wrathful deity only answered, that she must 
come by her own free choice. They accordingly despatched 
Ganga, the river goddess, who prevailed on Purvati to return 
Ui him on condition that his love for her should be restored. 
The celestial mediators then employed Cama-Deva, who wound- 
ed Itihadeva with one of his flowery arrows; but the angry 
divinity reduced him to ashes with a flame from his eye. 
Parvati soon afier presented herself before him in the form of 
a CiraO, or daughter of a mountaineer, and, seeing him ena- 
moured of her, resumed her own shape. In the place where they 
were reconciled, a grove sprang up, which was named Cama- 
Tana; and the relenting god, iu the character of Cameswara, 
consoled the afllicted Keti, the widowof Cama,by assuring her 
that she should rejoin her husband when be should be bom 
again in the form of Pradyumna, son of Crishna, and shonld 
put Sambara. lo death. This favorable prediction was in due 
time accomplished; and, Pradyumna having sprung to life, 
he WHS instantly seized by the demon Sambara, who placed 



II by Google 



284 southet's poems. 

him in a ohesl, which he threw into the ocean ; bnt n large 
Anb, whicli had ewallowed the chest, was cau);ht in a net, and 
oarriod to the palace of a tyrant, where the unfortunat* Reti 
had been compelled to do menial service. It was her lot to 
open the Seh; and, eeeing an infant in the cheat, Ehe nursed 
him in privats, and educated him, till he had sufficient strength 
to destroy the malignant Sambara. He had before considered 
Ret! as his mother^ bnt, the minds of them both heing imt- 
diated, the prophecy of Mahndeva was remembered, nil (1 the God 
of Love was Hgain united with the Goddess of Pleasure." ^ — 
WU/irrd: AliaUc Seiearihea. 

Eating iU very care of life aivay. — XI. 5. p. 99. 
" One of the wonders of this country is the Jiggerkhar (or 
liver-eater). One of this class can steal away the liver of an- 
other by looks and incantations. Other accounts say, that, by 
looking at a person, he deprives him of his senses, and then 
steals fi-om him something resembling the seed of a pomegra- 
nate, which he hides in the calf of his leg. The Jiggerkhar 
throws on the fire the grain before described, which thereupon 
spreads to the size of a dish, and he dislribulea it amongst hia 
fellows, to be eaten; which ceremony concludes the life of the 
tiiscinated person. A Jiggerkhar is able to communicate his 
art to another; which he does by learning him the incantations, 
and by making him eat a bit of the llvei^ake. If any one cut 
open the calf of the magician's leg, extract the grun, and give it 
to the afflicted person to eat, he immediately recovers. Those 
JiBgerkhars are mostly women. It is said, moreover, that they 
can bring intelligence from a great distance In a short space oif 
time ; and if they are thrown into a river, with a stone tied to 
them, they nevertheless will not sink. In order to deprive any 
one of this wicked power, they brand his temples, and every 
joint in Ills body, cram bis eyes with salt, suspend him for forty 
days in a subterraneous cavern, and repeat over him certain 
incantations. In this state he is called Detche-reh. Allhongh, 
after bavins undergone this discipline, he is not able to destroy 
the liver of any one, yet he retains the power of being able to 
discover another Jiggerkhar, and is used for detecting those 
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dlEturbers of mankind. They can also cure many diseases, by 
sdminiBtering a potion, or by repeating na incantation. Many 
other laarvellona stories are told of IheBe people," — Ayeen 

. " An Arabian old woman, by name Melnk, was thrown In 
prison, on a ohai^ of having bewilched, or, as they caJl it, 
eaten the heart of, a yonog native of Ormuz, who had lately, 
from being a Christian, turned Mahommedan. The cause of 
offence was, that the young man, after keeping company some 
time with one of her danghters, had forsaken her. He himself, 
who was in a pitiable condition, and in danger of his life, was 
one of her accuserx. This sort of witchcraft, which tlie In- 

as 90 rs d by tl ' venomous and deadly looks, ie not a 

ti n (> lavonia, and the country of the Tri- 
bal a. m Ortelius, who took the account from 
P h po eport of laigones, testifies that this 

p b ntm was much in use among these people, 

and m h rs h m he mentions, as it is at present here, 

es m g h A tblans who inhabit the weetem coast 

f h P rs 1 Gulf, where this art is common. The way in 

wl 1 h th y do it is only by the eyee and the moulh, keeping 

th fi ed steadily upon the person whose heart they 

des g t t, and pronouncing, between their teelh, I know 

pernti f he Devil, the person, liow hale and strong soever, 
hll m d ately into an unknown and incurable disease, 
whl h m k him appear phthisical, coasumee him little by 
little, and at last destroys him. And this takes place faster or 
Blower, aa the heart ia eaten, as they say: for these sorcerers 
can either eat the whole or a part oniyi that is, can consume 
it entirely and at once, or bit by bit, as tliey please. The vul- 

aotlng upon the imagination of the witch when she mutters 
her wicked words, represents invisibly to her the heart and 
entrails of the patient, taken out of his body, and makes her 
devour them. In which these wretches find so delightful a 
task, that very often, lo saljsfy their appetite, witliout auy 
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impulse of rasantment or enmity, they will destroy innocent 

that our prisoner killed one of her own dangiiters in this 

" Ihis was confirmed to me by a similar story, which I heard 
at lapehan, from the mouth of F. Sebastian da Jesiis, a Porto- 
gaese Angustinian, a man to be believed, and of singular 
virtue, who was prior of their convent whan I departed. He 
assured me, that In one of the places dependent upon Portugal, 
ontheoonfinesof Arabia Fehs, I know not wiiether it was at 
Mascate or at Ormai, an Arab, having been taken up for a 
similar crime, and convicted of it, — for he confessed the lact, 
— the captain or governor of the place, who was aPortnguese, 
that he might better understand the truth of these black and 
devilish actions, of which there is no doubt in this country, 
made the sorcerer be brought before him before he was led to 
bis punishment, and asked him if he could eat the inside of a 
cucumber, without opening it, as well as the heart of a man. 
The sorcerer said yesi and, in order to prove it, a cucumber 
was brought. He looked at it, never touching it, steadily for 
some time, witb his usual enchantments, and then told the 
captain he had eaten the whole inside; and accordingly, when 
it was opened, nothing was found but the rind. This is not 
impossible J for the Devil, of whom they make use in these 
operations, having, in the order of nature, greater power than 
all inferior creatures, can, with God's permission, produce 
tiiese effects, and others more marvellous. 

"The same father told me, that one of these sorcerers,— 
whether it was the same or not, I do not know, — having been 
taken for a sunllar ofi^nce, was asked if he could eat the heaH 
of the Portuguese captain, and he replied no; for the Franks 
had a certain thing upon the breast, which covered them like 
a cuirass, and was so impenetrable that it was proof agaiuBt all 
his charms. This can be nothing else but the virtue of bap- 
tism, the armor of the faith, and the privileges of the sons 
of the church, against which the gales of hell cannot prevail. 

"To return, however, to my first subject. This witch of 
Combru made some difficulty at first to confess her guilt; but 
seeing herself pressed with threats of death, and being led, in 
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fact, to the public square, where I fiaw her with the sick 
young man, she Mid, thut, thougli she had not been Che cause 

her remain alone with him, in bis houee, wittiout interruption; 
by which she tacitly confessed her vltchcrnft: for it is held 
certain, in thes« countries, that these wicked women can 
remove the malady wliioh they have cansed, if it l>e not come 
to the last extremity. And, of many remedlss which they use to 
restore health to the sufferers, there is one very extraordinary; 
which is, that the witch casts something out of her moatli, 
lilte the grain of a pomegranate, which is believed to tie a pait 
of the heart she had eaten. The patient piciis it up immedi- 
ately, as part of his own intestines, and greedily swallows it; 
and by this means, as if his heart was replaced in his body, he 
recovers by degrees his health. I dare not assure you of 
Uiese things as certainly true, not liaving myself seen tliem, 
surpassing as they do the course of nature. If they are as is 
said,it can beonly in appearance by the illusmns of the Devil 
and, if the afflicted recover actualh their health it is beciuse 
the same Devil ceases to torment them Without dwtllmg 
longer upon these curiotis epecniitioin the wll h hiving 
^ven hopes that she would cure the patient, the offii-eis 
promised that she '.hould receive no injurv and the\ nere 
both sent home but an archer was set over her as a guard 
that she might not esiupe. —PulioBtUa (aJfc. 



The Caiis. — XI. 



:, p. 1 



"The Calls and Pandaris are the protec 
each city has its own. They address prayers to these tuCeliiry 
divinities, and build temples to them, oRering to them blood in 
sacrifice, and sometimes human victims. These objects of 
worship are not immortal ; and they taice their name ^m the 
city over which they preside, or tlTim the form in which they 
are represented. They are commonly framed of a gigantic 
stature, having several arms, and tlie head surrounded with 
flames; several flerce animals are also phiccd under their 
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Snni, Ihe dread/id God, mfto rides nbroad 
UpM the King of the ftur^tr. — XI. 6, p. 100. 
Major Moor has » curious remnrk upon tills subject: — 
" Sani being among the astrologers of India, as well SB 
with their sapient bratliren of Europe, it planet of malignant 
Hspeota, the iH-omened raven nmy be deemed a fit vahan fbr 
snob a drawled being. But tbia Is not, I thinh, a sufficient 
reason fur tha oouspionoua Introduction of the raven into the 
myibological nuichinery of the Hindoo system, so accurate, so 
connected, and bo complete in all Its parts; although the 
investigations that It halh hitherto undergone have not fully 
developed or rencbed such poinia of perfectton. Now let me 
ask the reason why, both in EnRhmd and in India, the raven 
is so rare a bird. It breeds every year, like the crow, and is 
much longer lived; and while the latter bird abounds every- 
■where, to a degree bordering on nuisance, a pair of ravens-— 
for they are seldom seen singly or in trios — are scarcely found 
duplicated in any place. Perhaps, talte England or India over, 
two pair of ravens will not be found, on an average, in tha 
extent of five hundred or a thousand acres. I know not, fbr I 
write wbera I have no access to books, if our naturalists have 
sought the theory of this, or whether it may have first occurred 
to me, which it did while contemplating the character and 
attribulesof Sani, that the raven destroys its young; and, if 
this notion be well founded, — and on no other can I account 
for the rareness of the aonual-braeding, long-lived raven,— 
we shall at once see the propriety of symbolizing It with Sa- 
turn, or Kronos, or Time, devouring or destroying his own 
ofi'sprlng." — Mwr'sSisiAiPaB/Aeon, p. 311. 

" It is remarked by naturalists, that young ravens are for- 
saken before they are fledged; and therefore they would 
stjirve, if Providence had not appointed that the scraps of raw 
meat dropped round the nest should engender maggots and 
worms, which serve to support them till they are in a condi- 
tion to rove for food. And thus it is he fcedeth the ravens."— 
Fr(«a an old Magadse. 
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A tkoatand eyes MKre juencfted in endfesJ nigJit 
To form that magic globe. — XI. a, p. 102. 

due of the most extraordinary poems in our language. I am 
far from cluming auy merit for BUuh inventions, whioli no man 
can value more cheaply; but, such as it is, I am not beholden 
for it to this forgotten writer, whose strange, long, bat by no 
meane uninteresting work I had never reod till after two edi- 
tioue of " Kehama " were printed; — 



hufOed in her fmgmenlB, 
Jesebel'e, he stole the doj 
<EsUringhiwln<, too, he 
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fit (me unio yourielvea. — XII. 3, p. 110. 

The i>as3ag8 in which Menu exhorts a witness to speal: the 
truth is one of the few suhlime ones in his Inscitntes. " Tlie 
soul itself is its own wiCneas; the sonl itself Is Its own refuge: 
offend not thy conscious soul, the supreme internal witness of 
men! The sinful have a^d in their heitrts, 'None see us.' 
Yes, the gods distinctly sett them, aad so does the spirit within 
their breasts. The gunrdinn deities of the firmament, of the 
earth, of the waters, of the hunuin heart, of the moon, of 
the sun, and of fire, of punishment after death, of the winds, 
of night, of both twilights, and of jnstica, perfectly know the 
state of all spirils clothed with bodies. friend to virtue ! 
that supreme Spirit, Khich thou btlievtii oat and the some mlh 
Ihyielf, resides in thy bosom perpetually, and is an all-knowing 
inspector of thy goodness or of thy wickedness. If thou beesl 
not at variance, by speaking falsely, with Yamn, tlie snbduer 
of all, with Valvaswata, tlia pumsher, with that great Divinity 
who dwells in thy breast, go not on a pilgrimage to the river 
Ganga, nor to the plains of Cnra( for thou hast no need of 
expiation." — Ch. viii. pp. 84-6, 91, 92. 



aa^irds. — XR. 6, p. 111. 
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- XIIL 5, p. 115. 



"'rbeburgktU,oi banian, often meaaures from twenty-four 
to thirty feet in girth. It is distiiignislied from Bvary olher 
tree, hitherto known, by the very pecnhar 
throwing out roots from all its branches. Th( 
and perfectly laK, in time reach the ground, which they pene- 
trate, and ultimately become substantial props to the very 
mnssy horizontal bough;, which, but for each a support, m 
either be stopped in their growlh, or give way ftom tlieir o 
weight. Many of these qaondam roots, changing their o 
■ward appearance from a brown, rougli rind to a regular barit, 
not unlilie that of the Iwech, increase to a great diameter. 
They may be often seen from four to five feet in ch^^umfer- 
ence, and in a true perpendicular line. An observer, ignon 
of their nature, might think them artiflcial, and that they had 
been phmed for the purpose of sustaining the boughs from 
which they originated. They proceed from all the branches 
indisoriiDinateiy, whether near or far removed from the ground. 
They appear like new swabs, such as are in use on board 
ships: however, few reach sufficiently low to take a hold of 
the soil, except tliose of the lower branches. I have seen 
«ome do BO fi-om a groat height; but they were thin, and did 
not promise well. Many of the ramificationB pendent from 
the higher i)ougli5 are seen to turn round the lower branches, 
but without any obvious effect on either; possibly, however, 
they may derive sustenance even from tiiat partial mode of 
communication. The height of a t\iU-grown banian may be 
from sixty to eighty feet; and many of them, I am fully con- 
fident, cover at least two acres. Their leaves are similar to, 
but rather larger, than those of the laurel. The wood of the 
trunkisusedonly for fuel; it is light and brittlei but the pil- 
hirs Ibrmed by the roots are laluable, being extremely elastic 
ami light, working with ease, and possessing great toughness. 
It resembles a good kind of ash." -^ Oriental Fintd-Sporls, vol. ii. 
p. 113. 
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Bave wedded M the cocoa-groce beside. — XIII. 6, p. IIB. 
" It is a genera] practice, that, wlien a plantKlioB ia made, a 
well should be dng at one of its sides. The well and the tope 
are married; a ceremony at which all the village attends, and 
in which often much money is expended. The well ia con- 
Mdered as the husband; as its waters, which are copiously 
ftimished to the young trees during the first hot season, are 
supposed to cherish and impregnate them. Though vanity 
and superstition are evidently the basis of these institutions, 
yet we cannot help admiring their atfeots, so beantifuUy oma- 
menting a torrid country, and affordhig such general conve- 
nience." — OrUaial Sporli, p. 10. 



Tonka. — XIII. e, p. 116. 

" Some of these tanks are of very great extent, often covering 
eight or ten acres; and, besides having steps of masonry per- 
haps fifty or sixty feet in bi-eadth, are feced with brick-work, 
plastered in the most Butistantial manner. The corners are 
generally ornamented with rontid or polygon pavilions of a 
neat appearance." — Oriental ^lorti, vol. ii. p. 116. 

" There are two kinds of tanks, which we conlband under 
one common name, though nothing can be more different. The 
first is the Erag, which is formed by throwing a mound or 
bank across a vallej or hollow ground, so that the riun-water 
collects in the upper part of the valley, and is let out on the 
lower part by sluicea, for the purposes of cnldvation. The 
other kind ia the CWom, whioli is formed by di^ng ont the 
earth, and is destined for supplying the inhobilnnta with water 
for domestic purposes. The Culams are very frequently lined 
on all the four sides with cut stone, and are the most elegant 
works of the natives." — Buchanan. 

" Where there are no springs or rivers lo furnish them with 
water, as it ia ia the northern parta, where there are but two 
or three springs, they supply this defect by saving of rain- 
water, which they do by casting op great banks in convenient 
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places to stop and oontidn the rains that fall, and n 
eil they have oocaaion to let It out into the fields. 1 
made rounding liita a ( , or half-moon. Every town 
of these ponds, which if they can but get fllled w" 



293 



they count tl 



in the barn. It was no email 



work to the ancient inhabitants to make all these banks, of 
■which there is a great number, being some two, some three, 
fathoms in height, and in length some above a mile, some less, 
not all of a size. Thay are now grown over with great trees, 
and so aeem natural hills. When they would use the wat«c, 
they cut a gap in one end of the bank, and 80 draw tbe 
watsr by little and little, as they have occasion, for the water- 
ing their corn. 

" These ponds, in dry weather, dry np quite. If they should 
dig these ponds deep, it would not be so convenient for them. 
It would, indeed, contiun the water well, but would not so 
well, nor in such plenty, empty out itself into their grounds. 
In these ponds are alligators, which, when the water is dried 
up, depart into Ihe woods and down to the rivers, and, in the 
tone of rains, come up again into the ponds. They are bat 
small, nor do use to catch people; nevertheless, they stand in 
lome fear of them. 

" The com they sow in these parts is of that sort that is 
soonest ripe, fearing lest their waters should fail. As the 
water dries oat of these ponds, they make use of them for 
fields, treading the mud wiU. buffaloes, and then sowing rice 
thereon, and frequently casting up water with scoops on it." — 

Kmxe, p. 9. 

TSefoUu. — Xnl. 6, p. 116. 
" The lotDB abounds in the numerous lakes and ponds of 
the province of Garah; and we had the pleasure of comparing 
several varieUes, — smgle and ftill, while, and tinged wilt 
deep or with fidnt tints of red. To ft near view, tlie simple 
elegance of the white lotus gains no accession of beauty from 
ftie multiplication of its petals nor from the tinge of gaudy 
bnei but the richest tint is most pleasing, when a lake, 
covered with tuli-blown lotus, is contemplated." —JI™™i!J( 
from Mrzapia to Nagpari Atialic Amaal flfffisfei', 1806, 
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Tity halt them here a bower, &c. — XIIl. 7, p. 117. 

" The materials of which thoee housaa are made are always 

easy to be procured; and the stmclure is so simple, thnt a 

spacious and by no means uncomforkible dnelhng, suited to 

sisdng of three small roums, and n hall open to the north, in 
little more Ihau four hours was in readiness for our reception: 
fifty or sixty laborers completed it in Chat time, and on emer- 
gency could perform the work in much less. Bamboos, grass 
for thatching, and the ground rMan, are all the material requi- 
site: not a nail is used in the whole edifice. A row of strong 
bamboos, from eight to ten feet high, are flsed Arm in the 
ground, which describe the outline, and are the supporters of 
the building : smaller bamboos are then tied horizontally, hy 
strips of the ground ratau, to these upright posts; the walls, 
composed of bamboo mats, are fastened to the sides with simi- 
lar ligatures; bamboo raRers are quickly raised, and a roof 
fbrmed, over which thatch is spread in regular layers, ajid 
bound to the roof by filaments of ratan. A fioor of bamboo 
grating is nast laid in the inside, elevated two or three feet 
above the ground; tliia grating is supported on bamboos, and 
covered with mats and carpets. Thus ends the process, which 
is not more simple than effectual. When the workmen take 
pains, a house of this sort is proof against very inclement 
weather. We experienced, during our stay at Meeday, a 
severe storm of wind and rain; but no water penetrated nor 
thatch escaped; and, if the tempest should blow down the 
house, the inhabitants would run no risk of having their brains 
knocked out or their hones broken: the full of the whole 
fabric would not crush a lady's lap-dog." — Symes'a Embasiy la 



Jangk-grast. — xm . 7, p. 117. 
"In this district, the long grass called jungle is more pre- 
valent than I ever yet noticed. It rises to the height of seven 
or eight feet, and is topped witJi a beautiful white down, 
resembling a swan's feather. It is the mantle with which 
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ire hare covers all the uncultlvsted ground, and at once 
s the hidolenoe of the people and the nakedness of their 
1, It has a fine sliowy appearance, aa it undulates in the 
d like the WBvea of the sea. Nothing hut the want of 
iter TMiety to its color prevents it from heing one of the 
ist and most beautiful objecta in tliat rich store of produo- 
is with which nature spontaneouelj supplies tlia improii- 
t natives." — Temuml. 



In juci SbaHmii poured in <gie» glades. 
Beside f (ear strMms avil soKtari) Aadel, 
The Spi'-ils of the wrfumn dend delight. 

xm. 7, p. IIT. 
" The Hindoos are enjoined by the Veda to oifer a cake, 
which is called Peenda, to the ghosts of their ancestors, as far 
back as the Shhd generation. This ceremony ia performed on 
the day of the new moon in erery month. The offering of 
water "is in like manner commanded to be performed daily; 
and this ceremony is called Tnrpan, — to satisfy, to appease. 
The sods of such men as have left children to continue tiieir 
generaKon are supposed to be transported, immediately upon 
qnitting their bodies, into a certain region called the Petrte 
Log, where they may continue in proportion to their former 
virtues, provided these ceremonies be not neglected; other- 
wise they are prccipitat«d into Nark, and doomed to he bora 
s^hi in the bodies of unoiean beasts, and until, by repeated 
regenerations, all their sins are done away, and they attain 
such a degree of perfection as will entitle them to what is 
called itfootoee, — etemid salvation; by which is understood 
a release ftmn future transmigration, and an absorption in the- 
nature of the godhead, who is called Brahm." - Wmm : Note 
(0 the Shagtal Geela. 

" The divme manes are always pleased with an oblation in 
empty glades, naturally clean, on the banks of rivers, and 
in solitary spots." — hisL of Mem. 

" P»r™ peluDt Manes ; pletas pro dlTite grata est 
Munere: non aviioiStyjihBbct iDiiDeoB.'' 

Oeiif. Fast. A. 535. 
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Tassd-grais. — XIII. 11, p. 119. 

" The surpul, or tassel-grass, which is mnch the Eame as the 

guinea-grass, grows to the height of twelve or foarteen feet, 

reed. It is very strong, and grows very luxuriantly. It is 
even used as a fence against cattle; for which purpose it 
is often planted on banks BKcavated from ditches, to encioaa 
fields of com, &c. It grows wild in all the niioultivated parti 
of India, but especially in the lower provinoee, in which it 
occupies immense tracts, somBtinies mixing with and rising 
above coppices, affording an asylnm for elephants, rhinoce- 
roses, tigers, &c It frequently is laid by high winds, of which 
breeding sows fail not to take advantage, by forming their 
nests, and concealing their young under the prostrate grass." — 
Orienial Eporti, vol. i. p. 32. 



Lo! from hit tnuik tiplar«ed, nlofl he Jiings 

The srat^ul ikower ; andamD, 

Pbiddng the hroad-haved b/mgh 

Of yonder plane, . . . he motes ii to aad fro. 

XIII. II, p. IIB. 
" Nature has provided the elephant with means to cool its 
heated sur&ce, by enabling it to draw from its throat, by the 
^d of its trunk, a copious supply of saliva, which the animal 
spnrta with force very fre([uently all over its skin. It also 
snoks np dust, and blows it over its back and sides, to keep 
oif the flies; and may often be seen fenning itself with a large 
bough, which it uses with great ease and dexterity." — Orieit- 
lal i^iorW, vol. i. p. 100. 
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Till kU strong templet, ialhed mlh euddeti dewi, 
Thar fragrance of delight and lovi dlfme. — XIII. 11, p. 120. 
" The Hindoo poets frequBntly iilludB to the fragrant juice 
which oozes, ut oertaju seasons, from aniHll ducts iu the tem- 
ples of the mule elephant, and is useful in relieving him fi-om 
the redundant moisture with which he ia then oppreased; and 
(hey even describe the bees aa alinred by the scent, and mis- 
talting it for that of the sweetest flowers. When Crishna 
visited Sano'ha-dwip, and had destroyed the demon who in- 
fested that delightful country, he passed along the baidt of a, 
rivcTj and was charmed with a delicious odor, which its waters 
difl'used in tUeir course. He was eager to view the source of 
so fragrant a stream, but was informed by tlie natives that it 
flowed from thetemplesof an elephftnt,inunensely large, milk- 
white, and beautifully formed; that he governed a numerous 
race of elephantsi and that the odorifetous fluid which CKVided 
from Ms temples in the season of love had formed the river; 
that the Devas, or inferior gods, and the Apaaras, or nymphs, 
bathed and sported in its waters, unpassioned and intoxicated 
with the liquid perfume." — Wilfm^: Asiatic Bes^rcha. 



" They are so numerous 


on the Island of Bnlams 


Capt. Beaver in his eicellen 


t book, " that I have sei 


oahQ evening, when there wa 


s not an ajr sufficiently si 


agitate a leaf, the whole sum 


randing wood in as much 


from thek playful gambols 


among ita branches as i 


blown a strong wind." 





Not that in enmloai stiU that iweeleat 6ir( 

Ber rival araia aotdd trg. — XIII. 12, p. 1 

have been assured, by a credible eje-witni 
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with an appeiiranceofpleasure, till the monster, in wliose soul 
there was no mnBio, shot one of them, to display his archery. 
A learned native of this country told me that he had frequently 
seen the most veiiomons and malignant snakes leave their 
holes upon hearing, tones on a flute, which, as he supposed, 
gave them peculiar delight. An intelligent Persian, who re- 
peated his story agiJn and agttiD, and permitted me to write it 
down from his lips, deohired he had more than once been pre- 
sent when a celebrated lulanist, Mirsa Mohammed, sumamed 
Bulbul, was playing to a large company, in a grove near 
Shirai, where he disliiiotly saw the nightingales trying to vie 

times fluttering from branch (o branch, as If they wished l« 
approocb the instrument whence the melody proceeded, and 
at length dropping on the ground, in a liind of ecstasy, from 
which they were soon raised, he assured me, by a change of 
the mode. I hardly know," says Sir William Jones, " how to 
disbelieve the testimony of men who had no system of their 
own trt support, and could have no interest in deceiving me." — 
Aiiatie Reaearchti. 



No idle ornaments deface 

ffer ncdurol grace. — Xm. 13, p. 

The Hindoo wife, in Sir William Jones's 
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her forehefld an ornament of pure musk, black as the ygung 
antelopo on the Innar arb ! Now, lihe the husbiiad of Reti, he 
Axes white blossoms on her dark locks, where they gleam like 
flashes of lightning among the curled clouds. On her brensCs, 
like two fiimnmenCs, he places a string of gems like a radiant 

• PendanB. 
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constellation. He binds on her Rtms, graceful as tlie itidka of 
the WRter-lily, snd adorned with hands glowing like the petals 
of its flower, a bracelet of sapphires, which resemble a clus- 
ter of bees. Ah ! sec how he ties round her waist a rich ^rdle 

tinkle, at the inferior brightness of the leafy garlands which 
lovers hang on their bowers to propiHate the god of desire! 
He places her soft fool, as he reclines by her side, on his 
ardent bosom, and stains it with the ruddy hue of Yavaoa." — 
Soagi of Jagodeva. 

Samfajjireoi. — XUI. 13, p. 120, 

"The Hir 
with ochre ai 

•' The custom is principaily eonEncd to the male ses, though 
the women occasionally wear a round spot either of sandal, 
which is of a light dun color, or of ainjaif, Oiat is, a prepara- 
tion of vermilion, between the eyebrows, and a stripe of the 
same running up the front of the head, hi the farrow made 
according to the general practice of dividing all the thintil 
hak eciually to the right and left, where it Is rendered smooth, 
and glazed by a thick mucilage, made by steeping linseed for 
a while in water. When dry, the hair is all firmly matted to- 
gether, and will retain its form for many days together." — 
OrietUal i^wU, vol. i. p. 271. 



Iforamjun- ankle riag. — XIII. 13, p. 120. 
" Glass rings are universally worn by the women of the 
Deccan as an ornament on the wrists ; and their applying 
closely to the arm is considered as a mark of delicacy and beau- 
ty, for they most, of course, be passed over the hand. In doing 
this, a ^l seldom escapes without drawing blood, and robbing 
part of the skm from her hand; and as every well-dressed girl 
has a namber of rings on each arm, and as these are frequently 
breaking, the poor creatures suffer much from their love of 
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The dear Tetreat— Tim. 13, p. 
There is a beautiful passage in StatinE 



Jasa-Naut — XlV. 1, p. 123, 
« This temple is to the Hindoos what Mecca is to the Ma- 
hommedaiis. It is resorted W by pilgrims from every quarter 
of India. It is the chief seat of Braminical power, and a 
Btronghold of their superstition. At the annual festival of 
the Butt Jattra, seveu hundred thousand persons (as has been 
computed by tlie Pundits in college) assemble at this place. 
The number of deaths in a single year, caused by voluntary 
devotement, by imprisonment for non-payment of tho demands 
of the Bramina, or by the scarcity of provisions for such a 
multitude, is hicredible. The precincts of the place are co- 
vered with bones." — CfaudiiK Buchanan. 

" Many thousands of people are employed in carrying water 
ftom Hnrdwnr to Juggernat for the uses of that temple. It is 
there supposed to be peculiarly holy, as it issues from what 
b called the Cow's Mouth. This anperslitious notion is the 
cause of as much lost labor as would long since have con- 
verted tho laigest province of Asia into a garden. The num- 
bers thus employed are immense: they travel with two flasks 
of the water flung over the shoulder by meaos of an elastic 
piece of bamboo. The same qaanlity which employs, perhaps, 
flfteen thousand persons, might easily be carried down the 
Ganges in a few boats annually. Princes and families of dis- 
tinction have this water carried to them in all parts of Hindos- 
tan i it is drank at feasts, as well as upoo religious occasions." — 
Tennaai, 

A small river near Kinonge is held by some as even more 
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efficacious in wnshing away moral defilement than the Ganges 
itself. Dr. Tannant says that a. person in Ceylon drinks daily 
of this water, though m the distance of perhaps three thou- 
sand miles, and at the expense of five thousand rupees per 



made at this ti 



Thesecen-headed Idol — XIV, 1, p. 123. 

" The idol of Jaggemat is in shape like a serpent, with 
seven heads; and on the cheeks of each head it hath the fbnn 
of a wing upon each cheek, which wings opan and shut and 
flap, as it is carried in a stately chariot, and the idol in the 
midst of it; and one of the mo^ sitting behind it In llie cha- 
riot, upon a convenient place, with a canopy, to keep the sun 
from injuring of it. 

" When I, with horror, beheld these strange things, I called 
to mind the eighteenih chapter of the Revelation, and the 
first verse, add Ubewise the sixteenth and seventeenth verses 
of the said chapter, in which places there is a beast and such 
idolatrous worship mentioned. And those sayhigs in that test 
are herein truly accomplished in the gjxteanth verse; for the 
Bramins are all marked in the forehead, and likewise all thai 
come to worship the idol are marked also in their foreheads." 
— Brtitoii: Chunhilfe Giltectiim. 



The Chariot of the God. — XIV. 2, p. 124. 

The size of the chariot is not exiiggerated. Speaking of 
other such, Niecamp says, " Currus tarn horrends magniln- 
dinis sunt, ut vel milla homines oni trahendo vis snfficiant." — 
V. i. 10, i 18. 

"They have bnilt a great chariot, that goeth on sixteen 
wheels of a side; and every wheel is five feet in height, and 
the chariot itself is about thirty feel high. In this chariot, 
on their great festival days, at night, they place thair wicked 
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god Jttggernati and all the Bramirs, being in number luiiB 
tbousand, then alUnd this great idol, besides of athiaen and 
facbeiret some thonsands, or more than a good many 

" The chariot is moat richif adorned with most nch and 
costly ornaments ( and the aforesaid wheels me placed very 
complete in a round circle, so attifioially that every wheel doth 
its proper office without any unpedimeiit; for the chariot ia 
aloft, and in the oentre betwixt the wheels. They have also 
more than two thousand lights with them. And this chariot, 
with the idol, is also drawn with the greatest and beat men 
of the town; and they are so eager and greedy to draw it, 
that whosoever, by ahouldering, crowding, shoving, heaving, 
thrusting, or any violent way, can bnt come to lay a hand 
upon the ropes, they think themselves biassed and happy; 
and, when it is going along tbe city, there are many that will 
offer themselves as a sacrifice to this idol, and desperately lie 
down on the ground, that the chariot-wheels may run over 
them, whereby they are killed outright. Some get broken 
ftrms; some, broken legsi so that many of them are so de- 
stroyed; and by this means they think to merit heaven." — 
Sj-u/ub; Om'-chiWi CbllecSoa. 

" They aometimes lie down in the tract of this maclilne a 
few hours before its arrival, and, taking a soporiferous draught, 
hope to meet death asleep." — Claudiui Biu^hmum. 



Ahai-M-batd. — XlW 8, p. 128. 

"There are in India common women, called Wive.s of the 
Idol. When a woman baa made a vow to obtain children, if 
she brings into the world a beautifnl daughter, ahe carries 
her to Bod (so their Idol is called), with whom she leaves her. 
This girl, when she is arrived at s. proper age, takea an apart- 
ment in the public place, hangs a cattain before the door, and 
vyraita for those who are passing, as well Indians as those of 
other aeots among whom this debauchery is pei-mitted. She 
prostitutes herself for a oertiun price ; and all that she can 
thus acquira she carries to the priest of the idol, that he may 
apply if to the service of the temple. ' Let us,' says the Mo- 
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hammednn relater, 'blesa tlie almight; and glorious God, that 
he lias chosen nt, ki exempt ns tVom nil Uie crimes into which 
men are led by their n[ib6lief.'" — -4netenBM^fetfii»«. 

"Incited, unqaestionably," aaya Mr. Maurice, "by the We- 
roglyphic emblem of vice so conspicuously elevated, and so 
strikingly painted in the temples of Mnhndeo, the priests of 
that deity induatrionsly selected the most beantiful females that 
coald be found; and in their tenderest years, with great pomp 
and solemnity, consecrated them (as it is irapionsly called) to 
the service of the prtBidiug divinity of the pagoda. They 
were (rained np in every art to delude and to delight; and, 
to the fascination of external beauty, their artful betrayers 
added the attracUons arising from mental accomplishments. 
Thus was an invariable rule of the Hindoos, Aal tuomen have 
no coHcem mlh Uteraitire, dispensed with upon this Infamous 
occasion. The moment these hapless victims reached matu- 
rity, they fell victims to the lust of the Bramins. They were 
early taught to practise the most ailaring blandishments, b> 
roll the expressive eye of wanton pleasure, and to invite 
to criminal indulgence, by stealing upon the beholder the 
tender look of voluptuous languishing. They were instructed 
to mould their elegant and airy Ibnns into the most enticing 
attitudes and the most lascivious gestures, while the rapid 
and graceful motion of thek feel, adorned with golden bells and 
glittering with jewels, kept unison with the exquisite melody 
of thett voices. Every pagoda has a band of these young 
sirens, whose business, on great festivals, is tn dance in public 
tiefore the idol, to sing hymns in his honor, and in private to 
enricli the treasury of that pagoda with the wages of prostitu- 
tion. These women are not, however, regarded in a dishonor- 
able light; they are considered as icedded lo Ihe icftil, and they 
partake of the veneration paid Co him. They are forbidden 
ever to desert the pagoda where they are educated, and are 
never peimitted to marry; but the offspring, if any, of their 
criminal embraces, are considered as sacred to the idol. The 
boys are taaght to play on the sacred instruments nsed at the 
festivals; and the daughters are devoted to the abandoned 
Occupations of their mothers.^' — Iiidian AntiqidiUs- 

" These impostors take a young maid, of the fairest they 
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can meet with, to be the bride (as they speak and bear the 
besotted people in hand) of Jngaiinati and they leave her all 
night in the tample (whither they have carried her) with the 
idol, making her believe that Jagannat himself will come and 
embrace her, find appointing lier to ask him whether it will be 
a fruitful year, what kind of processions, feasts, prayers, and 
ahns he demnnds to be made fbr it. In the mean Hme, one of 
these lustful priests enters at night by a little back-door into 
the temple, deflowereth this young maid, and maketh her 
believe any thing he pleasefh ; and the next day, being tcans- 
porled from this temple into another, with the same mnfrnifl- 
cence she was carried before upon the chariot of triumph, on 
the side of Jaganuat, her bridegroom. These Bramins make 
her say aloud, betbre all the people, whatsoever she hath been 
taught of these cheats, as if she had learnt it from the very 
mouth of Jagannat." — Beraier. 



Boll,. — XV. p. 133. 
"The iiftli incarnation was in a Bramin dwarf, under the 
name of Vamen; it was wrought to restrain the pride of 
the Giant Baly. The latter, after having conquered tliB gods, 
expelled them from Sorgon. He was generous, true to his 
word, compassionate, and charitable. Vishnu, under the form 
of a very little Bramin, presented himself before him while ho 
was sacrificing, and asked him for three paces of land to build 
a hut. Baly ridiculed the apparent imbecility of the dwarf, in 
tailing him that he ought not W limit his demand to a bequest 
so trifling! U"'' his genemsity could bestow a much Ini^er 
donation of land. Vamen answered, that, being of so small a 
stature, what he asked was more than sufficient. The prince 
immediately granted his request, and, to ratify his donation, 
pimrad water into his right hand; which was no sooner done 
than the dwarf grew so prodigiously, that his body filled 
the universe ! He measured the earth with one pace, and the 
heavens with another, and then summoned Baly to give him 
his word for the third. The prince then recognized Vishnu, 
adored him, and presented his head to him; but the god, 
satisfied with his submission, sent him to govern the Padalon, 
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The sarred cnrd. — XV. 1, p. 1S6. 
"The Brnmins who officiate at the temples generdly go 
ivith thflir heads nncoYered, and the upper part of the body 
naked. The zermar, or sacred string, is hung round the 
body from the left shoulder; it piece of white cotton cloth is 
wrapped round the loins, which descends under the knee, but 
lower on the left side than on the other; and in cold weather 
they soiiiefimea cover their bodies with a shaivl, and their 
heads with a red cap. The zennar Is made of a particular 
kind of perennial cotton, called verma: it is composed of a 
certjun number of threads of a fixed length. The eetmar worn 
by the Khatiies has fewer threads than that worn by tho 
Bramins; and that worn by (he Bhyse, fewer than that worn 
by the Khatries r but those of the Soodr* caste are excluded 
irom this distinction, none of them being permitted to wear it." 
- Craufurd. 

The cily of Boij. — XV. 7, p. 137. 
[Ruins of MaMbaUptlr, the city of the great Baly.] 
" A rock, or rather hill of stone, is that which first engrosses 
the attention on approaching the place; for as it rises abruptly 
oat of a level plain of great extent, consists chiefly of one 
single stone, and is situated very near to the sea-beach, it is 
such a kind of object as an inqnisitive traveller would natu- 
rally turn aside to examine. Its shape is also shigular and 

some antique and lofty edifice. On coming near to the foot of 
the rock from the north, works of imagery and sculpture 

of a petrified town, like those that have been Gibled in diffe> 
ent parts of the world by loo-crednloQS travellers. Proceed- 
ing on by the fool of llie hill, on the side facing the sea, there 
is a pagoda rising out of the ground, of one soUd stone, about 
aliteeQ or eighteen iaet high, which seems to have been cut 
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upon the spot, ont of a detached rock, that has bean found of 
a proper siie for that purpose. The top is nrched, and the 
Btyle of architecture, according to which it is formed, diffei- 
ent from any now used in those parts. A httle further on, 
there appears, upon a huge surface of alone that juts out a 
little from tlie side of the hill, a nnmerous group of human 
figures, in bas-relief, oonsidembly larger than life, representing 
the most remarkable persons whose actions are celebrated in the 
' Mahabharit,' each of them in an attitude, or with weapons, 
th gnift, espressive of his ohnrocter, or of some one 

fh m t famous eiploits. All these figures are doubtlefls 
ID h 1 distinct than they were at first ; for upon comparing 
th d the rest of the sculptures that are exposed tt '" " 



with others a 






d d them protection from that element, the diffe 



tilt g- 



mnch defiiced, whiJ 



_j, fresh as recently finished. An excavation in 

h part of the east side of the great rock appears to have 
h m d on the same plan, and for the same purpose, that 
Ch wit are usnally built in that country, — that is to say, 
f th accommodation of travellers. The rock is hollowed 

p II rs left, as a seeming support to the mountainous mass 
f to which forms the roof. 

" The ascent of the hill on the north is, from its natural 
sliape, gradual and easy at first, and is in other parts rendered 
morf so by very excellent steps, cut out in several places 
where the communication would be difficult or impracticable 
withrrat them. A winding stair of this sort leads to a kind of 
iemplo cut out of the solid rock, with some figures of idols in 
high relief upon the walls, very well finished. From this 
temple there are flights of steps, that seem to have led to some 
edifice formerly standing upon the hill: nor does it '— -^ 






that this may have been a palace, to 



tnmple may have appertained ; for besides the small detached 
range" of ^tiurs that are here and there out in the rocit, and 
.eem as if they had once led to difl'erent parts of one great 
building, there appear in many places small water channel! 
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l«p of the hill ia strewed witli small Touad pieces o( brick, 
which may be suppi>3ed, from their appearance, to have heen 
worn down to tlieir present form duriiif; the lapse tt many 
ages. On n pkin surface of tlie rock, which may onc« have 
served ns the floor of some apartment, tliere is a platfonn of 
stone, about aigtit or nine feet long by three ot four wide, in a 
situation rather elevated, with two or three steps leading np to 
it, perfectly resembling a conch or bad, and a iion very well 
executed at the upper end of it, by way of pillow; the whole 
of one piece being part of the hill itself. This the Bramins, 
inluibitaiils of the place, call the bed of DhermarajaJi, or 
Judisliter, the eldest of tlie five brothers, whose exploits are 
the leading subject in the ' MahabhUrit.' And at a considerable 
distance IVom this, at such a distance, indeed, as the apart- 
ments of the women might be supposed to be from that of liie 
men, is a bath, excavated also from the rock, with steps in 
Che inside, which the Bramins call the Bath of Dropedy, the 
wife of Jndishter and his brothers. How much credit is due 
to this (radition, and whether this stone couch may not have 
been anciently used as a kmd of throne rather than a bed, is 
matter for future Inquiry. A chcumstance, however, which 
may seem to favor this idea is, that a throne, in the Sanscrit 
and other Hindoo langu^es, is called eiagliiieit, which is com- 
pounded of saig- a lion, and dsen, a eeaC 

•' But, thongh these works may be deemed stupendous, they 
are surpassed by others that are to be seen at the distance of 
about a mile, or a mile and half, to the south of the hiU. I'hey 
consist of two pngodas, of about thirty feet long by twenty 
feet wide, and about as many ui height, cnt out of the solid 
rock, and ea«h consisting originally of one single stone. Their 
form is different fi-om the style of architecture according Co 
which idol temples are now built in that country. These sculp- 
tures approach nearer to the Gothic taste, being surmounted 
by arched loofs or domes, not semicircular, but composed of 
two segnaents of circles meeting in a point at top. Near these 
also stand an elepbaut, full as big as life, and a iion, much 
lai^er than tlie natural size, both hewn also oat of one stone. 

the sea: but close to the sea are the remains of a pagoda built 
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of brick, and dBdicated to Sib, the greatest part of which has 

vid tly been awsllowad up by that element; for the door of 

th n OBt apartment, in which the idol is placed, and 

bef wh h there are always two or three spacious courts 

ro d d witli walls, is now washed by the waves; and the 

pill d to discover the meridian at the time of founding 

th p god is seen Btnnding at some distance in the sea. 

I th ghborhood of this buUding tliere are some detached 

rock w hedalsohythe waYes,onwhichthereappearsciilp- 

t «» th ugh now much worn and defaced. And the natives 

f th pi e declared to the writer of this accmmt, that the 

m re g d people among them remembered to have seen 

th top f several pagodas fer out in the sea, which, beuig 

red with copper (probably gilt), were particularly visible 

n aa their shining surface used then to reflect the 

y but that now that effect was no longer produced, 

as h 1 per had since become incrnsted with mould and 

vei-digris."— CAaniiers; Asiatic Setearehea, 



Thoa hn$l been called, Sleep ! Hie friend vf Wot ; 
Bat 'tia the iofps "■'ho have called Ikee so, — XV. 12, p. lil. 
Daniel baa a beautiful passage concerning Richard II., 
ufBciantly resemblii^ this part of the poem to be inserted 

UncoUTKd, UDreBpect&l, gnobejel; 
Whtre, if uncertain Sleep but bovcrtd 
Over Iho drooping Btrea that heavy weighed, 
MilUons of Bguna Fantafly pnjsanta 
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The A-llay. — XVI, 2, p. 143. 
This monster of Hindoo imngination is « horse with the 
ironk of iin olephant, but beuriiig about the same proportion 
n the elephatil, in size, that the elephant itself does to a com- 
non sheep. Id ore of the prints to Mr. Kindersley's " Speci- 
nens of Hindoo Literatare," an aullay is represented taking 
ip an elephant with his trunk. 



Bid. Ikfii, the Oeenn vmgt 
His war /uj- fope and tnoy, Hof in rage, 
(Aou fair aiy / that he spared Ihee «™ t 

XVI. 3, p. 144. 
" Maleoheren (which is probably another name for BkIv), in 
an axenrsion which he made one day alone, and in disguise, 
came to a giuvJen in the environs of his city MBhShalipoor, 
where was a fountain so inviting, that two celestial njmphs 
bad come down to bathe there. The Bajidi became enaroonred 
of one of them, who ooniiescended to tillow of hia attachment 
to her; and she and her sister nymph used thenceforward to 
have frequent interviews witli him in that garden. On one of 
those occasions, they brought with them a male inhabitant 
of the heavenly regions, to wliom they introduced the Rajah, 
and between him and Malecheren a strict friendship ensued; 
Id consequence of which, ha agreed, at the R^ah's earnest 
request, (o cany him in disguise to see the court of the divine 
Inder, — a favor never before granted to any mortal. The 
Bojah returned from thence with new ideas of splendor and 
maguifioeDce, which he immediately adopted in regulating his 
court and his retinue, and in beautifying his seat of govern- 
ment- By this means, Mahabalipoor became soon celebrated 
beyond all the cities of the earth ; and, an aooount of its mag- 
nificBuee having ijcen brought to the gods assembled at the 
court of Inder, their Jealousy was so much exciwd at it, that 
they sent orders to the god of the sea to let loose his billows, 
and overflow a place which impiously pretended to vie in 
splendor with their celestial mansions. This command ha 
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obeyed, and the city was at once OTcrflowed by that furious 
Chamieiii Aaatk JCoearihta. 

Round those strange v>alerl Ihey rejuar, — XVI. 6, p. 146. 

"In the Bahia dos ArtiSces, Hhich is between the river 
Jagoarive and S. Miguel, there are many springs of fresh 
water, whicli may be seen at low tide; and these springs are 
frequented by 6sb, and by the see-cow, which they say onies 
to drink there."— NatUas do Brazil, MSS. i. 8. 

"The inhabitants of the Feroe Islands seeli for cod in places 
■where there is a fresh-water spring at tlie bottom." — Londl. 

The aheckra. — XVni. 1, p. 162. 

This weapon, which is often to be seen in one of the 

wheel-spoke hands of a Hindoo god, resembles n quoit. The 

external edge is sharp: it Is held in the middie, and, being 

whirled along, outs wherever it striltes. 



The anting uihkk, at thif nalitily, 
AU-htomng Nature tvrojtghi i^jon thy bram, 

XVllI. 7, p. 166. 
" Brama is considered as the immediate creator of all things, 
and particuiarlj' as (he disposer of each person's fate, whloli ho 

the gods themseives cannot avert." — Kinderaley, p. 21. Me- 
vamp, voL i. p. 10^ ^ 7. 

Il is by the sutures of the skull that these lines of destiny 
are formed. See also a note to " Tlialaba " {Book V. vol, iii. 
p. 16G> upon a like superstition of the Mahammedans. 

" Quand on leur reproche quelque vice, ou qu'on les reprend 
d'une mnuvaise action, ils repondent fl-oidetnent, que cela est 



paroissez fl 
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da crane de leur tSte, prfteiidant quo les sutures mSme sont 
Us caraotSres de celte feriture myatiriense. Si voua les pres- 
eez de d^ehiffrer caa caractSree, el de vous ikire connolire ee 
qu'ils sigiiiflent, ils avouenl qu'ils no la sfavent pas. Mius 
puisque Tous ne iquvti paa lire oalle ^riture, disois-je quelqua- 
fbis ii ces gens eutStfo, qui est-ce done qui vous la lit? 
qui est-ce qui vous en explique le sens, et qui vons fail, ooa- 
nottra ee qu'elle contient V U'aiKeurs oes prgleudua oai-actftres 
itmt les m6moa sur la tSte de tous les hommes, d'oii viaut qu'ils 
aglasent si dilRreinmeiit.et qu'ils sont si ooiitraires lea uns auE 
Botres dans leura vues, dans leurs desseins, et dans leurs 
projeta? 

" Les Brames m'&iuutoient de sang froid, et aans s'liiquiitoc 
ni das contradictions od ih tomboient, ni dca consequences ridi- 
cules qu'ils fitoioQt obliges d'avouer. Eiifin, iorsqnnia se seo- 
toient vivenient prassfo, toute leur ressource ^toit de se retirer 
sansriea iira." — P. Mauduit: Leltr-es Elifiaidti, t. x. p. 218, 

The Seven Earliis. — XIX. 6, p. 172. 

" The seas which Burround these earlhs are, 1. of salt water, 
enclosing our inmost eiirlh; 2. of fresh water; 3. of ijre, cur- 
dled milli; 4, of ghee, clariSed butter; 5. of com&io, a liquor 
drawn from the jJU«Mm-trae ; 8. of liquid sugar; J. of milk. 
The whole system is enclosed in one broad circumference of 
pure gold, beyond which reigns impenetrable darkness," — 
KMerdeij. 

I know not whether the following fabla was invented to 
account for the ealtness of our sea: — 

" Agaatya is recorded to have been very low in stature; and 
one day, previously to the rectifying the too-obliquo posture 
of the earth, walking with Vishnu on the shore of the ocean, 
Uia insolent Deep asked the god who thut dwarf was struttuig 
by his side. Vishnu replied, it was tlie Patriarch Agastya 
going to restore the aarth to its true balance. The sea. In utter 
oontampt of his pygmy form, dashed him with his spray as he 
passed along; on which tiie sage, greatly hicensed at the de- 
signed affront, scoopad up aome of the water iji the hollow of 
hia hand, and drank it off: he again and Ofiain repeated the 
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drought, nor desisted till lie had dmined the bed of the oceun 
of the entire Tolume of its watflTB. Alarmed at this effect of 
his holy iiidignatioa, niid dreading on universal drought, the 
Develas made intercesBion with Agast^ to relent from his 
anger, and again restore an element ao necessary to the exist- 
ence of nature, both nnimnte and inanimate. Agnstya, paci' 
fied, graiiled their request, and discharged the imbibed fluid hi 
a way becoming the hietories of a gross physical people to 
relate, but by no means proper for this page; a way, however, 
that evinced his sovcrei^jn power, while it marked his iJietTable 
contempt for the vain fury of an elemsnt, contending with a 
being armed with the delegated power of tlie Creator of all 
things. After (hi) miracle, the earth being, by the same 
power, reatoi-ed to its just balance, Agastya and Vishnu sepa- 
rated; when the latter, to prevent any similar accident occui> 
ring, commanded the great lerjietit (that b, of the sphere) to 

according to Sanscrit geography, the earth consists, and ap- 
pointed, as perpetual guardians to watch over and protect it, 
the eight powerful Genii, so renowned in the Hindoo system of 
mytliology, as presiding over the eight points of the world." — 
Mmrice, 

"The Pnnranics (said Ramachandra to Sir William Jones) 
will tell you that our earth is a plane figure, studded with 
eight mounbuns, and surrounded by seven seas of milk, nee- 
iar,aud other fluids; that the part which we inhabit is one of 
seven islands, to whioli eleven smaller isles are subordinate; 
that a god, riding on a huge elephant, guards each of the eight 
regions; and that a mountain of gold rises and gleams iu the 
centre." — Asiolic Bete^rches. 

" Kight original mountains and seven seas,— Braraa, Indra, 
the Sun, and Rudra, — these are permanent; not thou, not I, 
not this or that people. Wherefore, then, should anxiety be 



le south of tlie famous 



II by Google 



314 southey's poems. 

delicious plnce, planted witli all sorts of, trees, that bear fruit 
all Uie year round. 'I'he roses and otlier flowers seud forth a 
most odorifei'oas scent; imd the pond at the foot of the moutit 
Is enclosed with pleaeunt wulks of trees, that afford an ugree- 
8blB sliiiiie ; whilst the peacocks and divers other birds entertain 
the CUT with Uieir harniouious noise, aa the beautiful wumsn 
do the Byes. The circamjacent woods arc inhabited by a. 
certain people colled liuuls, or Kisls, wlio, avoiding tlie cou- 
versation of others, spenii their time in offering daily sncrifioes 
to tlieir god. 

" It is observable, that, though these pagans are nenenilly 
black themselves, thay do represent these Rixis to be of a fair 
coinplexian, with long white beards, and long garments hanging 

are in such high esteem among them, they believe that whom 
they bless are blessed, lUid whom tliey curse are cursed. 

" Within the mountain Uves another generation, culled Jeia- 
quinnera and Quendro, who are free from all trouble, spend 
their days in continual contemplation, praises and prayers to 
God. Round about the mountain stand seven ladders, by 
which you ascend to a spacious plain, in the middle wlierei^ 
is a bell of silver, and a square table, surrounded with nine 
precious stones, of divers colors. Upon tills table hes a silver 
rose, cidled Tamora Pua, which contains two women na bright 
and fair aa a peart. One is called Brigasiri, i.e., tlie Lady of 
the Mouth; the other Tarasiri, i.e., the Lady of tlie Tongue, 
— beciiase the}' praise God with tlie mouth and tongue. In 
the centre of this rose is the trlaugle of Quivelingii, which 
they say is the permanent residence of God." — Baldieiis, 

all-cmilmuing M«d. 
TAuu HAomitBei-jwiiere/ — XIX. 10, p. 176. 
" Even I was even at fii'st, not any other thing; that wbioh 
exist;, uiiperi'eived, supreme ; afterwards I am that which is; 

" Except the First Cnuse, whatever may appear and may 
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" As th« great elements are in variotUi beings enleriuK, yet 
not enttriiig (that is, pervading, not destroying), tlius mn I in 
Uiem, yet not in them. 

" Even thus far may inquiry be made by him who seeks to 
know tho principle of mind in union and separation, which 
must be ecersivhtre, abiKist." — Asiatic Betearcka: Sir Wit- 
Knm Junes, /.mn Oie BHagail. 

" I am the creation and the dissolution of the whole uni- 
verse. There is not any thing greater than I; and all things 
hang on me, even na precious gems upon a string. 1 am 
moisture in the water, light in the sun and moon, invocation 
in tlie Veds, sound in the firmament, human nature in roan- 
kind, sweet-smelling savor in the earth, glory in the source of 
light. In all things I am life, and I am leal in the lealons; 
and know, Arjoonl that I am the eternal seed of all nature. 
I am the underatflndlng of the wise, the glory of tlie proud, 
tbe strength of the strong; free from lust and anger; and in 
animals I am desire, regulated by moral fitness." — ffreejfitio, 
in Ihe Bkagnat Gtela. 

Seart canmt thint, nw toaffue detlare, 

Nor eyet of Angel hear. 

Thai Gbn-g animosinaWj bright. 

XIX. 12, pp. 175-0. 
"Beingnowin the splendrous lustre of tlie divine bliss and 
glorj-, I there saw in spirit the choir of the holy angels, the 
choir of the prophets and apostles, who, with heavenly tongues 
and music, sing and play around the throne of God ; yet not 
in jnst such corporeal fbrms or shapes as are those we now 
bear and walk about in; no, but in shapes all spiritual; the 
holy angels in tlie shape of a multitude of flumes of fire, 
the souls of believers in tho shape of a mnltitude of glittering 
or luminous sparkles, God's throne in the shape or under the 
appearance of a great splendor." — /*iks Eagtlbreikt. 

Something analogous to this anendurable presence of Siva 
is found amid the nonsense of Joanna Southcote. Apollyon is 
there made to say of the Lord, "Thou knowest it is written, 
' He is a consuming fire.' And who can dwell in eveclasUng 
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g5? who could abide ia devouring fla 



" There the aan ahiiiea not, nor the moon and stars. These 
lightnings flash not in that pluCB. How sbonld even Are bluze 
there? God irmdiales all this bright substance; and by its 
effulgence the universe is enlightened." —FrBm tU Yojur- 
veda ! Jsialic Sesearchei. 



raifennc/ss»s(M«rfai. — XXI. 5, p. 183. 



her sister. On asking what was the matter, the reply was, 
'Boot laggeeosa,' — ademon has seiied her. These unhappy 
people say ' Boot laggeeosn,' if a child newly bom will not 
anck; and they eipose it to death in a basket hnng on the 
brmich of a tree. One day, as Mr. Thomas and I were riding 
out, we saw a basket hung in a tree, in which an infant bad 
Iwen exposed, the fikall of which remained, the rest having been 
devoured by note." — Periodical Arcounit of Iki Bapdsl Mia- 



ThaIsirange}ndi<mUrd. — XXl.a,p. 1S4. 

"Thechatookee. They say it never drinks at the sli-cams 
below; but, opening its bill when it rains, it catches the drops 
as they fall from the clouds." — i**™*'™; Accomls of Oe 
Bi^iit MUaoaaiiei, voL ii. p. SOS. 
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The footlai fml of heaven. — XXI. 6, p. 18*. 

" ' There is a bird that falls dowu out of Che air dead, and is 
found soiDetimes iu tlie Molucca Islands, that has no feeC at 
nil. The l>igne33 of her twdy and bill, aa likewise ths form of 
tliem. Is much Uia same as a swallow's; but the spreading out 
of her wings and tail lias no less compass than an eagle's. 
She lives and breeds in the sir, cornea not near the earth but 
for her burial ; for the largeness and lighlness of her wings 
and tail sustain her witliout lassitude. Anil the laying of her 
eggs, and breeding of her young. Is upon the back of the male, 
which is mude hollow, as also the breast of [he female, for the 
more easy incubation. Also two strings, like two shoomaker'a 
ends, come from the hinder parts of th? male, wherewith it is 
conceived UiBt he is fastened closer to the female, while she 
hatches her e^s on the hollow of his bock. The dew of 
heaven Is appointed her for food, her n^ion being too far re- 
moved from the approach of flies and such like insects.' 

" This is the entire story and philosophy of Ibis miracnlous 
bird in Cardan, who professes himself to have seen it no less 
than (hrice, and to have described it accordingly. The con- 
trivances whereof, if the matter were certainly true, are as 
evident argomants of a Divine Providence, as that copper ring, 
with the Greek' inscription upon it, was an undeniable monu- 
ment of the artifice and finger of man. 

" But, that the reproach of overmuch oredality may not ho 
upon Cardan alone, Scaliger, who lay at catch with him to 
take him tripping wherever he could, cavils not wlOi any thing 
in the whole narration but the bigness of wings and tlie little- 
ness of the body; which he undertakes to correct from one of 
bis own, which was sent him by Orvesanus from Java. Nay, 
he confirms what his antagonist has wrote, partly by history 
and partly by reason ; affirming, that himself, iu lus own gar- 

• The hiBcription runs Uiua: Ei/ii txelvoi ixBic TaOra liiiarg 
narToizpuToc kmTcBcl^ Siii tov KBajaiittv ^rdiipiKiro (? ruf 
jHpof hi T^ c. nliipf ™6 'OBTuSpiou, «, T, ?!,. " Thls pike was 
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den, foHiiii two little birds, with menibraiiaceous wings, utteriy 
devoid of legs; their form was near to tliat of a bat's. Nor ia 
he deterred from the belief of the perpettwl Jlymg of the ma- 
uncodiata, by the gaping of the feathers of her wings, which 
seem thereby less lit la suatiUn her bodyj but Airther mukes 
the Darration probable by what he has observed in kites hover- 
ing in the air, as he aaitli, for a whole hour together, without 
flapping of her wings or changing place. And he has found 
also bow she may sleep in the ah-, lh»u the example of fishes, 
which he has seen aleaplng in the water without sinking them- 
selves to the bottom, and without changing phice, but lying 
stock-still, paamlU tatOam nti(^ qtdil iKoiiuncufe mtdUanlfi, 
only wagging a httle theii fins, as heedlessly and unconcern- 
edly as horses while they are asleep wag their ears to displace 
the fliefl that sit upon them. Whorever Scaliger admits that 
the manncodiata is perpetually on Uie wing, in the air, he must 
of necessity admit also that manner of uicuhation that Cai-dau 
describes; else how coald their generations continue? 

"FranciscuB Hernandeo affirms the eume nith Cardan ex- 
pressly in every Uiing; as also Eusebius Nierembergius, who 
is so taken with the story of this bird, that he eoald not al)- 
stain from celebrating her miraculous properties in a short 
hut elegant copy of verses, and does after, though confidently 
opposed, assert the miun matter again in prose. 

"Such are the suffrages of Cardan, Scaliger, Hernandeo, 
Nierembergius ; but Aldrovnndus rejects that fable of her 
feeding on the dew of heaven, and of her incnbiture on the 
back of the male, with much scorn and indignation. And as 
for the fbmner, his reasons are noways contemptible ; he alleging 
that dew is a body not perfectly enough mixed, or heterogeneal 
enough for food, nor the hard hlU of the bird made for such 
easy usee as sipping this soft moisture. 

" To which I know not what Cardan and the rest would 
answer, unless this : That they mean by dew the more unctuous 
moisture of the air, which as it may not be alike everywhere, 
so these birds may be fitted with a natural sagacity to find it 
out where it is; that there is dew in this sense day and night 

therefore a constant supply of moisture and spirits to their 
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perpetual flying, which Uiey more cnpiouBly imbibe by reiison 
of their exercise ; that the thicker parts of thU moisture sticlt 
and convert into fleah, and that the lightness of theh' feathers 
is so great that their pains in sustaining themselves are not 
overmuoli ; that what is homogenaal and simple to our sight is 
fit enough to be the radiments of generation, all animals being 
generaled of a bind of clear crystalline liquor, and that, tliere- 
foie, it may be also of nutrition: that orphie and seahonse- 
leek are nourished, and grow, being hung in the air, and that 
dockweed has its root no deeper than near the upper parts of 
the water; and, lastly, that the bills of these birds are for their 
better flying, by cutting the way, and for better ornament, for 
the rectifying also and composing of their feathers, while they 
swim In the air with as much ease as swans do in rivers. 

" To his great impatiency against their manner of mcuba^ 
tion, they would happily return this answer: That the way is 
not ridiculous ; but it may be rather necessary from what 
Aldrovandus himself not only acknowledges, but contends fbrj 
namely, that they have no feot at all. For hence it is manifest 
iJiaC they cannot Ught upon the ground, nor anywhere rest on 
their bellies, and be able to get on wing again; because they 
cannot creep out of lioles of rock!>, as swifts and such like 
short-footed birds can, they having no feet at all to creep 
with. Besides, as Aristotle well argues concerning the long 
legs of certain water-fowl, that they were made so long be- 
cause they were to wade in the water and catch fisli, adding 
that excellent aphorism, Til yUp ipyaiia irpdf rb Ipyov i/ 
^tiffif Jtoid, lUA' ob tS IpyoB irpit rfi opj-owi, so may we 
rationally conclude, will they say, that, as the long legs o'' 
these wateivfijwl imply a design of their hannling the water, 
so want of legs in these manucodiatas argue they are never to 
come down to the earth, because they can neither stand there 
nor get otf again ; and, if they never come on the earth or any 
other resOng-plaoe, where can their eggs be liud or hatched 
but on the bact of the male ? 

"Besides that Card;m pleases himself with that antiphony 

and as for Aldrovandus, 
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had seen, and in which he could observe no snch figuration 
of parts as implied a fltneas for snch a manner of inouliation, 
Canliin will answer, ' Myself has seen Ihree, and Scaliger one, 
who both agree against yon.' 

" However, you see that both Cardan, Aldrovandus, and 
the rest, do jointly sgree in allowing the manucodiala no feet, 
as also hi furnishing her with two strings, hanKlng at the 
hhidec parts of her body, which Aldrovandns will have to be 
in the female as well as in the male, though Cardan's expe- 
rience reacheth not so far. 

" But Pighafetta and Clusins will easily end this grand 
controversy betwixt Cardan and Aldrovandus, if it be true 
which they report, and if tliey speak of the same kind of birds 
of paradise; for they both affirm that they have feet a palm 
long, and that with all confidence imaginable. But Nierem- 
herglus, on the contrary, affirms that one that was an eye- 
witnesB, and that had taken up one of these birds newly dead, 
told bun that it had no feet at all. Johnston also gives his 
suffrage with Niecenibei^us in this, though with Aldrovandus 
he r^eots the manner of their inoubaOon. 

" But unless they can ridse themselves from the ground by 
the stiffness of some of the feathers of their wings, or rather 
by virtue of those nervous strings which they may have a 
power to flUfi'en when they are alive by transfusing spirits 
into them, and making them serve as well instead of legs to 
raise them from the ground aa to hang upon the bongha of 
trees, by a slight thing being able to rfdse or bold up their 
light-feathered bodies in the air, as a small twig will us in Ihe 
water, I should rather incline to the tesHmony of Pighafetta 
and Clusiua than to the judgment of the rest, and believe 
those mariners that told him that tine legs are pulled off by 
them that take them, and exenterate them and dry them in 
the sun for either their private use or sale. 

" Which conclusion would the best solve the credit of 
Aristotle, who long since has so peremptOTily pronounced, 
6n TTTip'bi' fioww oMIf f iTTiv uowEp wEUCTUiov ^wiu irTTiv IxBbc, 
— 'that there is not any bird that only flies as the fish only 

" But thus our bkd of paradise is quite flown and vanished 
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into a figment or fable; but, if any one wiU condole the loss 
of so convincing an argument for a Providence thaf fits one 
tliinK to another, I must take the freedom to tell him, that, 
unless he be a greater admirer of novelty than a searcher 
into the nidisBoluble consequences of things, I shall supply his 
meditation wiUi what of thia nature is as strongly ooiiclujive, 
and remind that it will be his own reproach if he cannot spy 
as clear an inference from an ordinary truth as from either an 
uncertainly or a fiction. And, in this regard, the bringing 
this doubtful narration into play may not justly seem to no 
purpose, it carrying so Borious and castigatory a piece of 
pleasantry with it. 

"The manucodiata's living on Iha dew is no part of the 
convictiveness of a Providence in this story; but the being 
excellently well provided of wings and feathers, (onto tecitalu 
B^ellectite exontata, as Nierembergius speaks, bemg so weU 
furnished with all advantages for lightness, that it seems 
harder fiir her to smk down, as he conceits, than lo be bome 
up in the air; that a bird tlius fitted for that region ahonld 
have no legs to stand on the earth, — this would be a consi- 
derable indication of a discriminating Providence, that on 
purpose avoids all nselessness and superfluities. 

"The other remarkable, and it is a notorious one, is the 
cavitv on the back of the male, and in the breast of the fe- 
male, tor incubation; and the thud and last, the use of those 
strings, as Cardan supposes, for the better keeping them to- 
geaierinincnbiture. 

"If these considerations of this strange story strike so 
strongly upon thee as to convince thee of a Providence, thuik 
it humor, and not judgment, if what I put in lieu of them, 
and is but ordinary, have not the same force with thee. 

" Kor is not the fish's wanting feet (as we observed before), 
she being sufficiently supplied with fins in so thick an element 
as the water, as great an argument for a Providence as so light 
a bird's wanting feet in that thinner element of the air, tha 
extreme lightness of her furniture being appropriated to 
the thinness of that element? And is not the same Provi- 
dence seen, and that as conspicuously, in allotting but very 
short legs to those birds that are called ' apodeo ' both in Pliny 
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and Aristotle; upon whom she has bestowed such large and 
etroiig wings, luid a power of flying so long and swift, as in 
giving no legs at all to tlie manucodiala, who has sdll a 
greater power of wing and liglitaess of body? 

" And as for the cavities oii the hack of ttie male and in the 
breast of the female, is that ileaigu of nature any more certain 
and plain than ia the genital parts of the male and female in 
all kinds of animals? What greater argument of counsel and 
purposeorfitlmgone thing for another can tliere be than that? 
And if we should maka a mote inward search into the contri- 
vancea of these parts in an ordinary ben, and consider how or 
by what force an egg of so great a growth and bigness is trans- 
mitted from the ovarium through the infnndibulnm into the 
processus of the nterus, the membranes being so tliju and 
the passage so very small, — to see to the principle of that 
motion cannot be thought less than divine. 

"And if you would compare the protuberant paps of teats 
in the females of beasts with that cavity in the breast of the 
she-manucodiata, whether of them, think yon, is the plainer 
pledge of a knowing and designing Providence? 

" And, lastly, for the airings that are conceived to hold to~ 
.gether the male and female in their incubitnre, what a toy is 
it if compared with those invisible links and ties that engage 
ordinary birds to tit upon their eggs, they having no visible 
allurement to sneh a tedious service E " — Heary Move's AnH- 
(Jbfe agaimt AOteism, b. ii. ch. 11. 

" Mankind," says Jeremy Taylor, " now taken in his whole 
constitution and design, are like the birds of paradise, which 
travellers tall us of in the Molucca Islands, bom without logs; 
bat, by a celestial power, they have a recompense made to 
them for that defect, and they always hover in the air, and feed 
on the dew of heaven. So are we birds of paradise, but oast 
out from thenee, and bom without legs, without strength to 
■walk in the laws of God, or to go to heaven; but, by a power 
from above, we aie adopted in our new birth to a celestial 
conversation; we feed on the dew of heaven; 'the just does 
live by faith,' and breathes in this new life by the Spirit of 
God." — Vol. ix. 339: BOer'a edUim. 
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ramen. — XXII. 4, p. 189. 
" Yama. was a child of the snn, and thence named Vsivaa- 
■wMa. Another of his IJtles was Dhermaraja, or King of Jua- 
tioe; and a third, Pitripetfl, or Lord of tUe Falriarchs. Bnt ha 
la chiefly distingnished aa judge of departed souls; for the 
Hindoos balieve, thai, when a son! leaves ita body, it imraedi- 
Bt«ly repairs lo Yamapnr, or the city of Yaraa, whore it re- 
ceives a juat sentence from him, and thence either ascends to 
Swer^a, or the first hearcn; or is drircn down to Narac, the 
region of serpenla; or assumes on earth the form of some 
animal, nnlesa its offence has been such that it ought to bo 
condemned lo a vegetable, or even to a mmeral, prison." — 
£t> W. Jones. 

There is a story oonoerning Yamon which will remind the 
reader, in its purport, of the fable of Love and Death. " A 
femous penitent, Morrugandnmiigareiti by name, had, during 
a long series of years, served the gods with aneommoii and 
moat esemplary piety. This very virtuous man, having no 
children, was extremely desiteus of having one, and therefore 
daily besought the god Xiven (or Siva( \o grant him one. Al 
length the god heard his desire; but, before he indulged it 
him, he asked Wm whether he would liave several children, 
who should he long-lived and wicked, or one virtuous and 
pmdent, who should die in his sixteenth year. 'Ilio penitent 
chose the latter: his wife conceived, and was happily delivered 
of tlie promised son, whom thoy named Marcandem. The 
boy, like his father, zealously devoted himself to the woiship 
of Xiven; but, as soon as he had attained his sixteenth year, 
the officers of Yamen, god of death, were sent on the earth 

" Young Marcandem, being informed on what errand they 
-were come, told them with a resolute air that he was resolved 
not to die, and that they might go back if they pleased. They 
Htturned to their master, and told him the whole affair. Ya- 
men immediately mounted his great buffle, and set out. Being 
oome, he told the youth that be acted very rashly in refusing 
to leave the world, and it was unjust in him; for Xiven had 
promised him a Hfe only of sixteen years, and the term was 
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expired. But this reason did not satisfy Maroandem, \iho 
pflrsisted in his resolution not to die; and, fsaring iesttha god 
of dentil eliould attempt to talie him away by force, lie ran to 
Mb oratory, and, taking the Lingam, clasped it to his breast. 
Meantime Yamen oame down from his buffle, threw a rope 
about the youth's neok, and held him fast therewith, as also 
the Lingam, which Maroandem grasped with all his strength, 
and was going to drag them both into hell, when Xiven issued 
out of the Lingam, drove back the king of the dead, and gave 
him so furious a blow that he killed him on the spot. 

" The god of death being Uius slain, mankind multiplied so 
that the earth was no longer able lo contain them. The gods 
represented this to Xiven; and lie, at their entreaty, restored 
Yamen to life, and to ail the power he had b f J y d 

Yamen immediately despatched n herald to all p rt f th 
worid to summon all the old men. The herald g t dmiik 
before he set out, and, without staying till the f m f th 
wine ware dispelled, mounted an elephant, and rod up and 
down the world, pursaant to his commission ; a i t d f 
publishing this order, he declared that it was h 11 d 
pleasure of Yamen, that, from this day forward, 11 th 1 ve,, 
fruits, and flowers, whether ripe or green, should fall to the 
ground. This proclamation was no sooner issued than men 
began to yield to death. But, before Yamen was killed, only 
the old were deprived of Ufe; and now people of all ages are 
Bummoned indiscriminately." — /Vcari. 



And Brama'i region, tchere Ike lieaverilfi Boars 
Weace tlie vast circle of hia age-loag day. 

XXIIL 6, p. 200. 
" They who are acquainted with day and night know that 
lie day of Brama ia as a thousand revolutions of the Yoogs, 
and that his night extendeth for a thousand more. On the 
coming of that day, all things proceed from invisibility to visi- 
bility; so, on the approach of night, they are all dissolved 
away in that which is called invisible. The universe, even, 
having existed, is again dissolved; and now again, on the 
approach of day, by divine necessity, it is reproduced. That 
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whioli, upon the dissolutit 



_:ion of aU things e'sa." "ot destroyed, 
Viia of anotiiec nature from that TisibiUtyi it is 
invisible and eternaJ. He who is thus called Inylsible ajid in- 
corruptible is even he who i. called the S"P^™«^Ab^«; 
r^*! Tat ia^t^ianXn." -&'c..ftna, i» Ae BhagvM fleeW. 
" The eues3, that Brama and his wife Saraswadi may be 
Abraham and Sarah, h«s more letters in it. favor than ar« 
nsnally to be found in such guessea." - Nteccm^, p. i- c. 10, 

" The true causa why there is no Idol of Brama (eicept tiie 
head, wbioh is his share in the Triraourter) is probably to be 
found in the conquest of his sect. A different reason, however, 
!b implied in the Veda: ' Of Him,' i 

great, there is no image; ha is th_ . , ^ ,. , 

which illuxnincs all, delights all, whence all P^ceeded, thi^ 



by wMoh they 11 



and that to which all most 



itow't Baidii Pantkeoa, p. i 



"The Dharma-Kaja, or Iting of justice, h tw unte- 
niuices- one is mild, and full of benevolence! tl 1 h 

abound with virtue see it. He holds a court fj wh re 

are many assistants, among whom are many j t d p 
kings: Chitiagnpta acts as chief secretary. 11 " ^^ 
determine what is dfiurmn and nrfSamw, just d unj H 

{Dharma-B^a's) servant is called Carmala h b gs th 
righteous on celestial cars, which go of them 1 wh 
holy men are to be brought in, according to th d t t 

the Dharma-Raja, who is the sovereign of t! P t Th 

is called his i/iiine cmaUeaattct, and the righteous alone d 
it. His other c««Me«flnee,or>™, is called Tama; this the 
wicked alone can see; it has krge teeth, and a monstrous 
body. Yamaisthe lord of Patala: there he orders some to 
bTbeaten some to be cut to pieces, some to be devoured by 
monsters, &e. His servant is called Cashmala, who, with 
ropes round their necks, drags the «icked over ruined paths. 
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and throws Ihem headlong into hell. He is unmet 
hard is his heart: every body trembles at the sight ol 
Wiifoi-d: Aaialic Retearchei. 

Bt/uAof a!^Kcl,redofej)e. — XX]ll. 13, p. 20 

of Terror! Poniahment ie the Defender from Calamitji Pan 
iehment is the Guardian of those that sleep; Punishm* 
with a blact aspect and a red eye, tempts the gnUty." — i 
hfii Gentoo Code, ch. ssi. sect. 8. 



Azj/nrtica. — XXIII. 16, p. 20?. 
"In Patala (or the infernal regions] resides the snveroign 
Qnesn of the Nagas (large snakes or dragons): she i» beauti- 
ful, and her name is Asyoruoa. There, in n cave, she per- 
formed Taparya with such rigorous austerity, that fire sprang 
from her body, and formed numerous agnitiratha (places of 
sacred fire) in Fatala. These Srea, forcing their waj through 

mouths, called from thence the flaming mouths, or jaalamuilii, 
BySamudr (Oceanns) a daughter was bora unto her, called 
Baraa-Devi. She is most beautiful ; she is Lacshmi; and her 
name is Asyotoarsha, or Asyotcrishta. Lihe a jewel, she re- 
mains concealed in the ocean." — WiJ/brrf.- AbmUc Researdiea. 

Be came in all his ndgU and majesty. — XXIV. a, p. 208. 

What is this to the coming of Siva, as given ua by Mr. 
Maurice, from the " Seeva Paurana '■ ? 

"In the place of the right wheel blazed the sun, in tho 
place of the left was the moon ; instead of the brazen ndlg 
and bolts, which (irmly held the ponderous wheels, were distri- 
buted Bramins on the right hand, and Reyshees on the left; 
in lieu of the canopy on the top of the chariot was overspread 
the vault of heaven; the counterpoise of the wheels was on the 
east and west, and the fbur Semordres were instead of the cush- 
ions and bolsters; the four Vedas were placed as the liorsee 
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Of (bt ohiiriot, Rud Saraswaty wa5 for the bell ; the piece of 
wood by which the horses are driren wa5 the three-lettered 
Ma«tr»; while Brama him.elf wa. the charioteer, and the 
Hacshatras and stars were distributed abonl it by way of or- 
naments Samara was in the place of a bow, the serpent 
Seschanaga was stationed as tha siring, Vishnu mstead of 
an arrow and fire was conaOtutfld its point. Ganges and 
other riyJrB were appointed its precursors; and the Betting out 
of the chariot, with its appendages and furniture, one wonld 
BtBrm to be the year of twelve months gracefully moYmg for- 



itself, which in its rapid career compasses neaven ano eaiu,, 
could not keep pace with it. By the motion of the chariot, 
o a tremor; and, as the earth 



heaven and earth w 



a under this burden, the 



earth, Kam-deva, took upon H 



t the weight. 



it with intention tfl destroy Treepoo 
«Wde of Devetas and Eeyahees and Apsaras who waited on 
his stirrop, opening their mouths, in Uransports of joy and 
praise esolaimed, 'Jayal Jayal ' so that Farvati, not being 
able to bear his absence, set out to accompany Siva, and in 
an hislaut was np with him; while the light which brightened 
on hia countenance, on the arrival of Farvati, surpassed all 
imagination and description. The Genii of the eight regions, 
armed with all kinds of weapons, but particularly w,th ag^r 
a.(ra,orfire^arts,hke moving mountains, advanced m front 
of the army; and Eendra and other Devetas. some of ihem 
mounted on elephants, some on hoises, others on chariots, or 
on camels or buffaloes, were stationed on each side ; while aU 
the other order of Devetas, to the amount of some lacks, 
fonned the centre. The Munietuvaras, with long ba.r on 
their heads, HRe SanUssis, holding their staves m their h^ds» 
danced as they went along ; the Syddyhaa, who revolve about 
the heavens, opening their mouths in praise of Siva, rained 
flowers upon his head ; and the vaulted heaven, which is hke 
an inverted goblet, boing appointed in the place of a drum, 
exalted his dignity by its roiOeslio resounding." 
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Throughout the Hindoo fables, thert is the constant mistake 
of bulk for sublimity. 

By the aUribvte of Dtiiy, 

setf-iiHiltiplied, 

The Ahrdghiy Man appeared on every tide. 

XXrV. 2, p. 208. 

".This more than polypus power was ouca eserted by 
Krjshua on a cnriouB occasion. 

" It happened in Dwarka, a splendid city built by Visna- 
karma, by command of Krishna, on the sea-shore, in the pro- 
vince of Guierat, that his musical associato, Hareda, had no 
wife or substitute; and he hinted to his friend the decency of 
sparing him one from his long catalogue of ladies. Krishna 
generously told him to win and wear any one be chose, not 
immediately in requisition for himself. Hareda accordingly 
went wooing to one house, but found his master therB; to a 
second, — he was agaia forestalled ; a third, the same ; to 
a fourth, fifth, the same; in 6ne, after the rouod of eisteen 
thonsand of these domiciliary visits, he was still forced to sinh 
and keep single ; for Krishna was in every boose, varioualy 
employed, and so domesticated that each lady congratulated 
herself on her eiclusiTe and uninterrupted possession of the 
ardent deity." — Mior'a Snda PasAeat, p. 204. 

" Eight of the chief goda have each their tacit, or energy 
proceeding from tbem, differing from them in ses, but in every 
other respect asaclly like them, wiOi the same form, the same 
decorations, the same weapons, and the same vehicle." — 
Aiialk Researches, Svo edition, vol. viii. pp. 88, 82. 

The manner in which this divme power is displayed by 
Kehama, in bis comtiat with Yaraen, will remind some readers 
of the Irishman who brought in four prisoners, and, being asked 
how be had taken them, replied he had surrounded them. 



The Amreeta, or Ihink of ItimortaSty. — XXIV. », p. 

Mr. Wilkine has given the genuine history of this 

ehich was produced by churning the sea with a mount 
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" There is a fiiir and stately mountain, and its name ia 
Meroo, a most esalted mass of glory, reflecting the sunny rays 
from the splendid surface of its gilded horns. It is clothed in 
gold, and is the respected hannt of Dews ana Gandharvas. 
It is inconceivable, and not to be encompassed by ainful man ; 
and it is guarded by dreadful aerpents. Many celestial medi- 
cinal plants adorn its sides and it stands piercing the heaveo 
with its aspiring summit, i mighty hill maccessiblc even by 
the human mind. It is adorned with trees and pleasant 
streams, and resoundeth with the delightful songs of various 

"The Soora,and all the g! in jus hots of heaven, having 
ascended to the summit of this loily mountain, sparkling with 
precious gems, and for eternal ages raised were sitting in 
solemn synod, meditating the discoyery of the imteeta the 
water of immortality. The Dew Narayan being al^o there, 
spoke unto Brama, whilst the Snors were thus consulting 
together, and said, ' Lei the ocean as a pot of n illt be 
churned by the united labir of the boors and Asoora and 
when the mighty watart, have been stirred up the Amreeta 
shall be found. Let them collect together ever^ medic nal 
herb and every precious thing, and let them stir the ocean, 
and they shall discover the Amreeta.' 

•' There is also another mighty mountain, whose name is 
Maiidar; and its rocky summits are like towering clouds. It 
is clothed in a net of the entangled tendrils of the twining 
creeper, and resoundeth with the harmony of various birds. 
Imiumerable savage beost^i infest Its borders ; and it is the 
respected haunt of Rennars, Dews, and Apsars. It stnndeth 
eleven thousand j^jan above the earth, and eleven thousand 
more below its surface. 

" As the united bands of Dews were unable to remove this 
mountain, they went before Vishnu, who was sitting with 
Brama, and addressed them in these words: 'Exert, mas- 
ters! your most superior wisdom to remove the mountain 
Mandar, and employ your utmost power for our good.' 

"Vishna and Brama having said, 'It shall be according 
(o your wish,' he with the lotns eye directed the king of ser- 
pents to appear; and Anants arose, and was instructed in that 
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Asoors in his rapid flight, turning and involving, lilte the lam- 
bent flame, and cutting down all that would oppose him. 
Anon he olimbeth the heavens, and now again dartetk mlo the 
field like a peesaeh, to feast in hlood. 

"Now the dauntless Asoors strive, with repeated strength, 
to crush the Soors with rocks and mountiunB, which, hurled in 
vast numbers into the heavens, appeared like scattered clouds, 
and fell, with all tlie trees thereon, in millions of fear^esciting 
torrents, striking violently against each other with a mighty 
noise; and in their fall, the earth, with all its flelds and forests. 
Is driven from its foundation! they thunder furiously at each 
other as they roll along the field, and spend their strength in 
mutnal conflict. 

" Now Nar, seeing the Soors overwhelmed with fear, fllled 
np the path to heaven with showers of golden-headed arrows, 
nnd split the mountain summits with his unerring shafts; and 
the Asoors, flnding themselves again sore pressed by the Soors, 
precipitately fiee ; some rush headlong into the briny waters 
of the ocean, and others hide themselves within the bowels of 
the earth. 

" The rage of the glorious chakra, Soodarsan, which for a 
while burnt like the cril-fed fire, now grew cool, and he retired 
into the heavens from whence he came. And, the Soors hav- 
ing obtained the victory, the mountain Mandar was carried 
back to its former station with great respect; whilst the waters 
also retired, filling the Armament and the heavens with their 
dreadful roarings. 

"The Soors gaarded the Arareeta with great care, and re- 
joiced exceedingly because of their success; and Eendra, 
with all his immortal bands, gave the water of life unto Nara- 
yan, to keep it for their use." ~ Mahabhana. 

name which the mythologists of Tibe 
bearing ambrosial fruit, and adjoining to foi 
which as many sacred rivers derive their se 



X) Sir William Jones, the 
apply to a, celestial tree, 
it rocks, from 
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